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Unit One

Yassage 1

The Web Lifestyle'

If you asked people today why they used telephone to communicate with their
friends or why they turned to the television for entertainment, they would look at
you as if you were crazy. We don’t think about a telephone or a television or a car as
being oddities. These things have become such an integral part of life that they are
no longer noticed, let alone remarked upon.

In the same way, within a decade no one will notice the Web. It will just be
there, an integral part of life. It will be a reflex to turn to the Web for shopping,
education and communication, just as it is natural today to pick up the telephone to
talk to someone,

There is incredible interest in the Web. Yet it is still in its infancy. The
technology and the speed of response are about to leap forward. This will move more
and more people to the Web as part of their everyday lives. Eventually, everyone's
business card will have an electronic mail address. Every lawyer, every doctor and
every businessman—from large to small—will be connected.

In the United States elections, people now turn to the Internet to see real-time
results. The Pathfinder mission to Mars and the problems with the Mir Space
Station drew millions of people to the Web for more up-to-date details than they were
available elsewhere,

A change like this is often generational, where older people have to learn
something new outside their everyday experiences; kids who grow up with a new
technology simply treat it as given. College campuses in particular are providing the
ingredients to generate the critical mass® for a Web ready culture.

Today in the United States, there are over 22 million adults using the Web,
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about half of whom access the Internet at least once a day. Meanwhile, the variety of
activities on the Web is broadening at an amazing rate. There is almost no topic for
which you cannot find fairly interesting material on the Web. Many of these sites are
getting excellent traffic flow. Want to buy a dog? Or sell a share? Or order a car?
Use the Internet. Where are we going to get the time to live with? the Web? In some
instances, people will actually save time because the Web will make doing things
more efficient than in the past. Being able to get information about a major
purchase, for example, or finding out how much your used car is worth, or what is
your cheapest way of getting to Florida. That is very easy to find on the Web, even
today. In other instances, people will trade the time they now spend reading the
paper or watching television, for information or entertainment they will find on the
computer screen. Americans, particularly young ones, will spend less time in front
of a television screen, more on the Web,

One great benefit of the Web is that it allows us to move information online that
now resides in paper form. Several states in America are using the Web in a profound
way. You can apply for various permits or submit applications for business licenses.
Some states are putting up listings of jobs—not just state government jobs, but all
the jobs available in the state. I believe, over time, that all the information that
governments print, and all those paper forms they now have will be moved on to the
Internet. Electronic commerce notches up month by month, too. It is difficult to
measure, because a lot of electronic commerce involves existing buyers and sellers
who are simply moving paperbased transactions to the Web. That is not new
business. Microsoft, for example, purchases millions of dollars of PCS! online
instead of by paper. However, that is not a fundamental change; it has just
improved the efficiency of an exiting process. The biggest impact has occurred where
electronic commerce matches buyers and sellers who would not previously have
found each other. When you go to a book site and find an obscure book that you
never would have found in a physical bookstore, that is a new type of commerce,

Today, about half of all PCS are still not connected to the Web, Getting
communications costs down and making all the software simpler will bring in those
people. And that, in turn, will move us closer to the critical mass that will make the
Web lifestyle everyone’s lifestyle. One element that people underestimate is the
degree to which the hardware and software will improve, Just take one aspect;
screen technology. 1 do my email on a 20-inch® liquid crystal display® (LCD)
monitor. It is not available at a reasonable price yet, but in two years it will be, In

« 2.



ten years, a 40-inch LCD with much higher resolution will be commonplace.

The boundary between a television set and a PC will be blurred because even the
set-top box that you connect up to your cable or satellite will have a processor more
powerful than what we have today in the most expensive PC. This will, in effect,
make your television a computer.

Interaction with the Web will also improve, making it much easier for people to
be involved. Today the keywords we use to search the Web often return too many
articles to sort through”, many of them out of context. If you want to learn about
the fastest computer chip available, you might end up getting responses instead
about potato chips being delivered in fast trucks. In the future, we shall either be
speaking or typing sentences into the computer. If you ask about the speed of chips,
the result will be about computers, not potatoes. Speech recognition also means that
you will be able to call in on a phone and ask if you have any new messages, or check
on a flight, or check on the weather.

To predict that it will take over ten years for these changes to happen is
probably pessimistic. We usually overestimate what we can do in two years and
underestimate what we can do in ten, The Web will be as much a way of life as the
car by 2008. Probably before.

