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Pictures

I Look at the pictures in Chapter 1.
Answer the questions.

1) In which country do you think the story takes place?
2) In which century does it take place?
3) Do you think the main characters are rich or poor? Why?

Altered Circumstances

T he Dashwood family had lived for many generations in Sussex.
Their gstate at Norland Park was large and they were a respectable
family, liked by their neighbours and esteemed by their servants.
Mr Henry Dashwood, the present gwner of the elegant old

e

manor house, had inherited the property from his uncle. He had one
son by his first marriage, and by his second wife, three daughters.
The son was well-provided for financially by the fortune of his late
mother and by his own marriage to a wealthy lady, but Mr Dashwood’s
daughters’ future was less secure. The father knew that when he
died the estate had to be left to his son, for these were the conditions
of the inheritance imposed by his uncle, and he was worried about
his dear daughters. He therefore made his son John promise that
when his father died, he would look after his half-sisters and make
sure that they had everything they needed to live comfortably.

S oon after this Mr Dashwood became ill and within a year

had passed away. John Dashwood remembered his solemn promise
and decided to give his sisters a thousand pounds each from his
considerable inheritance.

John Dashwood was a steady, respectable young man but rather selfish
and cold. Perhaps if he had married a more affectionate and amiable
woman, he would have become more generous, but in fact he had
married a woman even more natrow-minded and selfish than himself,
Mirs Fanny Dashwood did not like her husband’s half-sisters or his
stepmother. She was jealous of their strong affection for one
another and their influence over her husband. When he explained
his intentions to help the gitls to his wife, she did not approve at all.

— 4 —



Words
2 Complete the table.

husband
daughter
aunt
nephew
brother

She was certain these women were scheming to get some of her
husband’s money. Therefore, she replied that giving the three
thousand pounds to his sisters would really mean taking the money
from their baby son’s future inheritance. Did he really believe that

the Miss Dashwoods’ claim to the money, as half-relations, could
possibly be stronger than their dear little boy’s, their only son and

the apple of their eye?




CHAPTER 1

M r Dashwood was surprised at this interpretation but, being
rather reluctant to part with his money, quickly began to see
the reason in his wife’s argument. He therefore decided to reduce the
sum to five hundred pounds each — he was sure three young women
would be perfectly comfortable on the interest from such a sum.

But Fanny was still not content.

“If the girls marry they may end by having more money than us!”
she cried. “Why not do something for their mother instead — a little
sum to her will benefit them all. Four women living together can
live very cheaply,” she added.

Her husband agreed that she was probably right. A small yearly
annuity to his stepmother of a hundred pounds would be the answer.
His wife agreed but then pointed out a possible complication.

His stepmother was still a strong, healthy woman and might live
for another fifteen years! That could mean paying fifteen hundred
pounds if they began now! Better to simply give his sisters a little
present of fifty pounds now and again, she suggested, and not commit
himself to the risk of any permanent arrangement. That would be
more than generous; no one could expect him to do more for
half-relations.

M rs Dashwood and her daughters remained at Norland for
several weeks after her husband’s death. They were all very
fond of the old place and leaving it would be difficult. However
when Fanny, with an extreme lack of diplomacy and sympathy
for their position, arrived without notice only days after her
father-in-law had died and began to give the servants orders and
alter the furniture, her mother-in-law began to see how she would
be treated if she remained at Norland. She was therefore impatient
to find another house as soon as possible.

She started to make inquiries and luckily a cousin of hers wrote
her a very friendly letter offering them a charming property on
his estate in Devonshire for a very reasonable rent.

nly one thing now stopped Mrs Dashwood from leaving

Norland immediately. Recently she had noticed a growing
romantic attachment between her eldest daughter Elinor and
Fanny’s brother, Edward. Edward was the opposite of his sister
in every respect — a serious, thoughtful young man, rather shy
but well-educated and sincere. The sensible and even-tempered

-6 —



ALTERED CIRCUMSTANCES

Elinor also seemed to like him very much and, to Mrs Dashwood’s
optimistic and romantic nature, their mutual affection looked
certain to end in marriage.

When Elinor, in conversation with her impulsive sister Marianne,
learned of her mother’s hopes, she was very embarrassed and begged
Marianne to convince their mother that their departure for
Devonshire should not be delayed for this reason. Edward was sweet
and attentive to her but so far had not mentioned marriage, and she
knew that his rich family, in particular his snobbish mother, would
disapprove of any connection between their eldest son and a girl of
no fortune like herself. Marianne was surprised at Elinor’s calm,
practical attitude to such an emotional matter, but she respected
her sister’s wishes and told their mother what she had said.

