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Preface

A common problem for English students in China is how to carry on a conversation
with a foreigner after introductions. They don’t know what topics are appropriate or
interesting to foreigners.

This book aims to address the problem by offering some discussion topics favored by
foreigners in conversational English.

This book includes 100 chapters. Each chapter is based on an interesting topic for
everyday English and includes a list of useful expressions, key words and two dialogues
often between a Chinese and a foreigner or between two foreigners. These dialogues cover
topics centered on daily life, and range from campus life to social issues. They are not
only easy to understand, but can also serve as an icebreaker when you want to talk to a
foreigner. Conversational English as presented in this book gives readers the advantage
over those who study English and devote the bulk of their language study to memorizing
vocabulary lists and reading texts, leading to what’s sometimes called the “Mute English,”
by placing an emphasis on oral expression.

The book is very special in two ways. First, it has been written by English majors
(postgraduates in China Foreign Affairs University and Beijing Foreign Studies University)
and native speakers who have had several years experience in China teaching at top
universities. It is a book of good teamwork. Second, there is an emphasis on expressions.
There is a wealth of daily expressions used by native speakers which will enable readers to
directly use them in daily conversation.

This book can be used in many ways. Role play is one good choice; you can find a
partner to practice the dialogues with, or you can study by yourself by assuming different
characters in the dialogues. As each topic is independent of the others, you can study them
piece by piece. Take the few minutes you’re kept waiting to cover a topic. Take a look at
the book when you get stuck in traffic. Squeeze out one or two minutes here and there and
you’ll be amazed at how your English will have improved after you finish all the topics.

I would like to thank my co-writers, Mr. Brett C. Griffin, Coco Lee, Zheng Na,
Wu Zhou, Cai Bo, Sun Lan, Song Mengting, Yue Xiaoling. Without his enormous
encouragement and support, this book would not have become a reality. I'm also grateful
to Ms. Nellie Connolly and Mr. Logan M. West, the language consultants, who helped
make the language more idiomatic and polished. Finally, my best friends Jin Huinian and
Feng Jing have made constructive comments, which in turn, have made the dialogues more
interesting.

At last, I also wish to thank every reader who buys this book. I hope you will enjoy
reading it.

Editor
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Love and Marriage

£ 15 15 18

FirstImpressions
SIBHIA

Background Information
IRIBAL, HABIAGHEIREIRILF XYL, HFBNACLLIRGZES), EEAE, F8:580
(R, BRI AT REEEA RIS LS —RIBAETL, “FFHFAXP, & LLRE LY,
“— R kodk” FPK “FERNYRBR”, E¥EiXAEIRZ Gk, AMBEIRELB PEHLE (Passing visitors),
VR EFB O 6B, 1L X SFEHTER 5BV KFB <8 (Good memories will live on), Az

Py Y
b o e

Useful Expressions

f—

.1 love meeting interesting new people 1. RERKIERIEF L RABIIA,
when I travel.

2. Richard is very easy-going. 2. B EIR BN,
3. Susan is in her late sixties, but she isaging well. 3. 78R 70 2 T, {HMbRIFEREF,
4. You look younger than your age. 4. 7 & L EHEFRFER D,
5. He is young, handsome and successful. 5. RN, FREEN,
6. She’s a total fox. 6. M PR,
7. She is well-endowed. 7. K BIRFE,
8. I like girls with long hair. 8. WEMK AN L.
9. She has an outgoing personality. 9. AR IR Sh 1A,
10. She is a tall, slim woman with lovely 10. #h/F bk, Sl RIRHE .,
smile.
11. She is somewhere between 25 and 30 11. 4tk 30 % T,
years old.
12. She is a total doll. 12. KR,
13. She has a lovely character. 13. iR AT %,



Steve: Mary, how was your date with John?

Mary: It’s Ok. It seems we have a lot in common.

S:

= e=

L - -

Oh, really. That is great news. What does he look like?
He is tall and slim, fair-haired.

