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Unit 1

Big Buek fie Gasy Way

1. Montgomery Ward & Co. and Sears, Roebuck & Co. (RELH - KEARAFMAR
®i « BlERATD :

Montgomery Ward & Co. is a United States retail and mail-order concern. Across the United
States the company has more than 500 retail stores and 700 catalog stores. The company was
founded as a mail-order business in Chicago in 1872 by A.Montgomery Ward, who adopted the
policy “Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back.” The first retail store was established in 1926.
At its height, Montgomery Ward & Co. ranked as the second largest mail-order firm in the world,
but by 2001 declining sales forced the original retailer out of business. In late 2004, however, a new
Internet and catalog-based retailer was established of the same name. Sears, Roebuck of Co., once
the world’s largest mail-order concern, was founded in North Redwood, Minnesota in 1886. In 1993
Sears closed production of its general merchandise catalog because of diminishing sales and profits.
It also was once the US’ largest retailer, but its market share much decreased in the 1990s to stores
such as Wal-Mart, and in 2004 it merged with Kmart, becoming the Sears Holding Corporation.

KEDH « REATMARL « PHREAFRRREFENMHRWAF. EXEH, XKXAH
H 500 ZRFEEM 700 K G&id HRHERYE) BXAEE. ZAFR 182FH A K
B5A « REQIRNFEAE. KEXAKNBERRE “REWE, PMRIBX”. B—FXFE/E
T 1926 FFFlk. EHBENY, ZAREEFBRHNFEARAHTHEIE . BLRT
2001 4, HEEN TREMERNZERMF. A, 7 2004 FE, F%HIMN ML,
HRAEMFEERLER, MAMNKETDF - KEAR. —EELEHF EHERXMFR
Wi« B FEAT R 1886 T2 W R A MK HEEMAEHBLI. 1993 FHTHEEM
MIEH) TR, TR EE KBS ER. AR ESEXERRKNFER, HLEHN
WA H A — LA+ FERTRRISHERHERF, SRR DSRERF. 762004 FE
5 Kmart §3F, BATE/RAAZRAE .

2. Minimum Wage (BRET#)

The minimum wage is the smallest amount of money per hour that an employer may legally
pay a worker. It is fixed by law, agreement, or other means. In the U. S., the Fair Labor Standards
Act of 1938, popularly known as the Federal Wage and Hour Law, established a minimum wage of
25 cents an hour. The minimum wage has since been increased by amendments to the Fair Labor
Standards Act in 1949, 1955, 1961, 1966, 1974, 1977, and 1991. The 1977 amendment raised the
minimum wage in stages from $2.65 an hour in 1978 to $3.35 an hour by 1981. By 1991, the
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federal minimum wage reached $4.25 an hour. And by Sept. 1997, it had reached $5.15. Bill
Clinton, during his presidency, gave states the power to set their own minimum wages. By 2004, 12
states’ minimum wage was above the federal level. In Jan. 2007 New York state’s became $7.15.
Some counties and cities determine their own rates. Santa Fe, New Mexico, for instance, has the
highest minimum wage in the nation. Presently, $9.50 / hr, it’s planned to iricrease to $10.50 in
2008.

FTiR “BIKT%” RIEE/DNEEMS T ARSEEELR. BRI BER. hilak
HA TR E . ERE, 1938 FH (TR TIFMERER) AN BB T2 Reh &k,
e BAR TR R/ 25 353, BEE TS TIERAE 1949 4F, 1955 48, 1961 4, 1966 4,
1974 47, 1977 A0 1991 S MBI, B THARHEZ SR 1977 SFHMBITIERIR LM 1978
FH 2.65 R/ E R 1981 £F 3.35 EKIu/MEF. B 1991 4F, BORMIBAR T HIAT] 4.25 %
Tu/NEF. B 1997 F 9 A, IEF 5.15 KIT/NE . HEIR « SRR ZE7E A B4 P B ALE M AT
lge BN 8 R T RERARE. 22004 45, £E 12 MM EIBE T H bR T BIRBUF
ME B LB bRE. 2007 5F 1 A, HAMBIBARTHR 7.15 ETo//hit. —SEMHE e
% B BB T B hri. %m&%ﬁ%%%%ﬁélﬁﬁm HAEZ 9.50 %7!://]\ » AT
THRITE 2008 R FE] 10.50 T/

