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Abstract 1

Abstract

Social security is a legislated system under which government re-
distributes incomes and provides fundamental economic security to so-
ciety members who facing with risks of birth, old age, sickness and
death, injury, disability and unemployment. Generally speaking,
modern social security system consists of social insurance, social re-
lief, social welfare and charities etc. The social security system
formed after the founding of the People’s Republic of China which
conformed to planned economy has exerted important function to na-
tional economic development, social improvement and people’s living
standards improvement for a long period. But with deepened eco-
nomic reform after nation’s reform and opening-up, economy and so-
ciety began to transform, former system could not meet the need of
the reform. China began to reform social security system in mid-
1980s. With economic and social development, people’s pursuance of
their own value in 21* century, Chinese Communist Party and the
government attach great importance to the status of social security
and its importance in backdrop of scientific development and harmoni-
ous society. Perfect social security system is not only a regulator of
social justice, a gripping device of people’s well-being, a safety net of

social stability, but also a sign of social development and civilization.
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As an economically-developed coastal province, Zhe Jiang started
early on marketization reform which has quick development and a
good quality, and the economic development has been at the forefront
of the country. According to the CPC central Committee’s require-
ments that Zhe Jiang take the lead in realizing all-round better-off so-
ciety of all country, Zhe Jiang Provincial Committee and the govern-

_ment, centering on the overall arrangement of implementing “eight-
eight strategy”, building “peaceful Zhe Jiang”, “Zhe Jiang under the
rule of law”, culture province “four-in-one”, attach great impor-
tance to establish systems with the goal of implementing Scientific
Outlook on Development and building a harmonious society, actively
explore a develop way for social build a big social security system con-
cerning interrelating and mutually reinforcing social employment, so-
cial insurance and social relief. The new social security system has a-
chieved unprecedented progress, and the development of social securi-
ty undertaking is at the forefront of the country.

First, a perfect-function, multi-level social insurance system
which covers cities and countries has been set up in its preliminary
form. The coverage of basic old-age insurance, basic medical insur-
ance, unemployment insurance, work-related injury insurance and
maternity insurance is expanding unceasingly, especially of the basic
old-age insurance under the system of “low threshold access, low
standard enjoyment” (hereafter refers to “two lowers”). At the end
of 2007, there were 10.76million, 8.55million, 10.03million,
5. 85million, 5.05million working people covered in the basic old-age
insurance, basic medical insurance, unemployment insurance, work-
related injury insurance and maternity insurance, compared to the end
of 2002 with a net increase of 4. 41million, 4. 32million, 7. 77million,

1. 95million, 3. 11million respectively. At the same time, enterprise



