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GENERAL PREFACE

There are numerous historic and cultural cities and towns on the vast territory of this Divine Land; they are the cultural crystalliza-
tion of the long history of the Chinese Nation. Since 1982 the State has nominated 101 historic and cultural cities in successive 4
groups, and in 2003 it again nominated 10 historic cultural towns for the first time; now a great number of towns are enthusiastically
applying for the nomination, which explains that the State has raise the protection of historic towns to a new high, and also reflects
that people have got a common view on protecting heritages. Just as famous cities, famous historic towns are also provided with

relatively high cultural, scientific and artistic value, and carry the excellent tradition of varied regions and nationalities. Quite a few

famous towns have fortunately preserved much more cultural ins with distinctive special ft , which are indeed precious.
Our country has a vast territory and a great many cities and towns, and the protection and rational development of historic and
cultural towns are well under way without signs of decline. The aim of our editing and publishing of this Series Picture Albums of
China's Famous Historic and Cultural Towns is that we would like, through introducing the historical and cultural essence of these
famous towns and protecting the efforts made for carrying forward traditional culture, to intensify the strength of the billows and

waves in protecting the famous towns.

Ruan Yisan
Member of National Experts’ Committee for the Protection of Cities of Historical and Culture Fame

Head of National Research Centre of Historical Cities
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Famous Town of Anfeng

Situated in Dongtai City of the eastern part of the Central Jiangsu Plain,
the historical and cultural town of ChinaAnfeng overlooks the Yellow Sea
in the east, neighbors Taizhou in the west, adjoins Shanghai in the south
and connects with Yancheng in the north; with the Coastal Expressway
and Xin-Chang Railway traversing through its territory and Fangong
Dyke, Chuanchang River and Tong-Yu Grand Canal passing amidstit.

With a long history, Anfeng became a land during the New Stone Age,
and was designated as an administrative region in the Kaiyuan years of
the Tang Dynasty, with its initial name being Dongtao. Fan Zhongyan of
the Song Dynasty constructed the Sea Wall to resist the tidal disasters to
rescue the people from misery; hence its name was changed into Anfeng
(Peace and Abundance). Up till the Ming and Qing dynasties, its salt
industry had become prosperous day after day, and had imposingly ranked
number one among the “ten salterns south of River Huai” . With farming
flourishing and market trade bustling, it had merchants gathering from all
corners of the country and seven-li stone slab street lined by thousands of
shops and tens of thousands of r ent houscholds, the town looked
rising as sun rays and rosy clouds radiating in all directions and became
one of the birth places of the Chinese traditional * He” (harmony)
Culture.

Anfeng is of profound culture and humanity essence. Wang Gen
(14871541) , the philosopher and the founder of the Taizhou Academic
School of the Ming Dynasty, was born at Yuetang Lough(Yuetang: Moon
Pond), Anfeng. and he set the “Dongtao Pithy School” to propagate his
doctrines and teach disciples, the philosophical thought of “common
people’ s daily necessities are principal doctrine” and the assertion of

“golden mean” advocated by him had got a far and profound influence.
During late Ming and carly Qing, Anfeng’ s famous cotton-garment poet
Wu Jiaji (16181684) composed more than a thousand four hundred poems
in his whole life to reflect the sufferings and hardships of the salt
producers, and he had the Poems From A Humble Pavilion to be handed
down, with his poet style directly following that of Du Fu’ s. Following
Wang Gen and Wu Jiaji, there were famed personages springing up one
after another, whose number exceeds a hundred for the successful
candidates out of the imperial civil service recruitment examination alone,
among whom were Qing Dynasty Academician Chen Bao and the second
successful candidate at the palace examinations Ji Yu; the “four poetry
masters” and “four hermits in Dongtao” of Wu Jiaji, Wang Dajing,
Wang Dacheng and Shen Dankai; the painting masters of “four bamboo
painters of Clan Yuan” of Yuan Laozhu, Yuan Xiaozhu, Yuan Xiaozhu
and Yuan Yizhu; late Qing Dynasty great mathematician Yang Bing; Zhou
Ganchen whose service was heavily relied on by Sun Yat-sen and who
worked as the Frontline General Ci for supp g Chen
Jiongming; famous painter Ge Xianglan who enjoys the repulauon of

“Xu (Beihong) in North China and Ge in South China” and Zhou Fagao
whois “one of the world’ s top three Chinese language scientists”