New Words

1. leisurely, lucrative work: work that brings in a lot of money and can be done with ease #242#)
/N PN
leisurely: adj. (moving, acting, or done) without haste MZSHT, 18181
‘When he lived in the country, he used to take a leisurely walk in the woods before supper.
fAEE 2 FROBHR, BRIRATHH 7R MRS RIS
— My father does everything in a leisurely manner.
IR 2 H G 21818 K.
2. pain: v. cause physical pain or mental suffering to f§i+++««- B

—It pained the mother to watch her son suffering.
BFEILTRE, SEEALTE.
—1It pains me to think of you struggling all alone.
BERICE A iR IRAR O
—Does your knee still pain you on damp days?
PRI 5 B R e g 2
3. delivery: n. the act of delivering (letter, goods,etc.) TQI% 1B
This department store makes prompt delivery.
X 6 A B
Postmen are responsible for the delivery of letters to our houses.
HR3E 5 S THEE RO B BRI .
4. echo: v. repeat (the words, feelings, etc. of sb.) EH (i AfiE. BARRE)
—The little boy echoes everything his brother says.
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AN E S b EF AR R
—Their voices echoed in the big empty hall.
AT 1B 75 AR S R KT BB
5. inform: v. tell, give information to &V
Have you informed the compa:iy of your wish to leave it?
PR VR A wRAR B I R T 5 ?
—7’m afraid you were wrongly informed about the matter.
B RA N REIRE VT .
6. cram: v. force or press into a small space; crowd %€
He crammed all his clothes into the bag.
b3 AT A AR IRER AR T IX MR E.
It’s dangerous for so many people to be crammed into a bus.
KAZAFE—RAILRERRER.
7. stack: n. an orderly pile —& (M, 555
—1In Prof. Wang’s study you can find stacks of books on the floor.
TEEBEAS 5 AR R T LAE B HERU — R385 .
—The whole stack fell over and half the plates were broken.
—HRRTEITR, B EERT .
8. harm: v. injure or damage 145
A unkind and untrue story harmed his reputation.
— AN B G IR T b 2 75
—Don’t harm your eyes by reading in dim light.
AEEEHEPITETES, ZtiFERIIRE.

9. cash: n. money in the form of coins and paper notes I

I've very little cash on me so will you accept a check?
REAWLOUE, RITCEREG?
Fifty thousand bucks in cash is a lot of money.
50,000 SEICHL AR/ EH -
10. entitle: v. give (sb.) the right to do or have sth. 45 (FA) BF (BEHK)
——1t entitles you to at least 50% off the regular price of either frames or lenses when you buy
both.
WRARGIRAG /TN ERE, SiERERER R EFNMEZE D 50%H4H0.
—This ticket entitles you to a free boat tour on the lake.
IXFK TR AT ALE R S S8 AR T80 _E AR -
11. party: n. one of the people or sides in an agreement or argument —J5; 43 A
—The talks will be attended by all parties to the conflict.
PRSI B-T7 #R A5 R X LR )
—The two parties are having difficulty agreeing.
X 77 AR ARk R — B
12. shrink: v. become smaller ##/)»; Z5/)
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4
—The vast forests of West Africa have shrunk in the past 20 years.
et £ 20 4EE], FEIEMKIKAIBRAZEANT
——The advertisement says this material doesn’t shrink in the wash, but it has.
I8 BRI TR K YR ARGE, {BSERR EEIGET .
13. volunteer: v. offer (sth.) without being asked forit. BJ& ({80

——While I was trying to start the car, several people in the crowd volunteered advice.
RIERERSERE, ABFHILNABSRHEN

——Whenever someone is ill in our neighborhood, Jack will volunteer his services as a doctor.

ERMNEX, NEHARBAENRT, AR —BEAR B BRARS .

14. 0dd: adj. strange; unusual XM, ANFEFHHK

15.

16.

1.

2.

