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Preface

Wang Yunlong

May 13, 2002

On the eve of the 5th anniversary of the founding of Chongqing Municipality directly under the
Central Government, a large literature “Annals of Chongging Municipal People’ s Congress (1997-
2002)” is published, which objectively reflects and truly records the efforts of Chongging Municipal
People’ s Congress and its standing committee for completely fulfilling their duties endowed by the
Constitution and the laws with regard to legislation, supervision, decision-making on critical events,
personnel appointment and removal as well as the their process of self-improvement. This literature is
not only a fundamental work of Chongging Municipal People’s Congress and of the democratic legal
system construction, but also a review of the works accomplished by Chongging Municipal People’s
Congress and its standing committee since 1997 when Chongging became the fourth municipality di-
rectly under the Central Government. The Annals shall play a positive role in further publicizing the
advantages of the people’s congress as the basic political system, in summing up the experience of this
session of Chongqing People’s Congress, in exploring the working rules of the people’s congress, in
initiating a new phase of local people’s congress’s work and pushing forward the construction of the
socialist democratic legal system in Chongqing. Meanwhile, it is an offering to celebrate the 5th an-
niversary of the founding of Chongqing Municipality directly under the Central Government.

The five years of Chongqing municipality are fives years of unremitting exploration, five years of
strenuous endeavors to initiate new phase of the people’s congress’s performance. In the five years,
under the direction of the National People’s Congress and under the leadership of the Chongqing Mu-
nicipal Committee of the Communist Party of China, by taking economic development as the central
task and implementing the strategy of western region development in light of the overall situations in
Chongqing, we have advanced with the times; fulfilled our duties and obligations in an all-round way,
pushed forward the construction of democratic legal system, adhered to the principle of ruling the
country by the law and by the moral. Our achievements in legislation have been remarkable both in
quality and quantity; the supervision work have been conducted intensively with more attention paid
to the actual effects; decision on critical events have been made according to laws and by democratic
and scientific decision-making approach; the personnel management system have been improved and
the system of law examination before appointment and performance assessment during term have been
established ; the work of deputies have made progress, self-improvement strengthened, quality of the
cadre team improved, working system improved. All the endeavors by the standing committee have
contributed to a higher stage of the people’ s congress’ s work under the guidance of “Three
Represent’s” ideology.

The Annals weigh heavy because it embodies the endless and unremitting efforts made by
Chongqing Municipal People’s Congress and its standing committee to hold on to and improve the
people’s congress system, to vigorously explore and press ahead the democratic legal system develop-

ment under the guidance of the Party’s basic theory, line and program. We may say the efforts to ini-
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tiate new phase of Chongqing People’s Congress’ work has attained expected achievement, the work
of Chonggqing People’s Congress and its standing committee have leaped to a higher stage.

Reviewing the course of the five years, we profoundly realize that in order to realize the socialist
modernization, great efforts must be made to push forward the construction of the democratic legal
system and the advantage of the people’s congress system must be brought into full scope so as to
guarantee and promote healthy development of the economic construction and social course. Mean-
while, we are clearly aware of the fact that China is still in the primary stage of the socialism, the de-
velopment of social economy is critical for the democratic legal system construction in the long run,
consequently, we must regard the construction of socialist democratic legal system as a long-term task
which can not be accomplished in one action. This requires us to properly handle the relationship be-
tween courageous exploration and seeking truth from facts, gradual improvement and accumulation.
The construction of democratic and law system in China must take a road with Chinese characteristics.
It will never do to cling conservatively to the old system or to blindly copy the political models of for-
eign countries without innovation.

The work of the people’s congress must be done always under the leadership of the Party, be-
cause the Communist Party of China is the organizer who liberates the people and enables them to be-
come the masters of China, is the leading core of the socialist modernization, always representing the
requirements of the development trend of China’s advanced productive forces, representing the orien-
tation of China’s advanced culture and representing the fundamental interests of the overwhelming ma-
jority of the Chinese people. The basic theory, line and program of the Party are the masterly general-
ization and faithful expression of the orientation of social development and the fundamental interests of
the people, therefore, it is the fundamental guarantee for the good performance of the people’ s
congress to insist on the Party’s leadership over the people’s congress and to hold on to the basic lines
of the Party.

The work of the people’s congress must be conducted by taking economic development as the
central task, only by doing this, is it possible to integrate the democratic legal system construction
with the economic and social development, to press ahead and guarantee the coordinated economic and
social development, to achieve harmony among reform, development and stability. Only by develop-
ing the economy, is it possible to lay solid material base for the construction of democratic legal sys-
tem. On the other hand, only by hardworking of the people’s congress, developing the economy and
strengthening the democratic legal system construction, is it possible to provide favorable legal condi-
tions for economic and social development.

The work of the people’s congress, in light of the important ideology of “Three Represent’s”,
must always represent the fundamental interests of the people, always pay attention to the concerns
and difficulties reported by the people. Only by doing this, can we hear their voices, reflect their will
and pool their wisdom, can we fulfill our duties in an all-round way. It will contribute to extensive
support and earnest implementation of the Party’s theory, line and program by the people.

The work of the people’s congress must attach great importance to the self-development. Only
by improving the quality of deputies to the people’s congress, members of standing committee and
government cadres, by strengthening the construction of organization system, ideological style and
working style, can the overall capability be brought into full play, can the duties endowed by the Con-

stitution and laws be conscientiously performed. Meanwhile, great efforts shall be made to provide
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necessary conditions for the work of the people’s congress, which is essential for further creating new
situations for the work of the local people’s congress.

For history, the past five years is only a short moment, however, for the newly-born provincial-
level municipality of Chongging, it is essential to lay solid foundations. During the five years, so
many works have been done one by one: 174 local codes and regulations have been formulated, 12 ma-
jor resolutions and decisio%'ls made, over 1,000 cadres appointed or removed, 31 law-related inspec-
tions and investigations conducted by the standing committee and special committee, the working as-
sessment and the cadres’ work report assessment carried out, the deputies’ work strengthened and
the democratic politics at grass-root level be pressed ahead. We believe, each session of the people’s
congress shall make new progress and innovation. With strenuous efforts of one session after another,
the construction of the socialist democratic legal system shall continue to improve, and Chongqing
Municipal People’s Congress and its standing committee shall make more contribution to the economic

and social development of Chongging.
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