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Foreword by Li Zhaoxing

In Commemoration of the 60™ Anniversary
of the United Nations

People are cutting wood , and birds are chirping .

The birds are chirping , for friendly echoes they are searching .

These lines coming from the 3,000 — year —old Book of Songs cele-
brate human friendship. The joy of working together in cordial

friendship is like murmuring brooks.

Using poems to express feelings, look for friendship, and advocate
love for peace has been a distinct characteristic of the Chinese cul-
ture. With the 60" anniversary of the UN forthcoming,three Chinese
poets spent nearly three years writing eulogies for almost every coun-
try on earth. The result is this Songs of Humanity ,a book that crystal-

lizes the goodwill of the Chinese nation like a beautiful Chinese knot.

Reading these lines is like entering a fairyland. Coconut groves at the
rim of the Pacific, the vast pastures at the foot of the Alps,the snow
—capped Mount Kilimanjaro, the dancing rhythm of Samba, and the
soothing melody of the Danube River. It is a round — the — world

journey of peace and friendship.

Soft, quiet and unpretentious, these poems remind us of a flying

feather. The Chinese people long for peace,development and coopera-




tion. These poets love their own country. They also love the world,as
they tell us that every country shines and every nation breathes forth

sweetness.

Lovely as it is,our world is beset with growing turbulence, poverty,
terrorism, HIV/AIDS, and droughts. The light of peace has not
seeped into every corner of the world ,nor has the benefit of develop-
ment extended its reach there. People around the world expect the
UN to do more to help them,and look forward to a more secure, more
prosperous and more harmonious future where all faiths and races

work closely together.

In Songs of Humanity we have seen a creative and passionate pursuit,
I want to thank my {ellow countrymen, Zhang Xuemeng, Yu Cong,
and Da Xie for their success and believe that other readers ,both at
home and abroad ,will also like them and thank them for their work.

Let me wish the United Nations best luck!

Let the friendship among the people of the world last forever!

3 August 2005
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