—Don’t you think it odd that that famous pop singer should have committed suicide?
BANELHHRFRRART, GRAKBTEDG?
—That house has been painted in such an odd combination of colors!
ARFr 55 7RI LT F KR E .
overhear: hear by chance; hear without the knowledge of the speaker(s) L& T W2, HvrE|
I overheard Bob talking about me in the next room.
BEE T RIS TERREE 5 7] TiRiBRK.
—I overheard part of their conversation.
Ftar U B AT E S RAE
finance: the management of money; (usu. pl) money for a business, nation or person T E; 4%
W &R
—His company needs a man who really knows finance.
)~ R HE—-LZEIEEWBHIA.
——Whether it can be done or not depends, of course, on your finances.

R BERETITERFRERER.

Language Points

(Para. 5) I was comfortably settled in a hotel room...: I was comfortably at rest in a hotle
room BAE—ZR il TE B 55 1A] B AT &7 ARARAE T T K
settle: v. place in a comfortable position AL F; 22 T3k
He took off his raincoat and settled by the fire. i FHA, REEKZALTF,
They got married and settled near London. fihfl145 T4, B THHMIE. -
(Para. 7) Another truck just pulled up out front: Another truck just stopped outside in fmni of
our house. X —4{-RZAF7E T BRAIHII T80 .
pull up: come to a stop; bring to astop (ff) & F
—Bob was walking along the street when suddenly a car pulled up beside him.
BIZ) IEWE KEITE, RA—RINREEE TS %,
—The driver pulled up (his car) at our door. '
APEEEERNMIO.
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3. (Para. 11) piece of cake: a colloquial phrase meaning “something that can be done or obtained
very easily” 25 121
After climbing mountains in the Swiss Alps, going up English hills is a piece of cake.
et ak PR AT LK, BEREREIRELE, FHERR/NE—K.
——The English test yesterday was a piece of cake. Most of us finished it in less than an hour.
FERMIGELRAS BIR. BAIKZHFRERB|—ANPRRMTET
4. (Para. 18) ...but knew better by now than to say so: ... but was smart enough to know that he
shouldn’t speak the truth. FIFAULAL .
know better than to: be wise or well-trained enough not to A 3kfi; BHHEHHE (MAZET)
You should know better than to go swimming right after eating. VRN iZENE R &AM 1%L
P27 88 ,
—You should know better than to make friends with such a mean person.
PRz E R AN EERIXF B ER A A ST A A
5. (Para. 22) They’ve been at it for hours: They’ve been doing it (or busy at it) for many hours.
AT T IR T .
at: engage in, busy over \HFHT; - F
I found him at his desk. AL ERFEF.
——They were already at the cornflakes when I entered the kitchen. %‘ZEIZEE‘ 5 F B, AT
BERZEKFT .
6. (Para. 22) ...but all this hasn’t made a dent, not a dent, in the situation!: ...but all this hasn’t
made the slightest change or improvement in the situation! {H—4]%% 7tk E14 !
dent: “a hollow in a (hard) surface made by a blow or pressure” [VIJ&; [V]4T
—The touch of his finger made a dent in my swollen face.
K F IR R _E—iZm 22—,
—The accident left a dent in his new car.
FHAEMRFELET T —1 MR
“Dent” can be used figuratively to mean “progress,” “a first step toward success,” esp. in the
phrase “make a dent in.” dent t4 7] LALLM & X, BEEE “YIPHE”, fhlRaEE
1&“make a dent in” .
It’s already 6 o’clock and we haven’t made a dent in this pile of work.
AR 6 RBh T, BAMERX—HETEPBRFEHLEXK.
Peter studied all evening, but hardly made a dent in his homework.
BR/EAT A b, ELJLFEBERE.
7. (Para. 30) The bonus program had worked until...: The bonus plan had been effective until...
LEHRER|--FITZBR
work: v. be effective, have the desired outcome Z=%{
-1 don’t think your plan will work.
BARAFIRAITHRIATAIE
—It’s no good trying that method, because it won’t work.
RWBHEH, BAXANTERT.

9 ¢,
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8. .(Para. 30) ...the workers had no business settling for $5 and a few competitive
bonuses...: ...the workers had no right to agree to $5 and just a couple of bonuses for the fastest
workers. . I}UI ERERBHEEA S TN — REFEREE
have no business to do/ doing sth. : have no reason or right to do sth. ¥HIEH (FAF) i‘{ﬁf{

Mary had no business to be so friendly to such a shameless person.

