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SU JEN-SHAN, ECCENTRIC GENIUS OF KWANGTUNG:

HIS LIFE AND ART
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* One of the most important academic duties of the

i Centre of Asian Studies is to encourage and develop the
#  study of those aspects of Chinese culture peculiarly
¥ Cantonese. This is not always an easy task; in a cul-
ture as centrally oriented as the Chinese, provincial
differences have not always been fully appreciated nor
have they necessarily been considered worthy of sepa-
rate scholarly attention. But there have always been
exceptions, and the story of the rediscovery of Su Jen-

shan &% {= Jv 1is almost as significant as the account ;E
of the man and his works. £
e

Despite generalizations there have always been a_ §§

few who recognized the special merits of local artists 5

and art forms. The Centre of Asian Studies has been

fortunate in having associated with it from the begin- o
ning Mr Jen Yu-wen #j A& %_ a scholar and collector #
who has understood the role of Cantonese culture within §
the broader context and who has been active in promot- e
ing its study and appreciation. He it is to whom we #
are indebted for undertaking a collection of the paint- x;
ings of the great Cantonese artist, patriot, and eccen- 3
tric, Su Jen-shan; now we are further indebted to Mr #
Jen for writing the fruits of his research into the '>'<
artist's life and times and making them available in 3%
the form of this significant historical study. %

Mr Jen began collecting the paintings of Su Jen- ;
shan some thirty years ago. A grand exhibition of #
Cantonese cultural objects in Hong Kong in 1940 re- §
vealed the importance of this painter, as critics for F
the first time were able to obtain a comprehensive view ¥
of his works. 1In 1948 Mr Jen organized in Canton the E
first full exhibition of Su Jen-shan, but the impact B

was lost in the political turmoil. Nevertheless, T
although Chinese art critics then realized that Su Jen- ';;‘
shan was indeed an eccentric genius worthy of further %
study, yet, aside from an exhibition of Hong Kong's 4
city hall in 1966 and continued private study of his f
work by private collectors, little significant had been
accomplished in twenty years. &
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The Centre of Asian Studies is, therefore, espe-
cially pleased that it has been able to encourage the
publication of these definitive materials and to have
promoted the possibility of a more definitive Su Jen-
shan exhibition from the collection of Mr Jen Yu-wen.
The Centre is concerned with many aspects of Cantonese
studies; for example the theatre--a subject also close
to Mr Jen's heart--and anthropological research in the
New Territories. In this present publication on Su
Jen-shan, in the forthcoming English-language study of
Pierre Ryckmans--to be published through the Centre--
and in the exhibition from Mr Jen's paintings, we have
been enabled to establish a firm base for ocur continued
research into Cantonese culture.

We all owe a debt of sincere gratitude to Mr Jen
Yu-wen for his scholarly devotion and foresight. He
is already firmly established for his monumental work
on the T'ai-p'ing T'ien-kuo X F £ M and for
his study of the Cantonese phllosopher Ch'en Hsien-
chang (Ch'en Pai-sha) PR EX @ as well
as for a wide variety of other rescarch. But all these
were already accepted as matters of importance. The
significance of the present study is that it both opens
new doors to an understanding and appreciation of a
neglected artist and provides an unusual insight into
the true essence of Cantonese culture.

H H K1ng
Director, Oentre of Asian Studies

University cf Hong Keng
January 12, 1370
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