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The Most Enduring Law Code
— The Code of Hammurabi

BERNER —IRE B HOER

Hammurabi’s is the most complete and earliest Mesopotamian law code.
It was inscribed on a stone stele topped by a bas-relief picturing Hammurabi
receiving the inspiration of the law code from the sun god Shamash, who
was also the god of justice. The law code emphasizes the principle of
retribution ( “an eye for an eye”) and punishments that vary according to
social status Punishments could be severe.

At the beginning of the twentieth century, a French archaeological

5 exﬁedltlon unearthed one of the most magnificent finds of our times — a

,V"i""istele, or tablet, on which was inscribed the entire Code of Hammurabi.

Found at booty in the twelfth century B. C., this stele is of stone, about

eight feet tall, and contains approximately thirty-six hundred lines of

writing. Although the stone has been damaged slightly, most of the writing,

in cuneiform script, is legible. At the top of the stele is a well-executed

carving showing Hammurabi receiving the laws from Marduk, the sun god

of Babylonia. After its discovery the stele was taken to Paris and placed in
the Louvre, where it can still be seen.

The Code deals with almost every facet of life in the ancient Near East,
including marriage and the family, relationships among social classes,
regulations concerning land and business, labor relations, military service,
religion, and crime. They are important not only for the light they shed on
the quite complex society of that time but also for the influence they had on

— 3 —
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later Near Eastern law codes.
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LR
complete [kom'plit] adj. % ## code [koud] n. ##,
stele [stitl] n. Z| A & 89 54 retribution [ retri'bjufon] n. R &
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B % #RJG, Daniel f# Tom £—RH K, BAFRMT B bE R EFRN R T
W XA,
D =Daniel # =LK T=Tom %= %4

D: I'm very curious about The Code of Hammurabi. It’s amazing that
Hammurabi established the Code in those ancient days.

T: Well, although he was responsible for formulating and publishing the
Code, he did not originate the laws it contains. Rather, the Code was a
compilation and revision of older laws of the Sumerians and Akkadians.

D: Really? I have never heard of that before. Can you tell me more about it?

T: Ok, I have read about some laws of it, for example, if a man has accused
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