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1  On His Seventieth Birthday
G.B. Shaw *

Of late years® the public have been trying to tackle me in every way they possibly
can, and failing to make anything of it? they have turned to treating me as a great
man. This is a dreadful fate to overtake anybody. There has been a distinet attempt to
do it again now, and for that reason 1 absolutely decline to say anything. about the
celebration of my seventieth birthday. But when the Labor Party, my old friends the
Labor Party, invited me here I knew that I should be all right. We have discovered the
secret that there are no great men, and we have discovered the secret that there are no

great nations or great state.

According to the capitalists, there will be a guarantee to the world that every man in
the country would get a job. They didn’t contend it would be a well-paid job, because if
it was well paid a man would save up enough one week to stop working the next week,
and they were determined to keep a man working the whole time on a bare subsistence
wage®—and, on the other hand, divide an accumulation of capital.

They said capitalism not only secured this for the working man, but, by insuring
fabulous wealth in the hands of a small class of people, they would save money whether
they liked it or not, and would have to invest it. That is capitalism, and this
Government is always interfering with capitalism. Instead of giving a man a job or
letting him starve they are giving him doles—after making sure he has paid for them
first. They are giving capitalists subsidies and making all sorts of.regulations that are
breaking up their own system. All the time they are doing it, and we are telling them it
is breaking up?, they don’t understand .

We say in criticism of capitalism: Your system has never kept its promises for one

* 1A% (George Bernard Shaw, 1856—1950) , ZE R EIFR - FAET /MK (AL
o1, 1885 LEFF IR EIMEIRIA , B 1949 2205 1t , FESE ALRIAS 513, e HREENE (R
B (1892) . {HEAt sk ABYERAL) (1894) . (EBELRIZAESD (1905) . {EAEMHIRY (1913) |
Lz F)(1919) (Z & i1EY (1923) (RN (1929) %, FAPIERK RSP, LY
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single day since it was promulgated. Our production is ridiculous. We are producing
eighty horse-power motor cars when many more houses should be buili. We are
producing most extravagant luxuries while children starve. You have stood production
on its head® . Instead of beginning with the things the nation needs most, you are
beginning at just the opposite end. . ..

We are opposed to that theory. Socialism, which is perfectly clear and
unmistakable, says the thing you have got to take care of is your distribution. We have
to begin with that, and private property, if it stands in the way® of good distribution,
has got to go.

A man who holds public property must hold it on the public condition on which®, for
instance, I carry my walking stick, I am not allowed to do what I like with it. T must
not knock you on the head with it. We say that if distribution goes wrong, everything
else goes wrong—religion, morals, government. And we say, therefore (this is the
whole meaning of our socialism), we must begin with distribution and take all the
necessary steps.

I think we are keeping it in our minds because our business is to take care of the
distribution of wealth in the world: and I tell you, as I have told you before, that I
don’t think there are two men, or perhaps one man, in our 47,000,000 who approves
of the existing distribution of wealth. T will go even further and say that you will not
find a single person in the whole of the civilized world who agrees with the existing
system of the distribution of wealth. It has been reduced to a blank absurdity. . . .

I think the day will come when we will be able to make the distinction between us
and the capitalists. We must get certain leading ideas before® the people. We should
announce that we are not going in for what was the old-fashioned idea of redistribution,
but the redistribution of income. Let it always be a question of income.

1 have been very happy here tonight. I entirely understand the distinction made by
our chairman tonight when he said you hold me in social esteem® and a certain amount
of personal affection. I am not a sentimental man, but I am not insensible to all that,
I'know the value of all that, and it gives me, now that I have come to the age of seventy
(it will not occur again and 1 am saying it for the last time), great feeling of pleasure
that I can say what a good many people can’t say.

1 know now that when I was a young man and took the tuming that led me into the
Labor Party, I took the right turning in every sense.

(Don one’s head: 3B F, stand something on its head : ¥ -+ Bk, (stand in
the way: Pif, .  which 5 “ihe public condition” , 2\ KBy 2, BI“M & A RAE B
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2 A Conversation with a Cat
H. Belloc™

The other day I went into the bar of a railway station and, taking a glass of beer, I
sat down at a little table by myself to meditate upon the necessary but tragic isolation of
the human soul. I began my meditation by consoling mysel{ with the truth that
something in common runs through all nature, but I went on to consider that this cut no
ice?, and that the heart needed sométhing more. I might by long research have
discovered some third term a little less hackneyed than these two, when fate, or some
fostering star, sent me a tawny silky, longhaired cat®.

If it be® true that nations have the cats they deserve, then the Engllsh people
deserve well in cats, for there are none so prosperous or so friendly in the world. But
even for® an English cat this cat was exceptionally friendly and fine — especially
friendly. It leapt at one graceful bound into my lap, nestled there, put out an engaging
right front paw to touch my arm with a pretty timidity by way of introduction, rolled up
at me an eye of bright but innocent affection, and then smiled a secret smile of
approval .

No man could be so timid after such an approach as not to make some manner of
response . So did I. T even took the liberty of stroking Amathea® (for by that name did
I receive this vision) , and though I began this gesture in a respectful fashion, after the
best models of® polite deportment with strangers, I was soon lending it some warmth,
for I was touched to find that I had a friend; yes, even here, at the ends of the tubes
inS.%W.99.91 proceeded (as is right) from caress to speech, and said, “Amathea,
most beautiful of cats, why have you deigned to single me out for so much favour? Did
you recognize in me a friend to all that breathes, or were you yourself suffering from
loneliness (though I take it you are near your own dear home) , or is there pity in the

*H. Ei 3 (Hilaire Belloc, 1870—1953) , 2 E A . 2E R RBOHER . FEYE
HH, E— it RRBRYEYRFHES EAEe, HEFRAT L. iy ¢S EY
CERPHFIE 1) (1920) | WA CHLE 5 ) (1925—1931) MG SIS s, Bk
BVRRAAFRAR AN CITARY (1932) FIEACCIER A ZREMITON, LR (RS T2 5%)
(1902) Je I T, Bt iR — IR & b 5 Thak o A9 Fh Rl KU WL T , SUITESE BRI 1 3 & Finly
K, B—H A AETHREE,

A AP E T4 B L SCR LUK A9 O S A EIR T A E R AT
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