Mrs Dashwood wrote to her cousin accepting his kind offer

of Barton Cottage and soon afterwards they began to make
preparations for their departure.




Wiew

})gp Altered Circumstances

Check your comprehension

3 Are these sentences true (T) or false (F)?

1) The Dashwood family lives in London.
2) Mr Dashwood was married twice.

3) John Dashwood is Mr Dashwood’s son from
his first marriage.

4) John Dashwood and the Dashwood girls are cousins.

5) Fanny Dashwood thought John should give
a lot of money to the Dashwood girls.

6) Mrs Dashwood decided to stay at Norland
with her stepson.

7) Mrs Dashwood’s brother offers her a house.
8) Edward is very like his sister, Fanny.

9) Elinor is in love with Fanny'’s brother, Edward.

EERENR E BE ES
EERENE E BR EN

10) Edward has asked Elinor to marry him.

4 Look up these words in a dictionary.

to inherit inheritance
narrow-minded half-sister
stepmother to commit yourself
annuity attachment



5 What are these people like? Write the adjectives
next to the characters.
respectable  jealous  sensible  steady calm
selfish  narrow-minded  cold  practical  optimistic
romantic even-tempered

1) John Dashwood
2) Mrs Dashwood
3) Fanny Dashwood
4) Elinor

INDIRECT SPEECH - FUTURE TENSE

She replied that giving the three

6 How would you thousand pounds... would mean

write these examples Eakmg e m"lf‘ &y frfm tt};e" babmgn'
in direct speech'.’ our women living together cou ve

Choose the cariech very cheaply, she added.
answer.

1) L] Giving three thousand pounds to your sisters will
mean taking the money from our son.
L] Giving three thousand pounds to your sisters has
meant taking the money from our son.
L] Giving three thousand pounds to your sisters meant
taking the money from our son.

2) L] Four women living together will live very cheaply.
L] Four women living together can live very cheaply.
L] Four women living together lived very cheaply.

7 Now write these direct sentences as indirect

speech.

1) ELINOR: We will arrive at our new home tomorrow.

2) Mrs Dasiwoob: We can't stay at Norland with Fanny
and John.

3) MRs DasHwoob: | will write to my cousin in Devonshire.

4) EDWARD: My mother will not approve of my
connection with Elinor.

5) MARIANNE: We can't leave Norland until Edward

and Elinor are married.



Words

I Match the words
to the pictures.
1) cottage
2) manor house
3) farmhouse

CHAPTER 2

A New Home
and New Friends

s soon as she had sent her reply to her cousin, Mrs Dashwood

was able to tell her selfish daughter-in-law that she would
be leaving Norland as soon as possible for a new home.
John Dashwood was very surprised that she had decided on
Devonshire, so far from Norland Park, but Mrs Dashwood’s
feelings towards him and his wife were so changed recently that
she had no inclination to remain near them. Although she cordially
invited them to come and visit the cottage whenever they liked,
she knew they would never come. She also noticed Fanny’s evident
annoyance when she extended a warm and more sincere invitation
to Edward Ferrars. In spite of the black look she received from her
daughter-in-law, however, she was determined that Elinor’s chances
of happiness would not be spoiled by Edward’s family’s prejudice
towards her beloved daughter.

he girls and their mother made plans for their new home.

Mrs Dashwood and Marianne were full of ambitious projects
for entertaining on a grand scale and extending the house in all
directions to accommodate guests, but fortunately Elinor was more
realistic and practical and eventually persuaded them to accept a
more conservative plan, better suited to their reduced circumstances,
with only three servants and no carriage.

While they packed their things, Mrs Dashwood waited for
her stepson to speak out on the delicate matter of her daughters’
financial position. She knew he had promised his father to help

-10 -



2 Match the opposite adjectives.

1) sincere a) generous

2) warm b) false

3) practical ¢) cold

4) sensible d) impractical

5) selfish e) rational

6) romantic f) silly s

them and believed this was the ideal time to make them a settlement.
Nothing at all was said on the matter by the new owner of Norland
however and, apart from some assistance with the transportation

of their furniture and boxes, it became obvious that he had no
intention of helping them further. Mrs Dashwood was indignant,

but pride and distaste at her stepson’s shabby behaviour prevented
her from saying anything. However, his behaviour only increased her
disappointment in him and her dislike for his wife, and provided

another reason for leaving their house as soon as she could.

he girls were very sad to leave their beloved Norland Park and
cried many tears when their carriage finally turned west and

-1 =



CHAPTER 2

they left the lovely old house behind them. However, their spirits
lifted a few days later when they arrived in Devonshire and saw the
pretty valley which was to be their new home.

