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Preface

Recently, economy and the related development activities in China have increased
rapidly. At the same time, this development has caused many dis¢ussions on various
global environmental problems. From a view point of ground environment, subsidence
due to underground water withdrawal in soft ground and extraction of mineral resources
from underground mining and,instable behavior of rock slopes might cause difficult
problems to the wide surface areas. Urgent measurements to surface affairs are claimed.
Japan, and most developed countries also, experienced such phenomena which caused
serious social problems in the period of high degree economic growth. Hence some
problems remain even now though the phenomena almost do not increase and plenty of
reclamation works have been done.

The ground environmental problems in China, which has the largest population in the
world and a vast land area, will be quite huge which human being has never experienced
in scale if they do not find the solution for the environmental preservation. Particularly in
coal mining, up to 96% of output come from underground mining due to the deposit
conditions and the continuous activities have caused serious effects to the surface affairs.

Furthermore there are many geoenvironmental problems of slope stability of natural
and artificial rock slopes. Particularly the effect of big development projects such as dam
construction on instability must be clarified not only as a technical problem but also as a
social problem.

In order to settle the geoenvironmental problems, it is strongly claimed the systematic
counterplan, which consists of grasping the phenomena, analyzing their mechanism,
predicting the effects correctly, and taking the measures to avoid and/or mitigate the
effects, must be investigated and established. Our group, which is formed by researchers
in Kyushu university, China university of mining and technology and Shandong institute
of mining and technology, has done the cooperative researches on this subject for a last
decade. As one of the results, we are now about to begin the 2nd symposium at Three
Gorges Site since the first one was held in Beijing and Fukuoka in 1994. We deeply
appreciate the members of organization committee for their endless effort and
commitment and both countries professionals for their valuable research presentations.
We hope that the symposium will contribute for participants to exchange, the knowledge
and will give a chance to discuss how should they overcome existing problems. We also
hope that your participation here will help to build a bridge of friendship and peace

between our countries.
]
Kyushu University, Japan  Prof. % Dcﬁm

Tetsuro Esaki
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