FO N A HE R XA AL 2 AW A

‘——You have no business saying such things about my brother.

PRBA B BB EF SR

settle for: agree to take or accept sth. in place of what is hoped for or demanded; be satisfied

with (GRAIZRfTHh) 432, Kt ‘

Bill wanted $1,000 for his used car but settled for $600.

TURKI—FZEZEH 1000 £T, HENB L, 600 TR T .

Beth won’t settle for being an ordinary housewife. She has decided to open a day nursery.

BLEAHETHENEENRE XA, heweEFr—1 .

9. (Para. 32) ... and a like amount for gifts: ...and a similar amount of money for gifts. 7£ 7 [F]

FERIERE T AL dh .
“Like” is used here as an adjective meaning “similar.” Like Z£iX B FH{EE 2], B A2 similar
@ Cil: D
—On his birthday Tom received $20 from his father and a like sum from his mother.
HRRK, HRNEERBREET 20 £50, MBBIREFEFE 20 %5,
10. (Para. 40) may/ might as well: have no strong reason not to & #f
—Since it’s a fine day, we might as well go home on foot.
RIXatf, MEAIEREFPATEIRK.
Since you are all here, I may as well tell you all about it.

RRFEEMAE, AL —UIEE FIRIT.

Confusable Words

1. inform /notify
inform v. ER FRICR A KA S A S R M ERR S A BEAL, AN aRE
inform sb. that...5¥ inform sb. (of /about sth.)
——Keep me informed of /about what happens.

EEREI AR A RAEME.

He informed the police that some money was missing.

R E YA LA AT .

notify v. JBH RIEXKSHAS EMAHE, %5 of st EM.

—The college notified me that I was awarded a scholarship.

FROEFE, BBIRT TR¥4E.

Please notify of your new address.= Please notify your new address to me.

HEMBARE B L.
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2. shrink / decrease / reduce -

shrink: v W45 385278 SH. ZHEEAEBRISEDN, W RAEFFKTREERGE D, Hif
KK, T8 ARIRHEE AT RAERSURETTRE
—Flannel is apt to shrink in the wash. J%2248¥ERT 547K .
——1t shrinks two inches the first time it got wet. ‘B ZERIRSZRIAT, W48 T # .
decrease v. yik/> IEEF. AD. KE. tLE, MME. HH. EEFED.
——The number of traffic accidents decreased last year. <35 EHEHHIEH BT
——Decrease the dose of medicine as you feel better. B SAKIEE, RERIOAE.
reduce v. ¥i/>, B FRANHICEER. AR, BE. EESHDOBREE. £XREEES
A AT Y “URAE” fE.
—The only way to do that is to reduce expenses.

RO A O e — T VE R IR D TE ]
—He won’t reduce the rent of our house.

AN S DY BRATT R 55 7L
——I’m trying to reduce, so I don’t want any sugar.

BAENE, FIEEAE.

| Key to Study & Practice .

- II. Comprehension of the Text

De 2)b  3)d 4)c 5b 6c Ta 8)d
I11. Vocabulary Activities

1.

DA thoughtful person thinks before spealdng and considers the feelings of others.
—AMETEEMARSE THE, JFHEERMARBE.

2) The library is closing. We might as well go home.
BBEERTT . EATHRIFEIK.

3) I'd like to draw yox:cr attentumto the fact that there is some sense after all in the speaker’s
nonsense. '
HARREREX A S, AR MEUEE A S LB AU LA B E R T .

4) Harry has a vivid imagination; he can make up iﬁaﬁéldﬁs stories.
FHAEFNARS ), AT LG B A i .

5) Although Margie was swimming so well, she failed to win the first prize and had to settlefor the
second.
BRI KIRG, HREMERE 5K, REEE 4.

6) I’'m quite determined to have the thing finished and d@newnh before leaving the office.
REREEBFHAZZRTEEHE M. '
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7) Competitive sports are recommended to young adults to prepare them for the cor
of college and business. '
FE N BB E AL A T B M B IR ML I ZE S

8) It pains/ pained me to admit that I was such a fool as to repeat the mistake.
REREEHIR, BB OHANERKET .

