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Traditional Festivities In Jinzhong, Shanxi Province

The Elegant And Graceful Bearing Of Traditional
Festivities Stilts And Acrobatics On Sticks

First Sedans And Sticks
Acrobatics On Iron Sticks
Acrobatics On Back-supported Sticks
Acrobatics On Long And High Sticks
Stilts
Second  Strains Of Music Accompanied By Drum Beats
Eight Musical Instruments Performance
The Prestige And Power Of Drums And Gongs
The Yagu Drums In Xiyang County
Third Youngge Dances
Youngge Dance
Bamboo Horse, Giant Bamboo Horse
Two Ghost Wrestlers
Yong, Small And Short Operas In Zuoquan County
Head Mask Babies
Rattle Stick Dance
Forth Cart,boat And Sedan Performances
Land Boat
Liu San Pushes A “Cart”
Float(In A Parade)
Fifth Lanterns And Fire
Blazing Fire
Frame Fire In Nanzhuang Village
Festive Lantern (As Displayed On The Lantern Festival )
Taigu Lantern Festival
Fireworks
Foating Lanterns On Water
The Eight Trigrams Colorful Lanterns
Running Lotus Lanterns In Heshun
Sixth Animals- Dance Performance
Dragon-dance Performance
Living Dragon
Lion-dance Performance
Seventh Village Theatrical Performance Given On Religious
Festivals In Old Times
Sing And Act In A Traditional Opera Performance
Twill-weave Silk Sedan And Opera Figures
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In the historical treasure-house of Chinese civilization, folk customs has not only been connecting
artistic flowers, but has also exhibited the clear veins of its birth, development and improvement. Since
breaking away from the life of animals, the human being has constantly researching, with his exceptional
intelligence, subjective world, gradually formed the folk customs that has maintained popular moral and
enriched people’s cultural life. Folk customs has reflected people’s thinking and actions in the process of
cognition of human being, nature and seeking development. Folk customs comes from real life and vividly
reflects people’s real demand. Therefore, through the folk customs of a nation, a nationality and a period,
we can clearly see people’s thinking and viewpoints about relations between man, nature, social relations
and related philosophy and religions. In its change and development process, folk customs gives us a clear
sketch-map of the human being’s development and improvement. The thousands of years development of
the nationalities of China proves that the changes and progress is also the reflection of social civilization.
The Yellow River Valley has given birth of splendid Chinese Civilization, and Shanxi Province lying in
the middle of The Yellow River Valley is one of the birthplaces of Chinese Civilization. The province has
a long history of civilization and rich folk customs displayed in people’s life and daily life. Therefore, the
understanding of the folk customs here helps us know well the psychological path of the people who have
passed on the continuation of traditional festivities. The traditional festivities in Jinzhong is one of the
representatives of folk customs that has been carrying the happiness, imaginations and creations. It has
been both implanted into the hearts of generations of people and published today in this album.

The album <The Traditional Festivities In Jinzhong> has a special introduction about the origination,
development, continuation and spread. It is my hearted worship and love to the traditional festivities
that encouraged me to photo and feel its macro importance and essentiality in a five years of journey of
thousands of kilometers.

The traditional festivities in Jinzhong has rich content which gathers dances, songs, carvings and
paintings. It is so magnificent that a great massive of people compare it favourably with Beijing Opera--
the quintessence of Chinese culture. The splendid Chinese national cultural art has a shocking pounding
power. Once entering the eyesight of photographers, it couldn’t help bursting into excellent artistic sparks.
To share the joy of the pictures about traditional festivities with you, I am very happy to have the album
published.Hereby, I'd like to express my gratitude to the CPC Party Committee, the People’s Government,
the Propaganda Department of Jinzhong City and MR. Yuan Xuejun, Zhang Guotian, Liu Xianhong, Miao
Wujun, Fan Qishan, Bai Zhigiang and Fan Zongjian for their great support.

Zhao Yongsheng
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The old city on the Lantern Festival
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Traditional festivities was a activity in ancient China 2500 years ago (to please gods) to offer a sacrifice to gods .And in ancient
China ,people regard earth as the altars to the gods of earth and grain .And by the time of The Spring and Autumn Period (770 —476
B.C), “the fifth days after the Beginning of Spring and the Beginning of Autumn became special days to offer sacrifice to gods™ and
thereafter grew to be traditional festivities, so the Beginning of Spring and the Beginning of Autumn were respectively named “Spring
traditional festivities “and “Autumn traditional festivities”. In the “Spring traditional festivities ”, people offer a sacrifice to gods and
pray for bump harvest, and in the “Autumn traditional festivities”, people offer a sacrifice to gods to express gratitude to gods for
bump harvest,

The ancient Chinese attached great importance to traditional festivities .In a poem by Du Fu, a great poet in the Tang Dynasty
(618--907), the traditional festivities then were described as “peasants go to the traditional festivities pleasantly ,so many people
invite me to taste their spring wine that I got drunken. "and Wang Jia, another great poet of the Tang Dynasty praised the < traditional
festivities > as* rice and other grain grow well, cattle enjoy a good life. when sunset comes, many people got drunken in happiness ~.
In the Song Dynasty(960--1279),Su Shi, a great writer gave us a vivid picture “before going to the traditional festivities, the female
makes up well, the old and the young are eager to sing and dance .When group and group people running to the activity ,birds are
singing in a high voice. When the activity begins ,all of the people become happy and gay. When evening comes, I meet with many
drunken old men ,women and children ”.In the following dynasties ,the variety show held in the sacrifice-offering in spring were
called “traditional festivities ” . {The Chinese Dictionary)) says“traditional festivities include music, songs and other activities held
in ancient China’s holidays.”

This proves that traditional festivities originates from the idolatry activities offered to earth and fire in ancient China. It emerged in
the Qin Dynasty (221 —207B.C), developed in the Tang Dynasty(618--907),grew popular in the Song Dynasty(960--1279)and got
enriched in the Ming Dynasty(1368--1644) and the Qinq Dynasty(1644--1911), so, at last it contains the element of entertainment
and come to have large-scale, substantial content in folk entertainments.

The traditional festivities----“the resource of folk arts and refined supernatural performance”(poem of later Chinese marshal Chen
Yi) has stand the test of time, enjoyed prolonged love of people and also the activities in the first Chinese Lunar month have been
regarded as “the oriental Christmas and Chinese night of revelry ”. In Sept.2007,Jinzhong City was conferred, by the Folk Custom
Association of China, the title of “Home of China traditional festivities”. In the year of 2008,the People’s Government of Jinzhong
City successfully held “China (Jinzhong) traditional festivities festival ” and won the comprehensive award of “carrying forward

traditional festivals™ in the first “Chinese Festivals celebration competition”
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