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Part One Reading Comprehension

Unit 1 CHINA'S SPACECRAFT SHENZHOU Il
o B AT T

On January 10,2001, China's second Wta\l}unmanned space-
craft Shenzhou [ was successfully launched into space, a big step to-
wards achieving full m&whip for the country in the world’s ex’cilii_v_e
space club. The spacecraft returned safely to earth after'a seven-day mis-

[t bt
sion, and landed in Chind's northern region of Inner M&ggolia after cir-
cling the earth 108 times and carrying out a>series of extéﬁ:si\ve scientific
- . )
experiments. ‘ ’ *, )

The Shenzhou Il was launched from Jiuquan in northwestern China
aboard the latest ‘y_ersion of the Long Mé#rch ,rock}et. Also, it was the first
e A
time that China had carried out such a ldunch in the middle of winter in

L ; .
very low temperatures. The launch marked a new stage of China’s space
research and exploration, and would advance the devel’épme}ht of science
and technology as well as the national economy. )

The country's second test flight of an unmanned spacecraft indicates
that China had made fresh headway in the development of its manned
spaceflight technology and laid a solid foundation for the country to even-
tually conduct manned space flights in the coming years. At the same
time, it is reported that Chinas firSt generation of astronauts are current-
ly receiving intensive training. It is expected that China will conduct

1



more unmanned space flights before launching people into space.

A similar mission was carried out in November 1999 by Shenzhou

1, Chinas first unmanned spaceship, which circled the earth 14 times
before returning safely 21 hours later.
In 1999, China announced a four-step manned spaceflight plan,
with the aim of establishing a space station served by shuttle-style vehi-
sauttle
cles. China also planned to play a leading role in space exploration and
P
commerce by building mainly on a home-grown rocket and satellite pro-
gramme. It was also reported that China was set to make further break-

throughs in such fields as space flights and moon exploration.
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