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STCW Code Part A/Part 3
PART 3 - WATCHKEEPING AT SEA

PART 3 -1 PRINCIPLES TO BE OBSERVED
IN KEEPING A NAVIGATIONAL WATCH
Watch arrangements

Navigation with pilot on board

49 Despite the duties and obligations of pilots, their presence on
board does not relieve the master or officer in charge of the naviga-
tional watch from their duties and obligations for the safety of the ship.
The master and the pilot shall exchange information regarding naviga-
tion procedures, local conditions and the ship’ s characteristics. The
master and/or the officer in charge of the navigational watch shall co
— operate closely with the pilot and maintain an accurate check on the
ship’ s position and movement.

50 If in any doubt as to the pilot’ s actions or intentions, the officer
in charge of the navigational watch shall seek clarification from the pi-
lot and, if doubt still exists, shall notify the master immediately and

take whatever action is necessary before the master arrives.
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STCW 2y %3 1995 4R (& IE RPN 10
(STCW A&7 —3E30)

STCW Convention/Res. 10

CONFERENCE RESOLUTION 10
TRAINING OF MARITIME PILOTS, VESSEL TRAFFIC
SERVICE PERSONNEL AND MARITIME PERSONNEL

EMPLOYED ON MOBILE OFFSHORE UNITS

THE CONFERENCE,

HAVING ADOPTED the 1995 amendments to the International Con-
vention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for
Seafarers (STCW), 1978,

BEARING IN MIND the contribution made to safety of life and prop-
erty at sea and to the protection of the marine environment by maritime
pilots, vessel traffic service personnel and maritime personnel em-
ployed on board mobile offshore units,

NOTING that time constraints have prevented full consideration to be
given to the possibili,ty of including provisions on the training and cer-
tification of such personnel in the amendments to the 1978 STCW
Convention adopted by the Conference,

INVITES the International Maritime Organization to consider develo-
ping provisions covering the training and certification of maritime pi-
lots, vessel traffic service personnel and maritime personnel employed
on mobile offshore units for inclusion in the 1978 STCW Convention or

in such other instrument or instruments as may be appropriate.
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(IMO 55 A.960(23) SPiX—HEIL)

RESOLUTION A.960(23)

(Adopted 5 December 2003)
RECOMMENDATIONS ON TRAINING AND
CERTIFICATION AND ON OPERATIONAL

PROCEDURES FOR MARITIME PILOTS
OTHER THAN DEEP-SEA PILOTS

THE ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING Article 15(j) of the Convention on the Interna-
tional Maritime Organization concerning the functions of the Assembly
in relation to regulations and guidelines concerning maritime safety
and the prevention and control of marine pollution from ships,

RECOGNIZING that maritime pilots play an important role in
promoting maritime safety and protecting the marine environment,

BELIEVING that maintaining a proper working relationship be-
tween the pilot, the master and, as appropriate, the officer in charge
of a navigational watch is important in ensuring the safety of shipping,

NOTING that, since each pilotage area needs highly specialized
experience and local knowledge on the part of the pilot, IMO does not
intend to become involved with either the certification or the licensing
of pilots or with the systems of pilotage practised in various States,

RECOGNIZING ALSO the high standards of pilotage services
already established in many States and the need for these standards to
be maintained
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CONSIDERING that in those States that are developing pilotage
services, the establishment of practical minimum training standards,
certification requirements and operational procedures to provide effec-
tive co-ordination between pilots and ship personnel, taking due ac-
count of ship bridge procedures and ship equipment, would contribute
to maritime safety,

HAVING CONSIDERED the recommendation made by the
Maritime Safety Committee at its seventy-fifth session,

1. ADOPTS:

(a) The Recommendation on Training and Certification of Mari-
time Pilots other than Deep-sea Pilots set out in Annex 1 to
the present resolution;

(b) The Recommendation on Operational Procedures for Mari-
time Pilots other than Deep-sea Pilots set out in Annex 2 to
the present resolution;

2. URGES Governments to give effect to these Recommendations as
soon as possible;

3. REQUESTS the Maritime Safety Committee to keep the Recom-
mendations under review and to amend them as necessary in the light
of experience gained from their implementation;

4. REVOKES resolution A.485(XII).



ANNEX 1

RECOMMENDATION ON TRAINING AND
CERTIFICATION OF MARITIME
PILOTS OTHER THAN DEEP-SEA PILOTS

1 Scope
"1.1 It is recognised that pilotage requires specialised knowledge and
experience of a specific area and that States with many diverse water-
ways and ports have found it appropriate to administer pilotage on a
regional or local basis.

1.2 The maritime pilots referred to in this Recommendation do not
include deep-sea pilots or shipmasters or crew who are certificated or
licensed to carry out pilotage duties in particular areas.

1.3 Governments should encourage the establishment or maintenance
of competent pilotage authorities to administer safe and efficient pilot-
age systems.

2 Competent pilotage authority

2.1 Competent pilotage authority means either the national or region-
al Governments or local groups or organizations that by law or tradi-
tion, administer or provide a pilotage system. Governments should in-
form competent pilotage authorities of the provisions of this document
and encourage their implementation.

