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PREFACE

Forests are the basis to make sustainable development come true and they are also linked to the human
destiny and future of the earth. With the rapid development of the social economy, people became
increasingly aware that the environment is vital to the human survival and sustainable- development.
Nowadays, there are ten environmental problems being paid great attention to: the increase of greenhouse
gases in the atmosphere, the ozone layer destruction, the biological diversity crisis, soil and water erosion,
desertification, soil degradation, the depletion of water resources, atmosphere pollution and acid rain,
noise pollution, and deforestation of tropical forests. All these phenomena have direct or indirect relations
with the decrease in forest resources. In other words, the solution to these environmental problems is
closely related to solving the forest problems.

People are paying more and more attention to protection, reasonable utilization and sustainable
management of forest resources for human survival and development. The principles of Sustainable Forest
Management hereinafter called SFM) formulated at the 10th World Forestry Conference in 1991 and
especially at the UN Environment and Development Conference in 1992 made sustainable management the
overall goal of forest management and forestry development, which accelerated the pace of development in
forestry sciences. In line with this principles, forest utilization shifts from simple extraction to a
harmonization between people and nature, single production targets are turning into multiple ones,
specialized management is transforming to ecosystem management, industrial utilizing switches to forest
management for multiple benefits.

The theme of this conference is that SFM is not only a forestry development target, but also a
contribution to the building of an ecological civilization. Dozens of experts from Germany, Sweden, Japan,
China and related international organizations, from each of their research fields and different point of
views, have thoroughly discussed about the basic conception and main intention, the supervision
technology and evaluation criteria, the management schemes, technologies and practical application of
SFM, and social, economic and ecological benefits that sustainable management is able to generate. At the
same time, they introduced principles and the practice of Forest Health and Nature-oriented Forest
Management. This diverse content and the abundant principles and practices presented here are exactly
what forestry and ecological researchers need. These proceedings of the conference enrich the knowledge of
SFM in theory and practice. They are highly valuable for the introduction of a sound developing forestry
henceforth and construction of an ecological civilization.

The 21st century will inevitably become an age of combining ecological civilization, wise economy and
sustainable development. People are beginning to pay attention not only to nature protection but also to its
rehabilitation, restoring the harmony between people and nature. People shall have a bright future if we
maintain the forest resources in a healthy state and build up a harmonious environment by applying SFM as
the best approach to.achieve this.

Mr. Zhao Shucong

The author of this preface is a Standing Member of CCPC and Vice Governor of Anhui Province,
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FOREWORD

Germany is one of the forestry-developed countries in the world. SFM Theory and the close-to-nature
forest Management Method, which were proposed and founded by German foresters have contributed to
the world's forestry development and achieved international acclamation. Moreover, also the conventional
forest eco-system management theory and method developed during the last 100 years provides valuable
experiences to the international forestry development. Since Chinese forestry is now in a development
period characterized by forest restoration, the formulation of a scientific forest development concept, the
study and promotion of advanced international SFM concepts, and the practical SFM experiences of
Germany and other forestry developed countries are significant to improve the quality of Chinese forestry
ecosystems, the productivity of forestlands, and to achieve the overall objective of sustainable forestry
development.

Anhui is a typical province in the southern collective forest area. Forestry plays an important role in
the economy and society; therefore, achieving SFM is the basis and precondition not only for forestry but
also for sustainable development of the economy and society. Since 1996, SGAP Anhui I and Anhui IT were
implemented successively in Anhui province. With joint efforts of Chinese and foreign forestry technology
researchers, international advanced forestry management practices and experience were introduced in
Anhui Province to achieve sustainable forest development. Valuable knowledge and experience was gained
through systematic exploration and practical application of different aspects of SFM such as policy,
methodology, technology, and economy. The dissemination of the achievements of these projects in Anhui
will provide valuable lessons learned for the application of SFM in the southern collective forest areas.

In May of 2007, Mr. Zhao Shucong, Vice Governor of Anhui Province, together with Dr. Muessig,
First Vice President of KfW, decided to hold an International Conference on SFM in Anhui Province.
Lateron, Anhui Government, SFA and KfW separately approved the conference program and decided to
sponsor the conference. The main objective of this conference is to introduce SFM theory and research as
well as the practice and development of SFM both international and domestic, to discuss the role of SFM in
natural resources protection, to disseminate advanced forest management concepts and latest technology
achievements, to share successful SFM experiences, and to explore suitable management mechanisms and
models for Southern China, As one of the sponsors and as the organizer of this international conference,
the Forestry Department of Anhui Province has called for papers from foreign and domestic well-known
forestry experts and researchers and achieved active responses. By the date of 15 August 2008, More than
100 papers were submitted from different institutions and associations such as forest management
institutions, scientific research institutions, universities, international and academic organizations, as well
as researchers and practioners active in the field of SFM. Meanwhile, the Anhui Forestry Society is
developing a special papers collection based on the submitted papers. Herewith, we would like to express
our sincere appreciation to all of the experts, scholars and researchers who have dedicated their efforts and
expert knowledge to contribute to the conference.

The collected papers present a wide range of topics such as SFM concepts, research development,

forest policies, training practices, forest economy, forest inventory and management methods, CDM, and
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social and rural development aspects of SFM. The contents are plentiful and provide different viewpoints,
many of them are new and innovative. A great number of helpful measures and suggestions are made for
SFM in collective forest areas in Southern China. These papers are published as a monograph of “Direction
for Forest Management” providing orientation and guidance. Due to the limited space in this volume, the
papers have been edited, some are only included as an abstract or only the title mentioned for further
reference. We hope for the understanding of the authors in case there are any shortcomings in dealing with

the papers. We also welcome suggestions and critical remarks that will help us to improve this collection,

The Editors
August, 2008
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