It was a fertile and pleasant spot with wooded slopes and rich pastures.
The situation of the house was good with high hills behind it and
lovely views from the windows over the valley. The cottage itself
was small and compact but well-built. For Marianne’s romantic
tastes it was rather defective as a cottage because it didn’t have

a thatched roof, honeysuckle round the door, or green shutters.
However, it was certainly comfortable and cosy and the ladies were
generally pleased with it.

T he next morning, after breakfast, they received their first visit
from their relation and new landlord, Sir John Middleton.

He was a good-looking gentleman of around forty, friendly and
good-humoured. He urged them to accept his invitation to dinner
to meet his wife as soon as possible and assured them that he was
delighted to have such a charming family as his new neighbours.
The same afternoon his kind words were followed by a generous
present of fruit and vegetables from the gardens at the great house
and a basket of game, which he had shot himself, for their table.

In fact, from the beginning, their treatment at Barton was so different
from what they had received recently at Norland that the girls
began to feel happier immediately. They looked forward to meeting
Lady Middleton the next day.

Wik
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A NEw HOME AND NEw FRIENDS

arton Park was a large, handsome house where the Middletons

lived in a style of elegance and hospitality.
Sir John apologised for the small size of their party — he was a
fun-loving, sociable man who liked nothing better than to arrange
noisy dancing parties, suppers and picnics for his young friends,
and he would have liked to organise a dance in their honour.
Elinor, however, assured him that they preferred to be quiet on their
first evening and thanked him for his kind invitation to dinner.
Of the guests present at the table, the girls thought Lady Middleton
was rather a disappointment. She was certainly elegant and well-bred
but her conversation was dull and insipid, her one interest in life
being her noisy, spoiled children who annoyed the guests all night
with their tricks and demands. Elinor privately wondered what
Sir John and his lady talked about when they were alone; the husband’s
only real passion seemed to be hunting and his wife couldn’t even ride!
Also present at dinner was Lady Middleton’s mother, Mrs Jennings,
a jolly, middle-aged lady whose main occupation in life was to try and
make.matches for all the young people she knew. She was delighted
to meet the pretty Dashwood girls and began teasing them immediately
about the broken-hearted young men she was sure they had left
behind them in Sussex.

An old friend of Sir John’s, Colonel Brandon, completed the

seemed to be his wife and Elinor was curious about him. He was
not handsome but had a pleasant, intelligent face and a respectful,
gentlemanly manner. He didn’t say much, but when he spoke, what
he said was sensible. His age and quietness had caused Marianne to
ignore him almost completely, but later in the evening, when the
others found out she was musical and invited her to play, she saw

a different side to his character. While the others insisted loudly
that she play something, they nevertheless talked continuously
throughout her entire performance, then praised her skill without
having listened to her! Colonel Brandon, on the other hand, was
silent and attentive and showed a real appreciation of her talent.
So, while Marianne was convinced that at his advanced age the
Colonel couldn’t possibly feel things as acutely and passionately

as she did, she had to admit that perhaps when he was younger

he had been a man of sensitivity and taste.
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N g\ A New Home and New Friends

Check your. comprehension

3 Choose the correct word.

1) Mrs Dashwood was sad / pleased / embarrassed to tell her
stepson they were leaving Norland.

2) Elinor / Mrs Dashwood / Fanny invited Edward to come to
Devonshire.

3) Mrs Dashwood and Marianne wanted make a lot of / some
/ no changes to the cottage.

4) John Dashwood gave the girls three thousand pounds /
one hundred pounds / nothing before they left.

5) Their new house is in the town / in the country / in a village.

6) Sir John Middleton is friendly and good-humoured / cold
and reserved / indifferent to the Dashwoods.

7) The Middletons live at Barton Cottage / Barton Park House
/ Barton village.

4 Look at the second picture in Chapter 2. Which
of these things can you see in it?

L] flowers [ ] vegetables (] the sea
[_] mountains [ ] a garden L1 hills
[ ] woods (] busy streets L] eliffs

5 There are four new characters at the dinner
at Barton Park. Match the names to their
descriptions.
1) She is a jolly, middle-aged lady. a) Sir John Middleton
2) She is elegant and well-bred but

dull and insipid. b) Mrs Jennings
3) He is a silent, serious man of

around thirty-five. ¢) Colonel Brandon
4) He is a gentlemanly, good-looking

man of around forty. d) Lady Middleton
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