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SOCIAL TIME
& Zpha

) I f a man does not keep pace with his companions, perhaps it is because he
hears a different drummer.” This thought by Thoreau strikes a chord in so
many people that it has become part of our language. We use the phrase “the beat of
a different drummer” to explain any pace of life unlike our own. Such colorful
vagueness reveals how informal our rules of time really are. The world, children
simply “pick up” their society’s time concepts as they mature. No dictionary clearly
defines the meaning of “early” or “late” for them or for strangers who stumble over
the maddening incongruities (A~F1i¥) between the time sense they bring with them

and the one they face in a new land.

I learned this firsthand, a few years ago, and the resulting culture shock led me
halfway around the world to find answers. It seemed clear that time “talks.” But what
is it telling us?

My journey started shortly after I accepted an appointment as a visiting
professor of psychology at the federal university in Niteroi, Brazil. As I left home for
my first day of class, I asked someone the time. It was 9:05 am., which allowed me
time to relax and look around the campus before my 10 o’clock lecture. After what I
judged to be half an hour, I glanced at a clock I was passing. It said 10:20! In panic,
I broke for the classroom, followed by gentle calls of “Hello, professor.” and “How are
you, professor?” from unhurried students, many of whom, I later realized, were my
own. I arrived breathless to find an empty room.

Frantically, I asked a passerby the time. “Nine forty-five” was the answer. No,
that couldn’t be. I asked someone else. “Nine fifty—five.” Another said: “Exactly 9:43.”
The clock in a nearby office read 3:15. I had learned my first lesson about Brazilians:
their time-pieces are consistently inaccurate. And nobody minds.

My class was scheduled from 10 until noon. Many students came late, some very
late. Several arrived after 10:30. A few showed up closer to 11. Two came after that.
All the latecomers wore the relaxed smiles that I came, later, to enjoy. Each one said
hello, and although a few apologized briefly, none seemed terribly concerned about
lateness. They assumed that I understood.

The idea of Brazlian arriving late was not a great shock. I had heard about
“manha”’, the Portuguese equivalent of “manana”’ in Spanish. This term, meaning “to-
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morrow” or “the morning,” stereotypes the Brazilian who put off the business of today
until tomorrow. -The real surprise came at noon that first day, when the end of class
arrived.

Back home in California, I never need to look at a clock to know when the class
hour is ending. The shuffling of books is accompanied by strained expressions that say
plaintively, “I’m starving;I’ve got to go to the bathroom;I’'m going to suffocate(Z &)
if you keep us one more second”. (The pain usually becomes unbearable at two min-
utes to the hour in undergraduate classes and five minutes before the close of gradu-
ate classes.) '

When noon arrived in my first Brazilian class, only a few students left immediately.
Others slowly drifted out during the next 15 minutes, and some continued asking me
questions long after that When several remaining students kicked off their shoes at
12:30, I went into my own “starving/bathroom/suffocation” routine. :

I could not, in all honesty, attribute their lingering to my superb teaching style. I
had just spent two hours lecturing on statistics. Apparently, for many of my students,
staying late was simply of no more importance than arriving late in the first place.

During the year, 1 learned that the “manha” stereotype oversimplified the real
Brazilian differences in conceptions of time. Research revealed a more complex pic-
ture. With the assistance of colleagues, I compared the-time sense of 91 male and fe-
male students in Niteroi with that of 107 similar students at California State University
in Fresno. The universities are similar in academic quality and size, and the cities are
both secondary metropolitan( X#FHifH) centers with populations of about 350,000.

We asked students about their perceptions of time in several situations, such as
what they would consider late or early for a lunch appointment with a friend. The av-
erage Brazilian students defined lateness for lunch as 335 minutes after the scheduled
time, compared to 19 minutes for the Fresno students. But Brazilians also allowed an
average of about 54 minutes before they’d consider someone early, while the Fresno
students drew the line at 24.

And how does this relate to the stereotype of the apathetic(¥j&#), irresponsible
Latin nature? When we asked students to give typical reasons for lateness, the
Brazilians were less likely to attribute it to a lack of caring than the North Americans
were. Instead, they pointed to unforeseen circumstances that the person couldn’t
control. Because they seemed unwilling to feel personally responsible for being late,
they also expressed less regret for their own lateness and blamed others less when
they were late. '

We found similar differences in how students from the two countries character-
ized people who were late for appointments. Unlike their North American counterparts,
the Brazilian students believed that a person who is consistently late is probably more
successful than one who is consistently on time. They seemed to accept the idea that
someone of status is expected to arrive late. Lack of punctuality (5FA}) is a badge of
success.
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Even within our own country, of course, ideas of time and punctuality vary con-
siderably from place to place. Different regions and even cities have their own
rhythms and rules. Seemingly simple words like “now” , snapped out by an impatient
New Yorker, and “later”, said by a relaxed Californian, suggest a world of difference.
Formal “clock time” may be a standard on which the world agrees, but “social time”,
the heartbeat of society, is something else again.

As you envision tomorrow’s international society, do you wonder who will set
the pace? Americans or the Japanese? In both countries, speed is frequently confused
with progress. Perhaps looking carefully at the different paces of life around the world
will help us distinguish more accurately between the two qualities. Clues are
everywhere but sometimes hard to distinguish. You have to listen carefully to hear the
beat of even your own drummer. (1071 words)

- Reading Comprehension (Skimming and Scanning) (15 minutes)

Directions: You will have 15 minutes to go over the text quickly and answer
the questions as follows.

