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Abstract

Since 1989 drastic changes in Russia and Eastern Europe, Marxism had been in hard
times, however, when the neo-liberal globalization has been entered into crisis, the rise
of China, a socialist turn of the Latin American region, the worldwide anti-war move-
ment, the ecological movement, “A alternative globalization” Marxism is rejuvenating
again. 14July, 2005, Marx wins BBC In Our Time’s Greatest Philosopher vote. In
recent years, Marxism has gained more and more influences in academic and political
fields. The report will discuss below issues.

First, Marxists become more active in the academic and political areas. For exam-
ple, in France, Germany, United States, Britain, Cuba and other countries, they hold
big size Marxism conferences regularly. These activities not only expand the Marxist polit-
ical influence, but also provide conditions for communication and solidarity among Marx-
ists around the world.

Second, there are new insights on the issues of essences and significances of Marxism
in our epoch. Many scholars believe that the upheaval in Russia and Eastern Europe does
not mean the end of Marxism, on the contrary, it enable us to get better understanding of
Marxism. They believe, as long as the contradiction of capitalist globalization still exists,
as long as anti-capitalist struggle still continues, as a critical theory of capitalism and doc-
trine of human liberation, Marxism still has great vitality.

Third, there are new developments in the Marxist literatures and history. Recent
years, Marxists abroad not only research the classic texts of Marx himself, such as the
“German Ideology” ,  * Communist Manifesto” and “ Das Kapital” and * Grundrisse”
and other books, also are interested in Lenin’s works and Mao Zedong’s thought. In addi-
tion, western Marxists, for example, Lukacs, Gramsci, Althusser and the Second
International theorists are hottest issues of their researches. .

Fourth, there are many advances in the studies on capitalism, neo-liberalism and
imperialism. Those researches involve the labor patterns, economic essence, and class
structure of the new capitalism, the characteristics and internal contradictions of neo-lib-
eralism and new imperialism. These studies show that the Marxist theory is a vital tool in
understanding contemporary social life.

Fifth, theory and practice of socialism are becoming new hot spots.  Although
the neo-liberalism today still occupies the hegemonic position around the world, but

socialism as the ideal of human emancipation is still a possible way out of impasse of cap-



italist globalization. In the field of study, socialism with Chinese characteristics and

South America socialist revolution and its practices of social reform are paid to special

attention.
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