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Preface

Jacques Rogge

On 8 August, 2008, the Games of the XXIX Olympiad will open
and the people of Beijing and China will invite the citizens of the
world to come together to celebrate “One World, One Dream”. This
will be the first time that China l;as hosted the Games, and this
historic occasion will be a landmark in the rest of the world’ s
discovery of this wonderful country.

With the publication of its yearly report, the Beijing Olympic
Games Economical Research Committee has made an important contri—
bution to further understanding the organisation of the Olympic
Games, its complexity and its economy.

The Olympic Games are certainly the dream and fulfilment of
young athletes. However the I0C also strongly believes that Olympic
Games act as a vehicle and catalyst which leaves a lasting mark on
the city, host country and its people through their economic, urban,
social, cultural and historic influence. For example, in Athens the
2004 Olympic Games spurred the completion of infrastructure projects
that will serve the residents of Greece for years to come. Barcelona,
the host city for the 1992 Olympic Games, has become a major tourist
destination. The same is true for Sydney... as will be the case for
Beijing .

I am convinced that the 2008 Games will leave a unique legacy

to China and to sport. This greater exposure of China to the world



will undoubtedly help promote increased openness and understanding
over the coming years. These Games will provide an ideal opportunity
for China to continue its development of sport at all levels. As we saw
in Athens, Chinese athletes produced some truly outstanding
performances, not only in China’ s traditional sports of table tennis
and diving, but also in sports where there was perhaps less expectation,
like athletics and tennis. We look forward to witnessing this progress
continuing when the Games come to Beijing .

I would like to take this opportunity to extend my thanks to the
whole Beijing Olympic Organising Committee (BOCOG) staff, and in
particular its President, Liu Qi, for their ceaseless efforts and
outstanding work towards the 2008 Games, with the support of the
Chinese authorities and Chinese people. They continue to show their
commitment to hosting the Games which will not only be of a very
high quality, but will also be where the peoples of China and the
world will be enriched through cultural exchange, celebrating the
strength and power of the Olympic values such as excellence,
friendship and respect.

Let’ s now look forward to experiencing the unique celebration

that China and Beijing will stage for the world in 2008.
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