2.2 The assessment of the experience, qualifications and suitability
of an applicant for certification or licensing, as a pilot, is the respon-
sibility of each competent pilotage authority.

2.3 The competent pilotage authority in co-operation with the nation-
al and local pilots’ associations should:

-7 —



.1 establish the entry requirements and develop the standards
for obtaining a certificate or licence in order to perform pi-
lotage services within the area under its jurisdiction;
enforce the maintenance of developed standards;

.3 specify whatever prerequisites, experience or examinations
are necessary to ensure that applicants for certification or li-
censing as pilots are properly trained and qualified; and

.4 arrange that reports on investigations of incidents involving
pilotage are taken into account in maritime pilots’ training
programmes.

3 Pilotage certificate or licence

Every pilot should hold an appropriate pilotage certificate or li-
cence issued by the competent pilotage authority. In addition to stating
the pilotage area for which it is issued, the certificate or licence
should also state any requirements or local limitations that the compe-
tent pilotage authority may specify such as maximum size, draught or
tonnage of vessels that the holder is qualified to pilot.
4 Medical fitness
4.1 Each pilot should satisfy the competent pilotage authority that
his or her medical fitness, particularly regarding eyesight, hearing and
physical fitness meets the standards required for certification of mas-
ters and officers in charge of a navigational watch under the interna-
tional Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Waich-
keeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended, or such other standards as
the competent pilotage authority considers appropriate.
4.2 If a pilot has experienced a serious injury or illness, there
should be a re ~ evaluation of his or her medical fitness prior to return
to duty.
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5 Training and certification or licensing standards
5,1 The competent pilotage authority is responsible for training and
certification or licensing standards. The standards should be sufficient
to enable pilots to carry out their duties safely and efficiently.
5.2 Standards for initial training should be designed to develop in
the trainee pilot the skills and knowledge determined by the competent
pilotage authority to be necessary for obtaining a pilot certificate or li-
cense. The training should include practical experience gained under
the close supervision of experienced pilots. This practical experience
gained on vessels under actual piloting conditions may be supplemen-
ted by simulation, both computer and manned model, classroom in-
struction, or other training methods.
5.3 Every pilot should be trained in bridge resource management
with an emphasis on the exchange of information that is essential to a
safe transit. This training should include a requirement for the pilot to
assess particular situations and to conduct an exchange of information
with the master and/or officer in charge of navigational watch. Main-
taining an effective working relationship between the pilot and the
bridge team in both routine and emergency conditions should be cov-
ered in training. Emergency conditions should include loss of steer-
ing, loss of propulsion, and failures of radar, vital systems and auto-
mation, in a narrow channel or fairway.
5.4 Initial and continuing training in the master-pilot information ex-
change should also cover:
.1 regulatory requirements governing the exchange;
.2 recognition of language, cultural, ps;'chological and physio-
logical impediments to effective communication and interac-
tion and techniques for overcoming these impediments; and
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.3

best practices in the specific pilotage area.

5.5 Competent pilotage authorities should be encouraged to provide

updating and refresher training conducted for certified or licensed pi-

lots to ensure the continuation of their proficiency and updating of

their knowledge, and could include the following:

A

courses to improve proficiency in the English language where
necessary ;

sessions to enhance the ability to communicate with local au-
thorities and other vessels in the area;

meetings with local authorities and other responsible agen-
cies to envisage emergency situations and contingency
plans;

refresher or renewal courses in bridge resource management

" for pilots to facilitate communication and information ex-

.9
.10
.11

change between the pilot and the master and to increase effi-
ciency on the bridge;
simulation exercises, which may include radar training and
emergency shiphandling procedures;
courses in shiphandling training centres using manned mod-
els;

seminars on new bridge equipment with special regard to
navigation aids;
sessions to discuss relevant issues connected with the pilot-
age service including laws, rules and regulations particular
to the pilotage area;
personal safety training;

techniques for personal survival at sea; and

emergency first aid, including cardio — pulmonary resusci-
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tation (CPR) and hypothermia remediation.
6 Continued proficiency
6.1 In order to ensure the continued proficiency of pilots and upda-
ting of their knowledge, the competent pilotage authority should satisfy
itself, at regular intervals not exceeding five years, that all pilots un-
der its jurisdiction ;
.1 continue to possess recent navigational knowledge of the lo-
cal area to which the certificate of licence applies;
.2 continue to meet the medical fitness standards of paragraph
4 above; and
.3 possess knowledge of the current international, national and
local laws, regulations and other requirements and provi-
sions relevant to the pilotage area and the pilots’ duties.
6.2 Possession of knowledge required by subparagraphs 6. 1.1 and
6. 1.3 may be proved by an appropriate method such as personal serv-
ice records, completion of continuing professional development courses
or by an examination.
6.3 Where a pilot in cases of absence from duty, for whatever rea-
son, is lacking recent experience in the pilotage area, the competent
pilotage authority should satisfy itself that the pilot regains familiarity
with the area on his or her return to duty.
7 Syllabus for pilotage certification or licensing
7.1 In the syllabus, area means the waters for which the applicant is
to be certified or licensed. Each applicant for a pilot certificate or li-
cense should demonstrate that he or she has necessary knowledge of
the following
.1 limits of local pilotage areas; .
.2 International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea,
— 11 —