(1 049 words)

New Words.

entertainment [, ents' teinmoant ] 7. something that amuses, pleases, or diverts,
especially a performance or show #2%
e. g A cinema is a place of entertainment.
oddity ['oditi] 7. the state or quality of being odd; strangeness #F5, iR
integral ['intigral] adj. necessary(to complete something) RAJ§R/>HY
e. g This is an integral part of the argument.
reflex ['ri:fleks] 7. an unintentional movement that is made in reply to some outside
influence [ &T, RN
e. 8. I can’t help closing my eyes when I see a bright light—it’s a reflex action.
incredible [inkredsbl] adj. too strange to believe; wonderful MELLE (S0 4R I8
e. g She has an incredible house.
infancy ['infonsi] n. early childhood 22 JL8H,4%) JLEH
leap [liip] v. to jump through the air, often landing in a different place Bk, Bk
e. g. He leapt the wall and ran away.
.« 3.



ingredient [ in'gri:dient] n. one of a mixture of things from which something is made
H IR » B
e. g. There is a list of the ingredients on the side of the packet.
broaden ['broidn] v. to make or become broad or broader AFFF
e. g. We have always tried to broaden our minds.
reside [ rizaid] v, to have one’s home, live B
profound [ pro‘faund] adj. deep; having or showing through knowledge and deep
understanding RZIH, WIERH
e. g There is a profound silence between them.
submit [ sobmit] v. to offer for consideration 237
e. g. | submitted my papers to the examiner.,
application [ eplikeifon] 7. making of a request H{iH
e. g. Please f{ill out this application form.
license ['laisens] 7. an official paper, card, etc. , showing that permission has been
given to do something usu. for a payment ¥AJiE , $H A8
e. g The policeman asked to see his driving license.
obscure [ob'skjus] adj. hard to understand MFIEHY, M HY
e. g. This speech is full of obscure political jokes.
commeonplace [ 'komenpleis] adj. common, normal E#H,EEK
e. g. Some scientists believe that soon it will be commonplace for people to travel
to the moon.
blur [bla:] v. to make difficult to see clearly {HFAE#
e. g. His eyes were blurred with tears.
interaction [ inter'ekfen] n. the act or process of interacting FHHAEH
predict [ pri' dikt ] ». to see or describe in advance as a result of knowledge,
experience, reason, etc. Tl
e. g. She predicted that he would marry a doctor.
pessimistic [ pesimistik] adj. always sad for what will happen EJRE

e. g. He takes a pessimistic view of his marriage.
Phrases and Expressions:

pick up to take hold of and lift up #&E, &l
e. g. Pick up the box by the handles.
turn to to go to for help RKBIT
e. g. He turned to the policeman when he was lost.
e 4 .



apply for to ask for HiF,#EHR
e.g. After she graduated, she traveled around Europe instead of applying for
jobs.
putup to put in a public place FHKMF4
e. g. The notice put up yesterday said that a party would be held on Friday.
notch up to win or record (a victory or gain) Fig,iC%
e. g. The team notched up their third victory in a row.
bring in to produce as profit or earnings; earn IRF|, BEgk
e. g. She’s bringing in $180 a week.
in turn rightful chance or order to do something #2¥i , #KIK
e. g. We visited the old lady in turn,
call in to ask to come to help BiF
e. g. Call the doctor in.
take over to gain control over or responsibility 3%, (T

e. g. Our chairman has left, so Peter will take over his job.

Notes:

1. The author of this article, Bill Gates, is the chairman and Chief Software
Architect of Microsoft Corp. He wrote this article in 1998 to express the outlook
of Internet in ten years.

critical mass: important users

live with: accept

PCS: It is short {or “personal computers”.

1 inch=1/12 feet

liquid crystal display: & EB/R2E

sort through: look for

e gk W

Exercises

1. Read the text carefully and find the best answer to each statement from the four
choices given below.
1) According to the author, which of the following will happen in ten years?
A. Web will become an integral part of our life,
B. Microsoft will purchase dollars of PCS online instead of by paper.
C. All the information that governments print will be moved on to the Internet,
D. There will be over 22 million adults using the Web in America.
e 5 .



