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THE GLORIOUS 50 YEARS OF SHAANXI

(1949 —1999)
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PREFACE

Here I'd like to render my special congratulations on the

publication of the picture album "50 Years Glorious Achievements
of Shaanxi Provinee”.

On celebrating the grand day, the 50" anniversary of the founding
1999, we feel

unusually touched and inspired looking back and forth, and eyeing

of the People's Republic of China on October 1,

on the reality it seems that our heart is on the tde,

Shaanxi has a long history and is one of the important cradles of
the early Chinese people and culture, which is well known for the
cultural heritage of Chinese nation, In history it served as the
political, economic and cultural center for many dynasties, and
was the first region where the Chinese civilization went to the
world. The province also contributed a lot to the existence and
multiplication of Chinese nation, and to the development of the
human civilization. Shaanxi has a splendid page on the Chinese as
well as the world history.

Shaanxi is the cradle of the Chinese revolution and the home to
Yaunan Spirit.

The provinee has a Tavorable geographic location and is the
gateway from the cast 1o the northwest and southwest of China.
Guanzhong Plain s flat and has large expanses of rich soil,
Hanzhong Basin and Qinba Mountains are rich and beautiful with
areen hills and clear waters, northern Shaanxi Plateau has thick
layer of yellow carth with innumerable gullics and gorges
intersecting one and another. The complex geographic features,
different climate and natural conditions provide the provinee with
rich energy resources both in the north and the south, diverse and
abundant species of animals, and rich ground and underground
materials, Shaanxi is a good place with beautiful mountains and
valleys.

The picture album has over half a million words and thousands

of distinet and precious pictures. It illustrates vividly the ups and

downs, the glorious achievements experienced by 36 million

Shaanxi people, and the pro;_,%meggrmmw with the solid
steps of the Republic under the leadership of the Communist Party
wtﬂkﬂﬂ

of China.

The 50) years is |
courageous struggles. Esp
up is all desperate and ﬁ
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civilization rejuvenate prosperously with modern civ
more attention has been focused on the economic
the development of social production forees and the ;luuee.
of infrastructure building. The provincial economy is increasing
at a comparatively higher speed. The strategic goal that the general
economic volume doubles on the basis of that of 1980 has been
realized. The provincial GDP has reached 141,052 billion RMB
that is 33 times more than the figure 1.285 billion RMB of 1952,
In the 30 years before the reform and opening-up, the provincial
GDP was 8.1 billion RMB in 1978 that was 4.5 times as much as
that of 1952 In the 20 years after the reform and opening-up, the
GDP of 1998 is 5.1 times more than that of 1978, From this
comparison, we can see that the economic increasing speed in this
20 years, which 1s 2.7 percent faster than in the previous 30 years,
every year is the quickest economic growing period in Shaanxi
Provinee, Since the reform and opening-up 20 years ago, the structure
of the ownership system in our provinee has changed deeply, at the
same time the industrial framework has been adjusted accordingly
and effectively, Various aspects of the social causes have achieved
greater progress. The iving standard of the rural and urban people
has improved apparently and continuously, All these achievements
are perfectly obvious and have won universal praise.

"50 Years Glorious Achievements of Shaanxi Province” is
scientifically referential, comprehensive and Tull of insight, and it
is really worth reading. The album unfolds in an all around way
the panorama of the picture of Shaanxi s construction, which s

.

Looking back at the 50 years, with large-scale construction,

revealing and appreciable.
especially with the 20 years development, Shaanxi has established
six advantageous industries, which include aviation and acrospace,
electronics and mechanics, energy resources and chemical,
medicine, architecture, and fruit. It has become an important
province of industrial bases, rich energy resources, strong science
and education background, and abundant cultural heritage in the
middle and western part of china.
The sacred undertaking of inheriting the past and breaking new
‘trails m[ﬁwﬁlm has historically landed on our shoulders.
%bﬁﬁerwmgmm;mory following
Bﬁﬁorml People's Qongrcw

in the tuty{q. u,ud,e: ths le_ade hip (ﬂ the CPC Central Committee
lh(_‘afmqie;m%;_&emn};m the core. The strategic goals, that i

" [to transform cich-energy resources into.a rich economy, strong .
ities’ ol |

ence and researeh capacity into-advantageous industries.
0 .we]l kmum murnt aftraetions, are
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