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he Huanglong Cave is a large-sized tube-shaped

limestone grotto. It was developed from the
limestone of the Cambrian Period in the hills of the
southern slope of the eastern Qinling Mountains, at the
present-day Xiangkou Town, Yunxi County. Its mouth
was originally about 27.8 m wide and some 11 m high,
and approximately 400 m in horizontal depth according
to preliminary exploration (not reaching the end). The
entrance is about 598 m above the sea level, faces to the
northeast, and lies by the Dashui River rising in the
Qinling Mountains, a tributary of the Hanjiang River,
at about 8 m height above the river water. Behind the
cave stretches Mt. Huanglong with the main peak 1277
m high; and in front of it a plain spreads along the
Dashui River.
In June — December 2004, the Hubei Provincial
Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology discovered
five fossil teeth of late Homo sapiens in the cave, at a
depth of about 140 m, in association with cultural relics
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e hand—pick Stone chopping tool

and quantities of faunal fossils. The human teeth are the
left second incisor, canine and third molar of upper
jaw, and right second molar and left third molar of
mandible. All of them are rather good in condition,
with clear features of the crown and root.

The cultural relics fall into stone and bone artifacts.
The former group includes hand-picks, chopping tools,
scrapers and used flakes; the latter, large-sized pointed-
and wide-edged tools. The associated faunal fossils are
rich in variety. According to preliminary identification,
there are the macaque, crab, hedgehog, porcupine,
bamboo rat, hyena, giant panda, cave bear, tiger,
stegodon, rhinoceros, South China tapir, etc., altogether
more than 30 specimens, numbering above 1,200 pieces.
They show features of South China giant panda-
stegodon fauna. The calibrated data of a uranium-
series dating suggest the site to go back 94,000 BP.
This is the earliest site of late Homo sapiens so far
known in China and also in all East Asia.
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he Tianluoshan site lies round
Mt. Tianluo at Sanqi Town of Yuyao City, 7 km
northeast of the Hemudu site, and occupies an area of
about 30,000 sq m. At a depth of 2 — 3 m below the
ground, there remain the intact ruins of an ancient
village, the formation of which covered more than
1,500 years. In February to July 2004, the Zhejiang
Provincial Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology
carried out the first season of excavation on the site,
revealing an area of 300 sq m.
The stratigraphic deposits and cultural contents of the
Tianluoshan site show a relatively steady
developmental course of the Hemudu culture without
clear missing links. The excavators revealed below
the sixth layers two groups of settlement vestiges
different in nature, i.e. remains of neat timber houses
and those of a wharf on the western side of the houses.
They suggest that at the latest by Phase II of Hemudu
culture, i.e. the sixth millennium BP, the Hemudu
people had mastered the building techniques of pile-
dwellings, such as pit digging, board laying, and pole
erecting. At the stage under discussion, this type of

building became larger in size and mature in
technology.

Moreover, a distinct drop in elevation was detected
between the earlier deposits and the later ones within
the eastern and western parts of the excavated area,
with the earlier covered by a thick layer of silt. This
distinctive stratigraphic evidence indicates forcefully
that the sea level in the Hemudu area rose rapidly round
6000 BP and natural and cultural conditions changed
abruptly. Thus it offers an opening for explaining the
distinct difference between the early and late remains
of the Hemudu culture.

The various cultural relics discovered in this season of
excavation total about 760 pieces. A number of them
have rare counterparts among the previous finds, and
considerably enrich our understanding of the Hemudu
culture's contents. They include pottery stands with
incised human faces, used for supporting fu cauldrons,
red-slipped dish-mouthed pottery fu of charcoal
containing ware, double-eared deep-bellied high pottery
jars of this ware, intact wooden oars, and piled up
fluorite and flint artifacts.



