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Z. ®EXKE ( Preface by Author )

The wind dies down and flowers fade away,
Leaving the fragrance on the soil to stay,

Night’ s approaching and I haven’t the heart to comb my hair.

The world looks the same, but everything has changed,

Tears dropping ere I can find a word to say.

People tell me the Double Stream charming remains,
And I would go boating, only I’ m afraid,
My grief is too much for so small a boat to take.

—Spring at Wu-Ling; Li Ching—Chao

My father passed away in an accident, resulting in deep sorrows and
family broken. I left home when I was seventeen. At that time, the civil
was raging. Five years later, I fled in haste to Phuqouc, an island in
Southern Vietnam. The southern tip of the island is surrounded by sea on
three sides. We were interned like prisoners for more than three years
there. Day in and day out, I wondered on the beaches. Looking at the dis-
tant horizon, many kinds of imagination came into my mind. If the Utopia
of “World commonwealth” became true, whence people loved not only
their own parenis and their own sons, and shared the belief that “ The
world V\;as for everyone” as a “Ta-T ung” world ( World commonwealth ),
then, the human and society would have no more regrets. However, peo-
ple do have sorrows and joys in departures and reunions. The moon goes a-

round full or crescent, bright shining or dark cloudy, ever since the
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ancient. Should the fate of mankind be forever destined like these? What a
deplorable situation it is! There should be a way to resolve the conflicts a-
mong people, to wash away the social evils and dirties and to avoid trage-
dies and disasters. After reading “The Book of Change ” (the classic read-
ing named I-Ching) , I see the way which removes my wonder in the last
half century. Based on dialectical logic, I-Ching was authored by the past
sages in an effort to realize an idea of integrating the nature and the human
as a whole. The other associated classic works included Li (a set of eti-
quettes) and Yue ( musicological works). The sages used these Classics to
educate people, so that the mankind’ s nature could be rectified, wiping a-
way the bad and enlightening the good. This philosophy has successfully
supported the Chinese in migrating from barbarian to civilization, stopping
fighting among people and in keeping the society in harmony from time to
time. Many periods and once for a while, China had been in better off
stage , so—called “Hsiao—Kang” (means small-better—off, a well organized
family—oriented society). Hsiao—Kang is considered as a transition step to-
ward Ta-T’ung ( World Commonwealth ). Those past sages believed that
logically the human were an integral part of the nature ( the Heaven).
The way of the nature is exactly the way prepared for the human. Howev-
er, the human beings’ negative points of selfishness can hardly be abso-
lutely or totally purified. Moreover, the pounding of the western—thinking
current initiated “the May Fourth Movement” , shouting out the slogan
“Down with the Confusius”. The Buddhism also asserted “No kowtow in
the royal court” and “No kowtow to one’s parents whenever coming back
home”. The Jesuits strongly oppose “Ancestor worship”. Looking around
the world, individually or internationally, you may see the entanglement of

past kindness and grudge, feelings in gratitude and revenge, confrontation
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in friends and enemies, as well as all kinds of tragedies. I sigh for these.
I am aging now.

It is time for me to write a book with the hope to rehabilitate the I—
Ching philosophy, as well as in memory of my father. Do hope a new ideal

society to be coming soon for humankind.
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