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Preface

Chinese for Children is a textbook series for foreign children who wish to learn Chinese. The goal of
this course is to help cultivate learners’ ability to communicate in Chinese. It is designed for primary
school children in foreign countries or in international schools in China.

Chinese for Children consists of forty-one books in all. Each level is made up of a student’s
book, an activity workbook, and a teacher’s book. Each book contains twelve lessons and four revi-
sion units to ensure that students can well master the characters, phrases and sentence structures that
have been taught in the foregoing lessons.

Chinese for Children follows a balanced approach in developing learners’ listening, speaking,
reading and writing abilities. Emphasis is placed on teaching sentence patterns, with new vocabulary
introduced to allow learners to build a solid foundation in the language, rather than on the memoriza-
tion of grammatical rules. Using a variety of activities such as songs, games, story-telling, role play,
and oral exercises, necessary linguistic information is repeated throughout the series to ensure a good
understanding.

Chinese for Children is carefully designed to stimulate learners” interest in an unfamiliar lan-
guage and encourage them to develop a greater understanding of the richness of the Chinese language
and culture. It also makes use of stimulating materials that learners can apply what they learn to real-
life situations. When children are able to apply what they learn they may develop a stronger curiosity
and become more eager to apply what they learn in the classroom or in real-life communication.

As well as listening and speaking, the course also teaches some written Chinese. According to the
order of the strokes and components in Chinese characters, Chinese characters are introduced in order
of increasing difficulty — from easier one-stroke characters to more complex ones. The basic strokes
and rules are introduced in the first book in the series. Each new book builds on the characters, phrases
and sentence patterns learned in the preceding book or books in the series. By the time learners reach
the last book in the series they are expected to be able to communicate in some way in Chinese on the
basis of some 700 words and expressions.

The series also includes a simple 3-part pictorial dictionary of Chinese characters entitled Chi-
nese Characters in Pictures. This dictionary may serve as a useful reference tool for learners. The
Chinese Phonetic Alphabet is introduced in two separate books, Chinese Pinyin (Student’s Book) and
Chinese Pinyin (Teacher’s Book).

Chinese for Children is written and edited by the Shanghai Honggiao I and Culture




School which offers many different Chinese language and culture courses to children from over twenty
countries.

The series has greatly benefited from Zhuang Zhixiang, director of the Shanghai Foreign Lan-
guage Education Press, having made the writing of this Chinese course for children of other countries
an important project for the Press in its 11th 5-year Plan. After many months dedicated to the task,
chief editor Zhu Yifei, vice chief editors Chen Shu and Hu Dahui and over thirty other teachers and
translators working in close cooperation have finally completed the present forty-one books of the
course.

On behalf of the board of compilers, we would like to express our deep gratitude to the Shanghai
Foreign Language Education Press, Fudan University, the Shanghai American School, the Fudan-
Vanke Experimental Private School, and the Shanghai New Basic Education Experimental School for
their generous support and encourag in the p

ion and publication of this textbook series.

Zhu Yifei
Shanghai, China
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Rénwu jieshao
Introduction to the characters of this book
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Ms. Wang, female, Chinese
A Chinese teacher of Shang-
hai International School
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Barry. male, E

gyptian
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RERR: 6. B8, ZWF
Anna, female, British

Family members: Dad, Mom. her, etc
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Tard, male. Japanese of Chinese descent

&)

Family members: Dad. Mom, him, etc
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Kong Yangyang, female, American of
Chinese descent

Family members: Dad. Mom, her, etc
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Explanations of the symbols used for teaching activities
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Let’s talk  pysedon many cénturies of popular tradition.  Let’s write
This lively fantasy relates the 4mazing ad-
ventures of the priest Xuanzang as he trav-
els west in search of Buddhist sutras with
his three disciples. the irreverent and capable
Monkey, the greedy Pig, and Friar Sand, The
story is as full of imagination as the Mon-
key is of magic, and packed with incidents
and down-to-earth humour.
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Let's study Review
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