2) What is the meaning of the first sentence?
A. People don’t use the telephone to communicate.
B. People don’t turn to the television for entertainment at all.
C. The telephone and television are too commonplace to be mentioned,
D. The telephone and television have not been used at all.
3) “Within a decade no one will notice the Web. ” Which of the following is the
incorrect understanding of this sentence?
A. The Web will disappear in a decade.
B. Tt will be a reflex to turn to the Web for education, shopping and
communication,
C. The Web will develop at an amazing rate in ten years.
D. The Web will become an integral part of our life,
4) Compared to the other traditional mass media, what is the advantage of the
Internet according to the passage?
A. Update quickly. B. Narrow-sided.
C. Authoritative, D. Cheap.
5) We can save time by living with the Web. Which of the following statements is
incorrect according to the passage?
A. The Web will make doing things more efficient than in the past.
B. We won't watch TV or read newspaper when the Web becomes integral part of
our life,
C. We will spend less time in front of a television screen,
D. We will reduce the time of reading the newspaper.
6) Several states in America are using the Web in a profound way. Which of the
following is not true about it?
A. People can submit various applications for business licences on the Web.
B. They are putting up all the jobs available in the state.
C. They are putting up state government jobs.
D. They are moving all the information that governments print on to the Web.
7) According to the author’s opinion, which electronic commerce can be called new
business?
A. It matches buyers and sellers who would previously have found each other.
B. It improves the efficiency of an existing process.
C. It moves the paperbased transactions to the Web,
D. It helps us to find an obscure book that would never be found in a physical
.« 6 o



bookstore.
8) How can we make the Web lifestyle everyone’s life?
A. To reduce the communications costs.
B. To produce more computers.
C. To teach people to operate the software,
D. To sell LCD at a reasonable price.
9) The result is about the potatoes when we ask for the speed of chips. Why?
A. Because it is out of context.
B. Because something is wrong with the Web.,
C. Because interaction between the user and the Web is not perfect now.
D. Because we use incorrect keywords.

10) “To predict that it will take over ten years for these changes to happen is
probably pessimistic. ” Does it mean that the author is really pessimistic about
the Web?

A. Yes. We always overestimate what we can do in two years.
B. No. We always can’t estimate what we can do in ten years.

C. No. These changes will happen in less than ten years.

D. Yes. It is too early to predict what will happen in ten years.

2. Indicate if each statement is true (T) or false (F) according to your understanding of
the article,

1) You should not ask anything about television or car. You will be considered crazy
if you do.

2) The Web is still noticeable now.

3) There is an electronic mail address on everyone’s business card.

4) Children who grow up with a new technology simply treat new technology as it is
given to them.

5) Some teachers from college argue against the development of the Web,

6) You can almost find every interesting material on the Web.

7) It will be possible for us to order a car on the Web in a decade. But we can not do
it now.

8) The Web makes us save time by finding out how much your used car is worth.

9) Americans, particularly young ones, will spend less time in front of a television
screen, more on the Web.

10> The Web will make us move all the information in paper form to the Internet.
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11) In America, every permit for business license can be applied for on the Web.
12) Electronic commerce develops quickly. It is called new business.

13) New business is a fundamental change compared to the traditional one.

14) The improvement of hardware and software is underestimated.

15) A television set will be operated like a computer in ten years.

3. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence.

1) The new will require additional staff and equipment.
A. entertainment B. entertain C. enterprise D. enterprising
2) Maintaining standards is to our good reputation.
A. necessary B. essential C. integral D. basic
3) The doctor hit my knee with a hammer to test my
A. reflexes B. reflects C. reacts D. reflections
4) The price of the bread in this shop is because they bake it themselves.
A. high B. expensive C. reasonable D. free
5) Flour milk, butter and yeast are some in bread.
A. parts B. ingredients C. elements D. components
6) Finding a cure for cancer involves scientific research.
A. complex B. profound C. obscure D. perplexing
7) Employees who refuse to to the authority of the boss are usually
dismissed.
A. submit B. present C. obey D. follow
8) It is the between people, rather than the events that occur in their lives,

that is the main focus of social psychology.

A. interdependence B. interaction C. interchanges D. intercourse
9) Do you listen to the weather from the local radio station every morning?
A. predict B. expect C. forecast D. foresee
10) The opinion of the economic outlook encouraged people.
A. pessimistic B. pessimism C. optimistic D. optimism
11) He picked his sister in the crowd.
A. up B. out C. at D. off
12) We were turned from the restaurant because we weren't properly
dressed.
A. to B. back C. on D. away
13) 1 can not put your rudeness any more, leave the room.
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