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Hope the Yixing stoneware in this exhibition
would come back to the context of its own age



This catalogue has been made possible by the support of the Mai Foundation.
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Dabin’s teapots were favored in the Palace, Mingyuan’s dishes were
popular overseas——a Ming idiom

Zisha clay is the best material for teapot, because it will not cover the
Jfragrance of tea, and keep no taste of over-boiled water——Zhangwu zhi
(Treaties on superfluous things) by Wen Zhenheng of the Ming Dynasty

Zisha, or Yixing stoneware from the Jiangnan region (Yangtze delta), is an important
Chinese pottery which appeared later than Neolithic painted pottery, terracotta
sculptures of Qin and Han dynasties, Tang sancai, and liuli wares. It played an
important role in the Chinese ceramics history in perfectly combining the utility and
art with special regional features and elegant literati tastes.

Zisha ware is from Yixing of Jiangsu province near Taihu Lake. The major Shushan
kiln site is located in the over 22 kilos southeast of the Yixing city, and only around
5 kilos to the Taihu Lake. From 2005 to 2007, the United Archaeology Team,
organized by the Nanjing Museum, Wuxi Museum, Cultural Relics Administration
Office of Yixing, and Yixing Ceramics Museum, made the first archaeology
excavation of zisha kiln site in the Chinese ceramics history. Over 30,000 pieces of
zisha, jun-glazed wares or shards were discovered, which provides huge amount of
first-hand materials. Deeper research in comparing these unearthed pieces to those
from old collections should be greatly beneficial to display the development of zisha
ware in the history.

Zisha ware was popular for both the masterpieces and master potters in the Ming and
Qing Dynasty. Wang Shishen, a famous scholar in the period between late Ming and
early Qing Dynasty, had set the zisha ware at the same high level with various crafts.
In his book Chibei outan (Occasional Chats North of the Pond), he remarked, “the
wonderful crafts of today well known in the country include Pu Zhonglian’s bamboo
carving, Jiang Qianli’s mother-of-pearl inlaid, Bronze vessel from Zhang Mingqi
of Jiaxing, Yixing teapots by Shi Dabin, and porcelain cup by Hao Shijiu from
Fuliang”. Here, the Yixing teapots should refer to the zisha ware that shows its high
position in the crafts of the day.

Zisha ware is not only a beautiful craft, but a symbol of wonderful life. It is brilliant,
mysterious and elegant. Its brilliance is presented on the simple shape, elegant taste
and rich smoothness. It is mysterious because the origin, history, technique and
features of different periods all have uncertain questions. Many scholars took part in
the design of zisha wares and further make it (especially the teapot) full of cultural
elegance of literati.




The Mai Foundation from Taiwan has a long history of friendship with Nanjing
Museum.The president Mai Kuangcheng and curator Joseph H.T. Sung both
highly enjoyed the appreciation of zisha masterpieces, and wish to provide
assistance in professional researches and public exhibitions. In the September of
2004, Appreciation of Zisha teapots, an important exhibition displaying the zisha
masterpieces was hold in the Nanjing Museum. The exhibits were loaned from
14 institutions, which include 30 pieces from the Foundation. Since 2006, the
Foundation had sponsored our museum for archaeology excavation of the zisha
kiln sites and researches. This exhibition is co-organized by our two institutions
to display the masterpieces of Yixing stoneware from Nanjing Museum, Mai
Foundation and archaeology discovery from Jiangsu province.

The Yixing stoneware in the collection of Nanjing Museum is the best on both
quantity and quality around the country. The fifty pieces in this exhibition are mostly
first time to show public in China. They all from famous potters, such as Shi Dabin,
Xiang Shengsi, Yang Pengnian, Gu Jingzhou, Jiang Rong. Most of them are teapots,
and also include some decorative pieces, studio objects, imitation of fruits and nuts.
These fascinate artworks with reliable provenance represent the highest craft quality
of the Ming and Qing Yixing stoneware.

The Mai Foundation also carefully selected sixty-four teapots from its Yixing
stoneware collection of over 2000 pieces for this exhibition. These teapots were
mostly acquired from famous European collectors. Various styles are presented as
teapots with reticulated design, teapots in the shape of bamboo-stalk bunch, teapots
with appliqué decoration, canister, tea wares, and some Dutch and British stoneware.
Most of them are representative objects of export ware, which specially ordered by
European from second half of the 17th century to the 19th century.