9) My boss paid me and added a bonus for the new customers I had signed up.
FARSFESETH, ROLRARE THATHNT —EXE.

10) A soldier should never shrink from the duty of defending his country even in the face of certain
death.

AT EERA Ak g (R T E K HERTT, BIfEm I SET-.

11) Due to exceptionally bad weather, the ship arrived late and the delivery of goods was not on
time. '
HFERR R, WEMBEE T, BHENE.

12) My wife was rather embarrassed when she overheard some of our guests say they didn’t like the
meal she’s cooked for them.
LEREFTEREDIEIZE N GMAIAZRC AR, dhIEH .

13) People in my hometown tend to eat more sour food on hot summer days presumably because it
could help quench their thirst.

BEZHMMTERAKNERECLERKREY), WTREFANRKEVHB T#E.

14) In the United States it is quite easy to find a place for rent, but the high cost keeps many young
people away.
EXREEMRE TAE, BERSHAEFZFRAZEMAL.

15) The professor was reluctant to stop grading the stack of papers on her desk, but she was really
too tired to read on.

AT BRSO P A R ERIR— KIRIB S0, BHESERERT, EEFEATET.
16) Bacteria reproducé themselves by splitting into two.
Mg — 0 — ABREH.

2

1) A visiting scholar inquired how long it would take a Chinese factory worker to save up for a
reﬁigérator. '
— vy ) 4 7] — AN E A2 KRR R 3K — & UKFE IR .
2) The general manager’s telegram informed the Seattle branch when he was due to arrive at the
city.
o 0 T ) R R R P P 2 B At A A IR BIA TR :

3) Conditions in the hospital were terrible. The place was falling apart and it was understaffed.
ERKRAES, FEER, AFALE.

4) At first the man demanded two hundred dollars for the used bike but eventually he had to settle
for half that amount .
EHIRAZ —F BITFERIANE 200 7T, BEEMARBARELNER.

5) One of the greatest problems facing the 21" century will be what to do with all the trash
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produced in the world.
— LR A B K A i K R R BER B A TR
6) The man ¢l d he’d been drinking with friends at the time of the murder, but the police were
still suspicious.
AN FRAERARKER f— HERAAR —RESE, [ERETVRIFE.
7) Normally farmers welcome the rainy seasons, but if there is too much rain, the flood will destroy
the crops.
WHRRRIOHZE, HEWRWKIZ RSB ER.
8) It may be a piece of cake to learn to drive an automobile but many new drivers are afraid to drive
on crowded city streets until they have more experience.
FIEAKE, (ERFSHENABIERS R RS LT, BE3H TRENAELR A 8L
IFs
9) An unpleasant task like this needs to be done with as quickly as possible.
BIX T AR AR R 2 RS IR
10) The new test should enable doctors to detect the disease early.
XA T M 0 A Lk B A R b E B
11) I think I am entitled to know why I was fired.
MNFRAM 2R, BIEBRERE.
12) Peter has been away from Rockford for quﬁe a while, so he knows nothing about what

happened there recently.
WA BT AR E A I KA T, %u@ﬁ%%%&ﬁi%%% TR 5.
3.
1) This morning Patty gave me a ring to ask for my aunt’s telephone number.
AR B ML BT HL U ) FBRIB A S 5 8D
2) A special committee was set up / has been set up to look into the matter and report to the board of
directors.
BOL T — MR R SR B H I EHSME.
3) The driver pulled up by the side of the road to give a blind man a lift.
ANEEIFRERIAIE— N E ABE.
4) Water, when boiled, always gives off steam.
mmmﬁémﬁﬁm$iﬁ%

5) Traffic on the bridge was held up for several hours because of the accident.
A%, Hr ERZOELZE T JLAN .

6) If we can keep up this speed, we should arrive there in about five hours.
m%&MUEAﬁFﬁ%,&MTHE£A¢HEEQK%E

7) Her eyes ran quickly over the letter to see who it was from.
WARRES T —ERAREHE, BRUEFRN.

8) My brother made up the time that he has wasted on Friday afternoon by working late that
evening.

AT IRANEIIE T AR IR], AR LB I3 TR R




