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PREFACE

China’s priceless cultural relics are famous throughout the world. Many of them,
however,are subjected to erosion by natural phenomena, like wind,rain,and sunlight. At
sites throughout China,a great number of stone and earthen cultural relics —for exam-
ple, stoneware, stone tablets, stone carving, and rock painting —are threatened. These

-tes include the Kucha »Dunhuang,and Yungang grottoes,the ancient city of Jiaohe,and
the Great Wall. Many specialists from China and abroad have been working towards de-
veloping methods to conserve these important sites. To date some scientific progress has
been made.

Mr. Li Zuixiong,a Dunhuang Research Institute scholar,is the first person in China
to receive a doctorate in relics conservation. He has developed a method (PS — C
method) for consolidating eroding rock carvings. This method was used to help reinforce
the Yulin Grottoes. In 1988, the Ministry of Culture awarded Mr. Li second prize for
Achievements in Science and Technology. He was also named as a member of the Na-
tional Bureau of Cultural Relics Commission for Achievements in Science and Technolo-
gy.

Mr. Li has also attained international recognition for his research on discoloration in
Dunhuang murals,and for developing color restoration materials,In cooperation with ex-
perts from the Unitded States and Japan,Mr. Li’s on worK mural painting diseases has
broken new ground.

Grottoes Conservation contains Mr. Li’ s scientific writings spanning more than
decade. This collection is an important achievement that will serve to promote further
studies in the field.

Duan Wenjie
Director —Dunhuang Academy
June 14,1994
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