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Abstract

Abstract

“Each technology is inclined to create a new human environment. ”
The network space constructed by the network technology is a virtual
space (cyberspace) . The space establishes a second survival for human
and changes manners of thought, life, communication, study, work and
entertainment of us. People have built a variety of social relations in their
process activities in the space. The network space is endowed the social
signification and become a socialized “network society ” ultimately.

“Science is a powerful tool. How to use it, and whether to bring
happiness or disaster to human depends on themselves, rather than the
tool. ” Whether the new network technology brings is a new modem civi-
lization or endless trouble and disaster to mankind lies on peoples fore-
seeing, understanding about network society and behavior choice entire-
ly. The problems including diffusing of false, harmful and malicious in-
formation, the diversification of culture in the society, the protection of
the rights of works, knowledge and the personal privacy in the network
society, the security crisis of information (Such as; the economic crisis

of network society, the virus of computer and the flaw of the network sys-
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tem and etc. ), the deficiency of legal norms, the emotional dissimilation
of the main bodies of network society, and addiction of the main bodies
in network society, etc. have been seriously influencing the normal so-
cial orders and brought people living in the network society a serious
threat. It is a theory mission and an up — to — date responsibility of the
philosophy and humanities to intensify ethical exploring the problems in
network society, to search the ethical solutions of the problems and to
optimize human existing orders in network society.

The network society derives from composite of the “substance net-
work” of taking computers as crunodes and the “human network” of
taking persons as crunodes. Reality society is a foundation of the network
society as the refraction and. the reflection of reality society. Human soci-
ety is conjunctly established by the reality society and the network socie-
ty. In this paper, the views of theories of utilitarian, deontology and
right, the thought tradition of Chinese traditional harmonious ethnics and
the value guide of ecological ethnics are applied to establish and explore
a new ethical harmonious system so as to find a new effective solution for
the ethical problems in networks social.

Although the arising of the problems in network society has its very
complex causes that come down to technology as well as culture, that
may be inner as well as outer and that derive from people as well as some
things, “people” and “information” are the key of the problems. The
essential of the problems is dissimilation of information rights of people.
“The greatest success of the Internet do not rests with the technology,
but with the impact on human” . All problems referring people and de-
riving from technology of network are to be settled by people.

It is a global mission faced by human and a urgent demand of con-
struction of socialism harmonious society to explore the ideas to clear up

and approaches to resolve the problems of the network society. Laws are
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the foundation to restrict the powers and rights of information of people in
the knowledge — power structure of network society. Ethical attention is
the rational key to regulate the powers and rights of information of each
main body in the knowledge — power structure of network society. Ethical
attention appeals to construct a new harmonious ethical system on the
foundation to abandon, absorb and conform lots of traditional ethnics. It
is such a system that takes the harmony of the network ecology as an
aim, establishes on the foundation of virtue ethnics and deontology eth-
nics, takes the utilitarian ethnics, discuss ethnics, responsibility ethnics
and right ethnics as a means and norms, and realizes the social justice
ethnics eventually. Consequently this system will realize “four ~ harmo-
ny” of network society: the harmony of the people in reality and the dig-
ital persons, the harmony of the network society and the reality society,
the harmony of the main body in the network society, and the ecological
harmony of the network society. Ultimately we will achieve social net-
work health, stability, harmony and sustainable development. The net-
work society becomes the second living space to promote human truly
comprehensive and harmonious development. Freedom and supervising,
equity and justice, honesty and trust, equity of right and obligation, self
~ discipline and regulation of society etc. are the basic ethical principles
that we must follow in the process of constructing the harmonious ethical
system of the network society.

This paper studies the ethical problems of network society from four
facets. 1. Laying out the problems of network society and revealling the
studying surveys of the problems and studying methods. 2. Exploring the
causes of the ethical problems from network technology, structure el-
ments of network society, thought of philosophy and analysis of ethnics.
3. Revealling the essence of the ethical problems of network society by
exploring the technical essence of network society and analysing the
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knowledge — power structure in network society, that is to say, revealling
the essence of the dissimilation of information rights under domination of
the knowledge — power structure of network society. Providing a pathway
of the solutions to the ethical problems of network society. 4. Taking es-
tablishing a law system of the network society as a foundation, taking de-
velopment of network technique as assistant and taking human as a key
to explore heavy the constructing of the harmonious ethical system of the
network society and bring forward the aim and principles of the construc-

ting of the harmonious ethical system of the network society.

Keywords: network society, ethical problems, information, right of in-

formation, harmonious ethic.
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