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“I have leukemia'.” Those were the first words out of Blake’s mouth
when he called me.

“What? You're lying to me,” I replied, praying that he was.

“Candy, I have leukemia. Why would I lie about something like this?”
At that moment, I burst into tears. He tried to tell me that he would be okay
and he was strong. But it was so hard for me to understand. Why does this
happen to the best people, the ones who haven't even lived their lives?

The next day at school, my friend Jessica handed me a red and blue
ribbon, the kind you get off a perfume package.

“Blake came over yesterday, and he told me to give this to you. He
said maybe you could wear it”. I stared at it for a while and shrugged my
shoulders, putting it inside my pocket.

A month later, Blake was in a hospital about two hours away from
where we lived. I begged my dad every weekend to take me to see him, and
finally one day he told his boss he had to take afternoon off. I was thrilled’.

I wanted to give my best friend a gift. But what? I pulled the ribbon out



