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Abstract

The research is based on the first national census of orphans in China and in —
depth interviews with 96 kinship foster families in 10 provinces. The research
finds that most orphans cared for by kinship foster carers live and grow up in their
own communities safely and normally. Most kinship foster carers care for orphans
with great love and provide them with adequate shelter, food and clothes.
However because financial support from the government is limited, many children
and their carers live in deep poverty and have difficulties meeting the costs of edu-

cation and health care for children.
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