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Friendship

Ralph Waldo Emerson
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A friend is a person with whom I may be sincere. Before
him I may think aloud. I am arrived at last in the presence of a
man so real and equal, that I may drop even those undermost
garments of dissimulation, courtesy, and second thought , which
men never put off, and may deal with him with the simplicity
and wholeness with which one chemical atom meets another.
Sincerity is the luxury allowed, like diadems and authority , on-
ly to the highest rank, that being permitted to speak truth, as
having none above it to court or conform unto. Every man a-
lone is sincere. At the entrance of a second person , hypocrisy
begins. We parry and fend the approach of our fellow-man by
compliments, by gossip, by amusements, by affairs. We cover
up our thought from him under a hundred folds. I knew a man,
who, under a certain religious frenzy, cast off this drapery,
and, omitting all compliment and commonplace , spoke to the

conscience of every person he encountered, and that with great
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insight and beauty. At first he was resisted , and all men agreed.';
he was mad. But persisting, as indeed he could not help doing,
for some time in this course, he attained to the advantage of
bringing every man of his acquaintance into true relations with
him. No man would think of speaking falsely with him, or of
putting him off with any chat of markets or reading-rooms. But
every man was constrained by so much sincerity to the like
plain dealing,and what love of nature, what poetry, what sym-
bol of truth he had, he did certainly show him. But to most of
us society shows not its face and eye,but its side and its back.
To stand in true relations with men in a false age is worth a fit
of insanity, is it not? We can seldom go erect. Almost every
man we meet requires some civility,—requires to be hu-
mored ; he has some fame, some talent, some whim of religion
or philanthropy in his head that is not to be questioned, and
which spoils all conversation with him. But a friend is a sane
man who exercises not my ingenuity, but me. My friend gives
me entertainment without requiring any stipulation on my part.
A friend , therefore, is a sort of paradox in nature. I who alone
am,] who see nothing in nature whose existence I can affirm
with equal evidence to my own, behold now the semblance of
my being, in all its height, variety, and curiosity , reiterated in a¥
foreign form ;so that a friend may well be reckoned the master-

piece of nature.

WARIH
BRA-RAS - RRA

MARBREAUSZ KB A, EREN, RTUAE
A, RETRE—A 0t KLV %5 69 AT AT, B 7T LA 5=

003



RiPEfr—40m
SRR

BEEMEEMNEENXKR, AH=ZBW/ETT, XEHRE AN
MREBHEB, RATURERE 02 BBBMLE, RS
—PEFMA - NEFAE, L, F ST, B — 4R E
2, ERGIER RN RN MNRAEEE, X BT
BREAERTBRM, S ABAHNBRBREERK, —BH R —
PAEE, BT T . ROVAMLE R B BB TR
BEFRMFEE, BRITE-AEREERMNNOENE, RAR—
TEATRAFZEERMN BT T X0E08, 4 554 M5 2% F
E—F MEMFFBROES AN R OHEE, BEETEY, EY
R BB, M WBES, KR —BOA R MR T . 228 HE
BR BN EE ST ER, 58— B C AR ARE T
THEMRER, LR FOZ R E MR, WA AR AT
Ui, A AR RIS T 5 D YT B A AR R R SR . s
AR, A RSB, 0T S A 3RS & B R 8
AR PR ICINRIES S ACKE R YR EERER, [
RXFRATKRE BN, 32BN B TAT 9T 20 F IR B , T A2 0l
ERBE, £ TEBOMR, SANBYALHLEELER
BT . ARG? RIVRLOEEBRT 4. LERINBHNGE 4
ABBE AR —BRIANDE o — g7, s
EARMBA SRR BROATSHREEE MO E X — X
BT RETARRIE, BR, WAMERE—LRELS0A, it
FTREOSRRMOBUA T, MRRE A, ROPAKSR, R4
HMWHEMAR. Hit, IRAR R —Fizg, R AL
T, ERARTREFSIULMEEN K AEORE, R EREH
EERAR AL, e ROBHT - ESE . EEAMR
WY ESRMEMKA A, U, ZLEEHAN . MAELA
RE—ARHE



RIC=E

@ diadem 57

@ hypocrisy Y

® drapery Mk

(@ semblance FMR, 21

W RNME

MEMA? ML —VEY, KA, AELELRK
HREN K



How to Grow Old

Bertrand Russell

Some old people are oppressed by the fear of death. In the
young there is a justification for this feeling. Young men who
have reason to fear that they will be killed in batile may justifia-
bly feel bitter in the thought that they have been cheated of the
best things that life has to offer. But in an old man who has
known human joys and sorrows , and has achieved whatever work
1s was in him to do,the fear of death is somewhat abject and ig-
noble. The best way to overcome it—so at least it seems to
me—is to make your interests gradually wider and more imper-
sonal , until bit by bit the walls of the ego recede , and your life
becomes increasingly merged in the universal life. An individual
human existence should be like a river—small as first , narrowly
contained within its banks, and rushing passionately past boul-
ders and over waterfalls. Gradually the river grows wider, the
banks recede, the waters flow more quietly, and in the end,
without any visible break ,they become merged in the sea,and
painlessly lose their individual being. The man who, in old age,
can see his life in this way, will not suffer from the fear of
death, since the things he cares for will continue. And if , with
the decay of vitality , weariness increases, the thought of rest will
be not unwelcome. I should wish to die while still at work,
knowing that others will carry on what I can no longer do, and

content in the thought that what was possible has been done.
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What | Have Lived for

Bertrand Russell
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Three passions, simple but overwhelmingly strong, have
governed my life ; the longing for love , the search for knowledge,
and unbearable pity for the suffering of mankind. These pas-
sions, like great winds, have blown me hither and thither, in a
wayward course, over a deep ocean of anguish, reaching to the
very verge of despair.

I have sought love, first, because it brings ecstasy—ecstasy
so great that I would often have sacrificed all the rest of life for,
a few hours of this joy. I have sought it next, because it relieves
loneliness—that terrible loneliness in which one shivering con-
sciousness looks over the rim of the world into the cold unfath-
omable lifeless abyss. I have sought it, finally ,because in the u-
nion of love I have seen,in a mystic miniature, the preﬁguring\
vision of the heaven that saints and poets have imagined. This is
what I sought, and though it might seem too good for human
life , this is what—at last—I have found.

With equal passion I have sought knowledge. I have wished

to understand the hearts of men. I have wished to know why the
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