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Chapter One

‘My dear Mr Bennetl,” said his wife to him one
day, ‘have you heard that Netherfield Park? has
been let at last?’

Mr Bennet replied that he had not.

‘But it has,’ she repeated. ‘Mrs Long® has
just been here, and she told me all about it.’

Mr Bennet made no answer.

‘Do you not want to know who has taken it »
cried his wife impatiently.

‘You want to tell me, and I have no objection
to* hearing it.

This was quite enough encouragement.

‘Well, my dear, Mrs Long says that Nether-
field is taken by a young man of large fortune from
the north of England, that he came down on Mon-
day to see the place and was so delighted with it
that he agreed to take possession immediately,
and some of his servants are to be in the house
by the end of the week.

‘What is his name ?’

‘Bingley.%
1. Mr Bennet ['benit] —— I{pyides:, 2. Netherfield
['nedofi:ld] Park——BH#EHRE. ° 3. Mrs Long [lon] B4

KA. 4. have objection to——3%f - FRR A . 5. Bingley
['bipli]—5£7F,
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‘Is he married ?’

‘Oh, no, my dear, surely not ! An unmarried
man of large fortune, four or five thousand a year.
What a fine thing for our girls !’

‘How can that be? What difference does it
make to' them ?’

‘My dear Mr Bennet,’ replied his wife, ‘How
can you be so annoying? You must know that
I am thinking of his marrying one of them.

‘Is that his intention in settling here ?’

‘Intention ?  Nonsense, how can you talk like
that ! But it is likely that he may fall in love with
one of them, and therefore you must visit him as
soon as he comes.’

‘I see no reason for that. You and the giris
may go, or, even better, you may send them by
themselves, because as you are as good-looking
as any of them, Mr Bingley might like you the
best of the party.’

‘My dear, you praise me too hlghly I cer-
tainly have had my share of beauty, but when a
woman has five grown-up daughters, she ought
to give up thinking of her own appearance. But
you must indeed go and see Mr Bingley when he
comes.’ &

‘It is more than I promise.’

‘But consider your daughters. Indeed, you
must go, because it will be impossible for us to visit
him, if you do not.

1. make difference (to)—7FRER, HE M.
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‘Youare too anxious to do what is proper, surely.
I dare say Mr Bingley will be very glad to see you,
and I will send him a few words! by you to inform
him of my hearty consent to his marrying which-
ever of tle girls he chooses, though I must throw
in* a good word for my little Lizzy3.’

‘I hope you will do no such thing. Lizzy is
not a bit better than the others, but you are
always giving her the preference.’

“They have none of them much to recommend
them,’ he replied. ‘They are all silly and empty-
headed like other girls, but Lizzy is a little more
intelligent than her sisters.’

‘Mr Bennet, how can you speak of your own
daughters in such a way? You take delight in
annoying me. You have no pity on my poor
nerves.’ o )

‘You are mistaken, my dear. I have a high
respect for your nerves. They are my old friends.
I have heard you mention them for the last twenty
years.”

‘Ah! You do not know how I suffer.’ ’

Mr Bennet was such a peculiar mixture of
cleverness, sharp humour, silence and unexpected
changes of mind, that the experience of twenty-
three years had not been long enough to make his
wife understand his character. Her mind was
less difficult to grasp. She was a foolish woman.
1. send word——#&4, ([a)3%)iE4I, 2. throw in——###,
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When she was discontented, she fancied herself
to be ill. The business of her life was to get her
daughters married; its pleasure was visiting and
news. '

Chapter Two

Mr Bennet was among the first of those who
visited Mr Bingley. He had always intended
to do so, though he continued to let his wife be-
lieve that he would not go. It was made known
the following evening. )

Observing his second daughter occupied in!
sewing ribbon on a hat, he suddenly addressed
her with: I %

‘I hope Mr Bingley will like it, Lizzy.’

‘We are not in a position to? know what Mr
Bingley likes,” said her mother bitterly, ‘if we '
are not to visit him.’

‘But you forget, mamma,” said Elizabeth,
‘that we shall meet him at the public balls, and
that Mrs Long has promised to introduce him.’

‘I do not believe Mrs Long will do any such
thing. She has two nieces of her own. She
is a selfish, insincere woman, and I have no opinion
of her®’

1. be occupied in IoF, M=, 2. in a position to (do

sth.)—— BB (il H58), 3. have no opinion of sh.——i\JRy
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‘Neither have I, said Mr Bennet, ‘and I am
glad to find that you do not depend on her
serving you.’ -

Mrs Bennet would not make any reply, but,
unable to control her annoyance, began scolding
one of her daughters.

‘Don’t keep coughing so, Kitty,! for heaven’s
sake ! Have a little pity on my poor nerves.’

‘Kitty lacks judgment in her coughs,’ said her
father. ‘She chooses the wrong moment.’

‘I do not cough for my own amusement,” re-
plied Kitty. ‘When is your next ball to be, Lizzy ?’

‘In two weeks from tomorrow.’

‘So it is,” cried her mother, ‘and Mrs Long does
not come back till the day before, so it will be
“impossible for her to introduce him, because she
will not know him herself.’

‘Then, my dear, you may have the advantage
of? your friend, and introduce Mr Bingley to ker.’

‘Impossible, Mr Bennet, impossible, when I
am not acquainted with him myself. How can
you be so annoying !’

‘Well, if you will not perform this duty, I will
do it myself.’ .

The girls stared at their father. Mrs Bennet
said: ‘Nonsense, nonsense! I am sick of#®
Mr Bingley.’

‘I.am sorry to hear that, but why did you not

1. Kitty ['kiti] — 3% (Catherine ['keGorin] — 3| ZERkicHE
), MARREANEMA %)L, 2. have the advantage of
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10



“Ipm g, A et t, “RAEF4H

B IR A RS RS o '
 URREROR RS, EUR DR R,
18 8 — A & L3k

“BrE LML, BBRARE, £ KE—
CTFRARHMEE,”

L I R R 0 R — R, I AR . “R%
BE R RN ”

SRR RMEETEH, B E LY. R, R
MTF—A g2 A 217

PR SARE, BEmHAILE.”

“EORINME, M EER AR, “ARKBLEES
RATHRM —RAFE R Fril, Bk Bifiss
BT RER, B R AR NRBIE.”

“IBa, FBH, BIRGRSETHRVRE LR,
BAESEFI S BRI T
OCRTRE, NNREL, AT, RATER
INRME . BRA S WKL

CHEIE, BN EUR I X 4, Rk T M.

2 LATIES B RS I B 2 I A0 . LA AR
KA “HIBE, WU RITREAM k"

“WHHRCREDE, RALEM, FHRIAHAR S R

74



