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his is a story about a dog named Buck. Buck is a big, strong
I dog. He has a thick, furry coat and he’s very healthy. Buck
lives a happy life in Santa Clara, California, with Judge

Miller. He is the Judge’s favourite dog. Their house is in the country
and it’s very big. It’s a nice house with a large garden. There are fruit
trees in the garden and a lot of flowers. There are huge pastures and
there are stables.

There are other dogs at the Judge’s place, too. Toots is a Japanese
pug.dog and Ysabel is a Mexican haitless dog. They are very strange
creatures! They don'’t like to run outside with Buck, they stay
indoors all the time. Buck doesn't like to stay indoors, he likes
to swim and hunt. He likes to walk with the Judge’s daughters early
in the morning. At night, he likes to lie near the Judge’s feet by the
fireplace and sleep.

Buck loves his home. He runs all over the gardens and the pastures
and he knows all the other animals. He is the king of Judge Miller’s

place!
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tis 1897 and in
America a lot of
things are changing.
Many men are going
north to the freezing
wilderness of the
Northland. There is a
lot of gold in the
Northland and they
are going there to find
it and become rich.
The men who work in
the cold, snowy
Northland need strong,
healthy dogs to help them.
They need big, heavy dogs
with thick, furry coats to
pull their sleds to the
places where the gold is and to
help them move their equipment.
Manuel works at Judge Miller’s place as a gardener. He isn’t a good

man. He is mean and he likes gambling. Buck doesn’t like Manuel.
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CHAPTER 1

ne night Manuel goes to the stables where Buck is sleeping.
m He puts a rope around Buck’s neck. Buck growls — he doesn’t
like the zope — but Manuel pulls him. He steals Buck from
Judge Miller’s place.

Now Manuel is talking to two strangers. They are not good men.
They buy dogs at cheap prices and sell them to the men in the
Northland for a lot of money. “Here is the dog you want.

His name is Buck,” says Manuel.

Buck growls again. Manuel is

angry and pulls the rope hard.
The rope is tight around
Buck’s neck now.
He can’t breathe.
“Here’s your money!
Now go! And
remember — don’t
say anything,” says
one of the strangers.
The other pulls the
rope around Buck’s
neck again. Buck
feels ill — the rope
is choking him.
His tongue and
throat hurt. This terrible
treatment is new to him.
He is confused and
frightened.

The strangers put Buck
on a train. Buck often travels

on the train with Judge Miller,



Buck GOES TO THE NORTHLAND

but this time it’s different. He is in the baggage car with the suitcases
and boxes. It is cold and uncomfortable and Buck is afraid. One of the
strangers comes near to Buck. He tries to take the rope. Buck growls
and bites his hand. The stranger swears and beats Buck.
Later the train stops and the strangers take Buck with them
into a saloon.
The barman asks the strangers how much money they paid for Buck.
“One hundred dollars,” they reply.
“Yes, I think he’s worth that,” the barman says, looking
at the big, healthy dog.

E uck lies in a cage in the baggage car of the train all night.

He is in pain and he can’t understand what is happening.
Why do these strangers want him? Why is he in this uncomfortable
cage? He jumps up every time he hears a noise. When the strangers
look at him he growls.

In the morning, the men take him off the train. In the daylight
Buck looks at his new gwners. They are dirty and their clothes are
very worn. They laugh
at him and poke sticks
through the bars of the
cage to torment him.
Then they put his cage
on another train.

[t travels on for two days
and two nights. They
don’t give Buck any food
or any water. He is very
hungry and thirsty.

At last the train stops.
Where is Buck now?
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CHAPTER 2

“the Law of the Stick”

hen the train stops, the stranger with the red sweater takes

an axe and breaks Buck’s cage. Buck runs out and jumps on

him. He shows his big, strong teeth and growls at the dirty
red-sweater man. The man is fusious. He takes a large stick and hits
Buck hard. Buck falls to the ground, astonished. He gets up and jumps
on the man again. Again, the man hits Buck with the stick and he falls
to the ground. Buck runs at the man a dozen times. A dozen times the
man hits Buck hard with the big stick. He hits him on the nose and the
pain is terrible! There is blood in Buck’s mouth and on his back. He
falls down again and this time he doesn’t get up — he can’t fight the

man any more, he is too tired and hurt.

he red-sweater man talks to Buck. “Well, Buck, my boy, the
T fighting is finished. Now you know that I am your master.
Be a good dog and you get good treatment. Be a bad dog and you
get the stick! Understand?”
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The man pats Buck’s head.
He brings him a piece of meat.
Buck eats it from the man’s hand.
He learns that he must obey a man
with a stick and it is a lesson he remembers.

It is the primitive “Law of the Stick” that gules the wilderness
of the Northland.

any dogs arrive on trains in boxes. They are tied.up with ropes.
Some of them fight the men, like Buck. The men use the stick

with all of them. Again and again, Buck sees this terrible treatment.
He knows now that a man with a stick is the master — dogs must obey.
Buck watches the man in the red sweater. He talks to a lot of other
men. They give him money. Sometimes these men take one of the
dogs away with them. Buck wonders where these dogs and men go.
He is glad he doesn’t have to go with them. But a few days later
things change. A man buys Buck from the red-sweater man.
This man is small and dark. He is foreign and doesn’t speak English
very well. It’s difficult for Buck to understand him.

“Whew!” he cries when he sees Buck. “That one big dog! Eh?

How much?”

==



CHAPTER 2

“Three hundred dollars —
and that’s a very good price,”

says the red-sweater man, quickly.

The foreign man smiles.
He knows dogs. He knows that
three hundred dollars is a fair
price for a dog like Buck.
He gives the money to the
red-sweater man. He also
buys Curly, a big, friendly
Newfoundland dog. Then Buck,
Curly and the foreign man
leave the town together on a
ship called the Narwhal.
Buck never sees the man with

the red sweater again.

T he foreign man’s name is Perrault
and he is a French-Canadian.
He works for the Canadian government.

He is a mail carrier. He carries important

messages to different places in the great

Northland. He travels with a French-
Canadian Indian called Frangois.
Frangois is a very tall, broad man. The two new owners are good,
strong men. They are fair and calm and Buck respects them.

Buck and Curly join Perrault’s other two dogs on the ship. One of
them is a big, white husky called Spitz, from Spitzbergen. He knows the
Northland and its harsh laws. He is very clever — he steals Buck’s first

meal. Buck jumps at him and Frangois whips Buck for making trouble.
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