The archaeology discovery in the show is aimed to exemplify the development of
Yixing stoneware to connect both of the old and new, domestic and export ware.

The gratitude should be expressed to the State Administration of Cultural Heritage
and Bureau of Cultural Relics of Jiangsu Province for their support and guidance.
I also hope to acknowledge Wuxi Museum, Cultural Relics Administration Office
of Yixing, Yixing Ceramics Museum, Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology
of Yangzhou, Xuzhou Municipal Museum, Jintan Municipal Museum for their
invaluable assistance. Without the contribution from all the friends, this exhibition
and the catalogue would not be available today!

Gong Liang / Director, Nanjing Museum
September 1st, 2008
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Following ‘the Appreciation of Zisha Teapots Exhibition ’ at the Mid-Autumn of 2004, Mai
Foundation is honored to cooperate with Nanjing Museum again to present the exhibition Yixing
Stoneware, Hidden Fragrance of Purple Jade:The Collection from Nanjing Museum and Mai
Foundation and the symposium on the Yixing stoneware. It is pleased to see that this subject has
attracted more concerns among the ancient ceramics research in the last four years.

The word ‘Yixing’ always can be found in the research publications about the ‘Yixing stoneware’ in
the last 30 years. The word is not only a geological place name, but refers to Zisha (purple clay) ware
as well. In the Qing Imperial Archives of Displays of Cloisonné, Glass, Yixing, and Ceramics, ‘Yixing’
had already been used to refer zisha. In the foreign documents, including German, Dutch, French,
English, Danish, and Swedish, ‘Yixing’ had been used to substitute ‘terra sigillata’ (a type of ancient
Roman dark red pottery) and to refer this Chinese red pottery since the 19th century.

In the early 16th century, Portuguese and Spanish began to open the great navigation age with
advanced ship in worldwide sea trading. The following 17th century is an important period for
European might to conquer the world and make the first step to the worldwide network of economy
and culture. At that time, England, France, Netherlands, Denmark and Sweden respectively
founded the East India Company, which had transported ‘Yixing’, or zisha ware, to Europe. Today,
various Yixing stoneware exported together with Chinese tea can be found in the collections in the
Kunsthistorisches Museum in Vienna, the Royal Danish Kunstkammer in Copenhagen, Zwinger
Museum in Dresden and many European museums and castles. Whatever ‘red’, ‘brown’, or ‘chocolate’
to depict this stoneware in their records, it should be just mean the special color which only Chinese
Yixing stoneware has.

When people read the porcelain history of Europe in the last 300 years, it is exemplified that Yixing
stoneware played an important role in inspiring European to reinvent the porcelain. At the beginning,
in 1672, Delft red stoneware teapots similar to Yixing were created in Netherlands. Then, a German
alchemist Johann Friedrich Bottger began to produce so called ‘Béttgersteinzeug’, which was imitated
Yixing stoneware but with less sophisticated skill on appliqué and reticulated decoration. IN 1710,
white porcelain made of kaolin was successfully re-invented in MeiBen, Germany. With the porcelain
recipe and potters’ emigration, the other European countries began to build royal kilns and the high
quality European ceramics has been produced until now. It can be concluded as a short and important
contribution from Yixing stoneware to the European Ceramic history and art history. We deeply
hope more and more publications on historical collection of Yixing and deeper researches would be
presented in future.

On behalf of Mai Foundation, I wish to express our gratitude to the State Administration of Cultural
Heritage, Bureau of Cultural Relics of Jiangsu Province, Nanjing Museum, Wuxi Museum, Cultural
Relics Administration Office of Yixing, Yixing Ceramics Museum, Institute of Cultural Relics and
Archaeology of Yangzhou, Xuzhou Municipal Museum, Jintan Municipal Museum, Quanzhou
Museum of Fujian Province for their invaluable assistance. I would also like to offer our heartfelt
appreciation to all the friends who undertook the organization of this exhibition and the edit of the
catalogue. )

Joseph H.T. Sung
Curator, Mai Foundation
September 1st, 2008
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Yixing stoneware excavated
from Jiangsu Province
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Among all the unearthed Yi ixing stoneware in nearly intact
condition from Jiangsu Province. this exhibition is presenting the
pieces from Jintan. Xuzhou and Yangzhou. These wares were
excavated from ancient well or relic sites with dating from Jiajing
reign of Ming Dynasty to Jiaging reign of Qing Dyn: isty. All of
them are daily-use objects that provide the information how the
people of that day used the Yi IXing stoneware.
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