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The Comprehensive Catalog
of Chinese Copper Coins

A BRIEF INTRODUCTION
For the first time, this book presents a scientific classification of modern Chinese copper coins.

Struck copper coinage is an important subsidiary coin in the first half of the 20th century of Chinese mo-

netary system. It was introduced in Guangdong Province in 1900, production and circulation of these

coins ceased in 1949. During this period, enormous amount including vast different types were
issued, thus the study on varieties of these coins are essential. Ever since A. M. Tracey Woodward pub-
lished his masterpiece “The Minted Ten — cash coins of China” in 1936, both the domestic and abroad
numismatists started paying attention to this modern coinage. However, it was regretful that due to the
limited copies (95 copies) available of the original book which was printed in English, most of the native
collectors still focused their interests in ancient knife and spade money or squire — holed cash. At the
same time, the foreigners, due to lacking understanding of Chinese culture and limited information avail-
able, gradually lost their interests as well. In the recent years, some numismatic books specialized in this
field have made their appearance, but none can achieve Woodwards attention.

However, Woodwards book only covered 10 — cash coins, this made other denomination coppers
neglected by most collectors. In year 2000, based on Woodwards classification scheme, together with the
historical, numismatic and copper coinage classification structure, the author initiated an update work
dealing with various categories of Chinese copper coinage. For the first time, not only 10 — cash coins but
also 20 —, 50 —, 100 — and 200 — cash, as well as 1 —, 2 —and 5 — cash were equally discussed. Em-
phasis on the diversity and importance of copper coins in Chinese modern monetary history were thorough-
ly presented. This will provide a convenient index system to the collectors and scholars. However, for
some 1 —, 2 — and 5 — cash small coins, due to their small varieties, they are either listed in different
classification or just simply in the denomination order.

This definitive work took four important new aspects: first, it includes tokens which were circulated
as currencies under special circumstances. Second, in order to protect the interest of collectors, some
counterfeit coins are also listed ; except for two Chinese — Soviet 1 — cent and 5 — cent, all were bought in
recent years by the author. Third, many foreign countries copper coins were also imported into China for
circulation, they more or less have had some influence on Chinese copper coins design. And last, this
book also included coins issued by the separatist state, foreign settlements and puppet states established
by Japan since 1932. These all will help the readers to have an understanding of the complicated situation
on both political and economic background, as well as having a historical picture of the production and
usage of Chinese copper coins.

This book lists 3, 960 coins. About 75% are in authors personal collection, others are credits to

generous assistance from collectors here at home and abroad. These life — size colored pictures give their
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size, thickness and weight if possible. To advanced collectors, its imperative to obtain authentic informa-
tion on the existence and description of die varieties, also regarding the existence of numerous errors
found in the legends of Chinese copper coins.

In the preparation of this book as of October of 2005, more than hundred Chinese, English, Japa-
nese and Russian document were referred to by the author, through translations and assistance provided
by numerous friends. In the process, mistakes were found. Correspondences and communication were es-
tablished to answer the doubts. There are many questions from the past were no longer unanswered, such
as which mint struck the “Commemorative Coin of the Establishment of the Republic of China” .
Through discussion and thorough research, the actual products of each mint were actually finalized.

It took the author five years to complete this book not to mentioned the difficulties encountered dur-
ing the process. However, if there is any contribution made by this book, it certainly has not been done
by the author alone. Special thanks go to Mr. Dai Zhiqgiang (#{#5%), famous numismatist and former
Secretary of China Numismatics Society. Mr. H. Sun (#Mf5), who lives in the United States, has gen-
erously shared his specialized and invaluably knowledge on Chinese struck coinage as well as many docu-
ments in English, which are rarely found in China. Mr. Shi Chengyi (Jifiii{— ), his in — depth study of
Chinese copper coins and his contribution in Japanese documents is without peer ; Mr. Zheng Renjie
(¥B{=7%) , famous Chinese copper coin collector, kindly loaned photographs of their precious collections
to the author for use in this book. And also special thanks go to Mr. Ma Chuande ( Zf%4#) , son of great

renowned numismatist Ma Dingxiang ( Z5%£4#¥) , who allowed the author to use many illustrations of the

rarest Chinese copper coins.

(translated by Bibiana liu)
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