The religion in Anfeng has a long history. Since the Song Dynasty,
Buddhism and Taoism had come down in one continuous line, and tended
to their most prosperous days in the Ming and Qing period, with seventy-
two and a half temples set up in succession. The well-known holy monks-
Yingei, Weifang, Zhenchan and others who came out of Anfeng all
worked as vice chairmen of Buddhist Association of China. At present,

the Dongyue Palace(Dongyue: God of Mt. Taishan), Guanyin
Hall(Guanyin: Goddess of Mercy), Dizang Nunnery(Dizang: Earth
Guardian), North Dutian Temple(Dutian: Heaven Protectorate), South
Dutian Temple (Sukhavati Nunnery) and etc are worshiped by many a
pilgrim all the time.

Having been known as a land of attractive resources and magical power
and person longevity crops abundant harvest, Anfeng formed its old
stone-slab street lined with shops standing in great numbers in the Ming
and Qing period, and its food and beverage culture displayed by famed
snacks and refreshments and so on has a long history, with the noodles in
fish soup winning the gold award at Panama Expo in 1912, and the tea-
savored dried bean curd of Clan Tang, flavored noodles, Xiazao tribute
beans(Xiazao: Lower Stove), beehive sweet cakes being well-known far
and near. The traditional folk crafts of bottle gourd painting, Qinhu paper
cutting, hair embroidery and micro-carving of “Grand View Garden”
from the Dream Of Red Mansions have all embody the cultural
transmitting of the ancient town. The temple fairs, lantern fairs, green
seedling fairs, worshiping ceremonies, singing the unicorn kylin, singing
the phoenix, prying up lotus flowers and so on all demonstrate the unique
folklore charming style of Anfeng. The senior people and the 100-year-
old people still become a unique scene of Anfenga land of longevity.

With lots of historical remains, the historical-style protecting zone of
the ancient town stretches to 240,000m2, having an area of building
groups dating back to before the Qing Dynasty totaling 150,000m2. It has
4 places of fairly-integrally-preserved historical street blocks and 38
ancient lanes, among which it is specially famous for the Beiyu
Street(Beiyu: North Jade) , the Nanshigiao Avenue(Nanshigiao: South
Stone Bridge), the Jiefang Street(Jicfang: Liberation) and the Minsheng
Street(Minsheng: People’ s Livelihood). There are tens of buildings of
the Ming and Qing dynasties having different characteristic features,
among which the building group of Clan Bao is a historical relic under the
Jiangsu-provincial-level protection, the Anfeng Ming and Qing ancient
streets and the family ancestral temple of Clan Wu are historical relics
under the Yancheng city-level protection, and the building group of Clan
Wang extends to nearly 4,000m2. West of the town, the Tang Dynasty
water system of Bagua Remains(Bagua: the Eight Diagrams) are unique
to China, which have crisscross water-net and luxuriant vegetation with
birds’ twitter and fragrance of flowers, presenting a charming scenery.
The kernel-less gingko tree that is over 600 years old, the five-cereal tree
that is more than 500 years old and the Chinese little-leaf box tree that is
over 200 years old are more wondering and seldom, in which many
tourists come here to worship and visit one after the other.

Anfeng is promulgated as a historical and cultural town of China by
State Ministry of Construction and State Administration of Cultural
Heritage on the World Heritage Day of the year 2007.
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Ancient streets left behind from the Ming and Qing dynasties

ZF R T R e B, EHE, AR
. REfhEs kFEE, BELRFE. WF
B, ZFEMEFL LS BT TH 2E, N
FER k. BREEERKE, LG4,
L= AFEE. AEAAESE, HEBE,
RAEEH, FT@hA.

Becoming a land in the Neolithie Age, Anfeng was
established as an administrative region in early Tang
Dynasty, and was first named Dongtao. Fan Zhongyan of
the Song Dynasty built up the sea wall, then the town was

begun to be renamed info Anfeng (Peace and Abundance).

In the Ming and Qing period, Anfeng was one of the
famous 'ten salterns south of River Huai'; with merchants
gathering from all corners of the country, it formed its
seven-li stone slab long street, nine dams and thirteen
lanes, as well as seventy-two and a half iemples and halls.
The ancient streets left from the Ming and Qiing dynasties
south of the town have experienced many vicissitudes, and
are fairly well preserved, with their ancient stylish charm

still existing.

B7E & 7 Ancient streets left behind from the Ming and Qing dynasties
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