Sounds like he is pretty cute. What do you think of him?

He is a nice guy and very considerate. I was impressed with.how smart he was and he has

a great sense of humor.

Oh, it’s love at first sight. When will you see each other again?

He didn’t say, but he said he would call me.

Maybe he is busy with his work. Just wait and try not to think about it too much!
Oh, Steve. Stop it! I am a bit nervous! What if he doesn’t call?

Come on, Mary, you’re a total catch. I bet he will call you. Don’t worry.

Thank you, Steve. You're always so encouraging.

That’s what friends are for.

MR . W, IRAABNAREARN?

AR : AT BAVFERIRE %,

L=

FH? KEFT. MKEEAR?

fb St sk, SHERLE.

WA ARAAF AR, ABIRXFABEN SR EAFEW?

AAEE, AEFAANE, FRHE, SURMER.

W, FRARE BT T, FUAARR AL ?
b, Ao 45 BAT HIE K

WVFBIRAE TAELLERT, AF5EIE, BN KB

B IR AFKAKBAREK T WRMATHEIEEAT
Wg?

RIXFE, HEN, PRIXATIAER, BORUEARL AT G,
UEENVS

M: R, B R, RSN

RBLIXLE,  FATTE AW -

Words Storm
fair-haired £ELEHN
cute E=LClbalsd
quy IMRF
considerate RIAEY
impress B NRZIENR
smart BEEA IR
nervous BEKH
catch BEEERSBHA

encouraging S AGFEH

Phrases
in common HEH
tall and slim SitEHk
sense of humor {42k /3%
love at first sight — Il $i%



S:  You know, Mary, I feel we meet somewhere before. Where were you born?

M: [ was born in Beijing, but I spent most of my childhood in London.

$: What was your childhood like?

M: I had a pretty strict upbringing, and my parents taught at universities so they have
extremely high expectations for me.

S: Where did you go to university?

M: My parents wanted me to stay in Beijing, but I decided to go back to England. I graduated
from University of Newcastle upon Tyne with a degree in Cross Culture Communication.

S: What is your current occupation?

M: I am a journalist. I write for China Daily.

S: Did you know that you wanted to be a journalist right after your graduation?

M: No, I didn’t. I started working at a university in London but as time went by, I found I did
not really like my job. I decided to explore other fields. Journalism is a great fit for me as
well as a challenge.

$: Do you like your current job?

M: Yes. I came to Beijing two years ago looking for new opportunities. I was lucky because
my friend introduced me to my current company.

S, AR, R REBLLE, e o Sem
A poty A

M: FRAEAERTHE, AR ETIRH. upbringing JLE R

S: RIEFELTEEAFE? expectations 2

M: FRNR K BAR ™, FACEFLARTRE KAE 200, X EIpeE  current HirEm
P occupation e

S URAEMBEL ik g

M RBHEERBAEIR, TRRIEEEE, FRBRA omien srmihe
GEIRKE I B TSR, callenge Btk

St IMRBLAERA TAEE 2

M: Ffnd#, 78 CPEEHRY T, Phrases

S APl sk A H AR 2 graduate from  EEI-T

M: . BEBHITERB T RFEA, KRR HCIH  CrossCulture  #5504k357
AEWMEN. TRgE S N HASR. FH T Communication
Xof FAUIAK A — T R 2 A APk China Daily HEER

St AR E AR IRAE ) TR 2 goby (BHE)) 7

M: 21, PR BIIEST, AEEBFRHIS. AR ook for S

SEIE, — MR ABE T HHER AT
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Background Information
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FPABBPRIZ/HFEIR. 48%0, F8L, A8 69252, RFLBDRIFOIOANLERTRTEE),
AABAREISEORIFR BN AREY, 299 (dating) B RIFEHTT4E, KX —2HE2, LR1PTRBFLTP,
WRRNpr L, FELTIBLEF Y B, LFNIRKEGRF L, HBHRRFEHLE L, H£EE

RIEE) A E,

KUTBAST : A—FPFERB “51RIBLI".

