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Introduction

This book represents the results of the author’s research on Chinese measure
words with a focus on the semantic aspect. The content includes: a summary of the
former research on Chinese measure words, the sub-categorization of measure
words, the study of the relationship between the grammatical form and meaning
from the perspective of distribution of measure words, the study of semantic features
and usage of measure words from the semantic perspective, and the formation and
change of meaning of measure words through diachronic and synchronic
analyses, etc.

This book is the result of the research based on an abundance of data: more
than 260 research papers on Chinese measure words, 18,000 definitions (inclu-
ding dictionary entries) and more than 300 errors from students’ compositions.
Measure words belong to the closed class of words with a total number of 789 ac-
cording to the statistics. This book deals with only commonly used ones, analyzes
each of them in depth and carefully in order to discover the general rules, so as to
explain some controversial topics from new perspectives and gain a new insight into
those neglected grammatical phenomena. This constitutes not only an outstanding
feature of this book, but also a breakthrough in current research on measure words.

This book makes an innovative effort to integrate the study of the distributive
features with the semantic study of measure words. It puts emphasis on discovering
the semantic and grammatical categories and the relationship between the form and
meaning of measure words.

Most of the papers in this book have already been published; some of them
have been presented on academic conferences; and some have won the awards of
“Excellent Research Papers” of Tianjin Language Society. The book represents the
important achievements in the research on measure words.
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As the research on measure words has a direct bearing on the understanding of
the scientific nature of the guammatical system, an academic work on measure
words will help the construction and perfection of Chinese grammar and lexicology.
This book provides not only references for linguists, but also theoretical guidelines
for commputer scientists who are engaged in the research of natural language pro-
cessing.

As foreign students are very liable to make mistakes when acquiring measure
words, the analyses and explanations on complex measure words in this book will
certainly facilitate Chinese language teaching and learning, which is where the
practical value of the book lies. Besides its academic value, this book also, on a
theoretical base, provides guidance for teaching Chinese as a foreign and teaching
Chinese to miniority nationalities. The appendices such as “ Collocation of nouns
and measure words” , “Commonly used expressions with measure words in Chinese
and English” , “Research papers on measure words” , etc. provide valuble refere-
nees for the researchers and students. It is the author’s hope that this book will
bring a new insight into Chinese measure words, and benefit a larger range of peo-

ple from college students to researchers both in China and abroad.
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Preface to the Enlarged Edition

This is an enlarged edition of Research into Modern Chinese Measure Words
(Revised Edition), which is a monograph on the research of modern Chinese
measure words. Since its publication in September, 2000, Research into Modern
Chinese Measure Words has been welcomed by the academic field as well as common
readers . Shortly after the book was reprinted on March, 2001, the revised edition
was published in August of the same year. Many researchers have cited this book ;
meanwhile a lot of them and students wrote to me to acknowledge my work and com-
mented that the book “is the only research work on modern Chinese measure words
so far”. To express my gratitude to the researchers and readers, especially to Bei-
jing Language and Culture University Press for their suggestion in publishing the en-
larged edition of this book, I decided to re-compile this book, explore further into
the research and add some new topics.

The past twenty years have witnessed my painstaking efforts in the research of
Chinese measure words. Back in 1985, I started to focus on this specific research
area and dedicated to the collection and accumulation of first-hand language materi-
als to enrich the corpus. The exploration into the world of measure words is not with-
out frustrations. From the individual characteristics of measure words, I moved to
their connections to numerals, nouns and verbs, focusing on structure description
combined with semantic analysis; and from the description and explanation of lan-
guage materials, I progressed to the exploration of theories relating to semantics,
pragmatics and grammar. The academic value and language evidence are both em-
phasized and presented.

Besides, I also attempted to explore new research methods. Based on the rich
and relevant language materials, 1 provided description of static semantic and gram-
matical features, as well as analysis of dynamic features. Topics are discussed in mi-
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cro aspects with the macro aspects in view in order to pursue the depth, width and
scientificity of the research.

The adoption of contrastive research method is another feature of this book. By
contrasting different languages, and bordering meanings of words, both synchronic-
cally and diachroniccally, I was trying to study specific language phenomena both
from multi-angle and at multi-level, hoping to achieve my academic goal by explo-
ring a new way of researh and developing new ideas instead of following the old re-
search mode.

In the former two editions of this book the research on complex measure words
was not included. With the development of society, the number of Chinese measure
words has been increasing rapidly in recent years. So in this edition, I have added a
chapter providing answers to the related questions raised by many readers. In addi-
tion concerning the confusion the readers have in differentiating multi-functioning
from false multi-functioning measure words, I also included the discussion on this
topic, which I hope will be helpful to the readers.

Most of the papers in this book were presented in the past conferences such as
the 6" Intemationél Conferece on Chinese Language Pedagogy, the 1* International
Conference on Bilingual Pedagogy, the 7" Symposium on Teaching Chinese as a
Foreign Language, the 11" Symposium on Modern Chinese Grammar, etc. , and
published in the publications such as Chinese Teaching in the World, Bilingual
Teaching and Research, Journal of Nankai University, Research on Chinese Lan-
guage and Culture, etc. In this edition Chapter 18 is added to Volume 10 and
Chapter 19 to Volume 11. The content is re-organized into 13 parts and 22 chapters

instead of 20 in the original edition.

He Jie
Nankai University
March, 2008
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