For questions 1-7, mark
Y (for YES) if the statement agrees with the information given in the text;
N (for NO) if the statement contradicts the information given in the text;
NG (for NOT GIVEN) if the information is not given in the text.

For questions 8-10, complete the sentences with the information given in the text.
1. The author was governed by the American tradition of punctuality.

(Y N NG)
2. Timepieces are consistently inaccurate in Brazil.
(Y N NG)
3. The author was shocked by the fact that many students were late for his
class. (Y N NG)
4. The author understood why the late comers were not concerned about
lateness. (Y N NG)
5. American understanding of time is typical of Western cultures in general.
(Y N NG)
6. Brazilian students seemed to accept the idea that lack of punctuality led to
success. (Y N NG)
7. People within one culture may hold different perceptions of time.
(Y N NG)

8. People use the phrase “the beat of a different drummer” to explain

9. In the research conducted by the author and his colleagues, they asked the
students about their
10. Even within one country, ideas of time and punctuality
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SKIMMING AND READING FLEXIBILITY
LR RE ZF

here are many kinds of reading speed, which depend on the difficulty of the
material being read as well as the student’s own reading ability and back-
ground knowledge.

In order to simplify the subject, let us state that there are three speeds. The
teacher will of course realize that there is no clear distinction between the three
different types of reading speed, but they are separated here so that we may study
them. v

The first reading speed we might call ‘study speed’. This is the slowest reading
speed, and it is used for difficult material. It is also used when one wishes to have a
high rate of understanding as well as good retention (if{Z). In this type of reading
the student attempts to study the material carefully so that he will not miss a single
point. He also hopes to remember the material at a large time. Unfortunately, many
students use this slow study speed when really they should be using a ‘study
technique’. Study techniques involve such things as reading the material once rapidly
then going back over it to pick up more of the details, or underling, or outlining, or
thinking of questions on the material and answering them, and so on.

The second reading speed we shall call average speed. Reading of average speed
is what a student does most of the time. Average reading speed would cover easier
text—-books, novels, newspapers, and so on. It is difficult to say exactly what average
reading speed should be, but the author’s experience with courses in the United
States suggests that it should certainly be faster than 250 words per minute, while
many students can read quite comfortably at 500 words per minute after training.
Comprehension at average speed is about 70%.

Average reading speed varies considerably from person to person and from time
to time. A good reader’s average reading speed might vary from 250 words per minute
to 500 words per minute, while a poor reader’s average reading speed might vary from
150 to 180 words per minute. Note that the poor reader’s speed has little variation;
this is one mark of a poor reader. Variations in speed can be caused by unfamiliarity

O



Unit 2 Al J,’
N

of the subject being read, the reader’s motive or intention in reading, and external

conditions such as noise or type-size.

Skimming is reading at the fastest speed which a person can accomplish. It is
used when a reader wishes to cover material in a hurry. It is also used when high
comprehension is not required. This does not mean that in skimming a person accepts
a ridiculously low standard of comprehension: Merely that he will accept a level of
comprehension somewhat lower than that which can be obtained at study speed or at
average reading speed.

It is difficult to say exactly how fast skimming should be, but a safe rule of
thumb is that it should be twice as fast as the fastest average reading. If, for
example, a student begins a reading course at 200 words per minute, it is reasonable
to expect that at the end of this course, if the course has been successful and the
student has tried hard, he will be reading at 400 words per minute, average speed.
Hence we expect this student’s skimming to be 800 words per minute or better.

Now, in order that the student shall achieve this tremendously fast rate of skim-
ming, we must ascribe those characteristics of skimming which make it different from
average reading. In average reading the student does not skip any material; he covers
the entire amount of reading matter. This does not mean that his eyes fixate or stop
on every word, neither does it mean that he can skip any whole sentences or halves
of paragraphs. In skimming, however, it is fair to leave out material. Often a reader
will leave out half or three—quarters of a paragraph if he feels he has got the main
idea. Thus skimming differs from average reading in the fact that readers selectively
leave out chunks of material

Skimming also differs from average reading in that the student intentionally
accepts lowered comprehension. In average reading the student attempts to get as
good comprehension as he can; this usually means 70 or 80%.

Now we come to the problem faced by the student who is about to do a skim-
ming exercise. Precisely what does the student do to get going at this extremely fast
rate? What material does he leave out?

Let us say that the student wishes to skim a factual (Z3L[H)) article of several
thousand words. He should first read the opening paragraph or two at his fastest
average rate. That means that he leaves out nothing, but goes at his top reading speed
of 300 or 400 words per minute. He reads the whole of the first several paragraphs in
order to get started, to get the idea of the story, the setting, a little of the author’s
style, the tone or mood, and so on Frequently an author will give an introduction in
the first few paragraphs and this will help to give the reader an overall gestalt ( SRR
Z5#)  of the story. But very shortly, if the student is to achieve a skimming rate of
800 words per minute or better, he must begin leaving out material. Hence, on the
third or fourth paragraph he reads only the key sentence, struggles to get the main
idea of the paragraph, and skips the second half. Perhaps he will read the key
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