Useful Expressions

1. He is my prince charming.

2. Jack has fallen head over heals in love
with Jane.

. He is always on my mind.

3
4. She’s so lovesick she can’t even eat.
5. Tom is stuck on Marry.

6

. I get embarrassed and my face starts to
turn red.

7.1 am walking on air.
8. I can’t wait to see him.

9. He must have been all over you the first
time he saw you.

LARROADSET,
2. AR LT,

3. Al 6 7 R ok A e

4. WHZAB 2, RERAE.
5. 5% EEWT .

6. it 22T 1 .

7. RN RIUIRR .
8. TIEA K fr B WA,
9. fx AR —5E & — B .

10. FR I WA LT 95,
11 REMMETITE,

12. REAEERAT . BAHEL T, HH
AN KRN,

13. 282 LT, AT RAE%K L T4,
14. R RiERERR,
15. BPIEHLSZ |7 4,

10. James fell in love with Sue on a blind date.
11. There are plenty of fish in the sea.

12. My girlfriend dumped me. I am so sad be-
cause she is a total babe!

13. Andrew has a crush on Jane. But Jane likes John.
14. Jack really turns me on.

15. I’'m crazy about her.

4



Isabella: 1 wonder what he looks like. Oh, I can’t wait to see him!His e-mail said he’d be

wearing a white hat. (looking around for him) Oh, there he is.

Logan: Hey, Isabelle:--

Logan! Why on earth are you hiding here? White hat!Come on! Don’t tell me you're the

guy! It can’t be true.

L:  --“Yes, I'm the guy.
I:  What a bummer! You set me up?
L: Let me explain. I didn’t mean to hurt you---
I: How dare you! (starts to walk off)
L: Hang on one second. Hear me out, just this once, Isabella!
I:  Why did you lie to me in the e-mail?
L: Ididn’tlie. You just didn’t ask me my real name.
I:  Ishould have known it was you. No wonder all the 20 questions were answered correctly. I
thought I might have found the one for me.
L: I'm sorry. It was cruel of me. But I promise it will never happen again. Look, there’s a
nice restaurant. Let me take you to dinner and we can talk
things over. Words Storm
e-mail BT R
RSN . RIARIEMK 20, FAED BB, M7EE  hige X 9
TR . (P9 F5KE) W, e L, lie oz
AR . W, GBI cruel SARBEN
bR 2 IEROLTAT A7 CIRF) R BIETRRISE omee o
b3 (MPN restaurant BT
Lo e BHE, BB,
I Jo IR B ?
L URUTERARRE, RARARM----
L RSERIRRY GRERTP) e
L UFERBESE, PRBILRL, BE K. RSP et
I R ATEIR R YR 32 whatonearth  EjE/EAf
L REA. RIEEERMESERS. what a bummer : ER
I RFEENZZIR. AR 20 M @RS T, K& whatfor S
LoyHCH&EBIFIC T walk off EF
L XNAR, REALH. REERALHE K. & H4> hangon ¥

BITE LB, & RIERGIR, RE88L e, hearsbot  IERAGE
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ZHRBSHENG TOO RERE

The band is pretty good. How do you like the music?

It’s very nice. I haven’t heard live music in a while. This is fun.

Well, then, may I invite you for the next dance?

Of course. But I’'m afraid I’m not much of a dancer--

Don’t worry. I’'m not much of a dancer myself.

You're dancing so well.

You dance beautifully too.

When did you learn to dance?

In college. But I don’t dance very often. What’s your favorite dance?

It’s hard to say. It depends. But I love the waltz.

How about tango?

Oh, I like it. It’s such a beautiful dance, but I can’t do it well. What about you?
Tango is my favorite. Anything but hip-hop or the foxtrot. (the music has stopped)
Thank you for the dance.

My pleasure. Let’s go and have a drink.

Ok.
SRR, {1 B S 7037 s e,
HERAI. RBAREIAV L ERT, BEARAS.  fun Skt
HPIE, AT LA B T e colege K
MR, ERRABARBELE. WS mERH
B, RIAEALBE. et s
=~ tango 2S5%
VRS L bT hip-hop e
(RIS, foxtrot N
AN e T
SRR, A TR AT, WUEI T, IR
fragE | e
A, FOUR, ARG, bl gl
ARRINE? ina while —ERia]
WERK. HWREMRE, ALBRAELEHE. 7RIE? notmuchofa Ak t7f

FRIg BRI AOEAT, B THTSERCE SR, GHIRE 7D Itdepends. BN,
RIS R B

AR BAME—MEAFE?

USHiUR
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- Cyber Love
- W%

Background Information
HAMW : —E LM (surf on the Internet), #4BpX (chatting), #Bxa, =xK-FKEE,
RoEKAE—BRLHKE, TICUGARBIA, BEHMPEIRPA, FRER LR, iF
BT, ZHE G CHFRMBRTTR, BIRIFE  CHFRARTEBEZE, RHMR
RIGE, BEANTRLEGRM, 2AT, LERAMZEAL, BHETRMAKGS,, 1221RARASM
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Useful Expressions

1. I sign on to the internet everyday.
2. I need to change my password.

3. When I don’t feel like talking to certain
people online I pretend that I'm offline.

4. Dial-up is too slow so I use wireless
broadband.

5.1 have a webcam on my computer so I can
see my friends on the internet while chat-
ting with them.

6. 1’ve just invited you to join my buddy list.

7. Remember to meet in a public place and
don’t give out your personal information

8. You can’t fall in love with someone

you’ve never met!

9. It’s just a crush.

1. REGREEAM L.
2. RTGEBEHIRAEN,

3 MBERFEMFELEAWE, RSB
B,

4.5 LMK, BRAELREH LM,

~

5. AN AT BBk, XAEEBEAT LA
MAABWR T o

6. KOAAHIRMARMLF KAHT

7. RRHEAKHERE, HEMIANGEES
{@IO

8. RMRB LM, EamE EAle?

9. XHZ IR,
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Lily: You are dressed to kill. You look gorgeous, Alexander.

Alexander: Thanks. This is my power suit. I have a dinner date tonight.
How did you meet each other?
She’s a friend of Amy. We.met at Amy’s birthday party.
Is this your first date?

L

A

L

A: Yes. I hope it pans out. Cross your fingers, Lily.

L: Sure it will. Oh, no, it’s seven fifteen already. I'm going to be late for my date.

A: Oh- - So you buried the hatchet with Steven?

L: Absolutely not! He’s a cheater. I will never talk to him again. I'm over with him. He’s

history!

A: Then who will you meet tonight?
L: A guy I met on the Internet three months ago.
A: Really? Are you sure that is a good idea?
L: Please don’t be so fussy! I didn’t just meet him yesterday.
A: 1 know, but remember to meet in a public place and don’t give out your personal
information.
Words Storm
FIFT: BRATHW EHLK, RFEEIMET | s T
THLK : il XREE “BFER” , REBGEA. cheater BT
L RIIE2NRM? ~ cautious  /JvDY

A BBREKE A, AR Aa Eiking, Y AtRIMER

. A AL hisory  REBABEHANE
L- ﬁ%{’]‘% {k?’f]z;ﬂg. Mf.Rm EEEE?

AR, RAE YR, BRI, FFL.

L

MR, BRI, WY, B2T7H157, RAR

BT,
A e SRR T SCRNGF T2 Mﬁi ‘
L EATHE R T REQFLBEMAT. Riupe PVl BEER

dinner date BROZ

BERT, R T
ST, T birthday party ~ 4-Hif%

A A BIHER? PR b
L —A=AARER ENRRA. Bl St
Ar ERG? XA ? burry the hatch ~ F1iF
L XA KEAME! T ARKER A WSB! have fun TSR
A IEE, HELCEEALGENMbRE. HERHDPA

fRRgh.
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