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Preface

Mao Zedong stressed the dictatorship of the proletariat and was afraid of nothing in his whole life. He swam in all the major rivers and lakes of China, but from start
to finish he held the Yellow River in awe and never dared to swim in it. The first time he travelled outside Beijing after assuming power was on January 10, 1952, to inspect
the Yellow River. He told his subordinates: “You can despise everything, but you cannot despise the Yellow River.” “Li Bai said, ‘The waters of the Yellow River comes from
heaven.’ | would very much like to ride a donkey to the heavens and see what the Yellow River is really all about, from its source all the way to where it enters the sea.”

The Yellow River is the most changing, mutable, inconstant, fickle-minded, fugitive, lapsable, dirty river in the world: One third of it is water, one third mud, and the other
third foam. It is just like Chinese history, its political movements, economic developments and cultural revolutions: always full of water, mud and foam. It is somehow a reflection of
both China and its people.

The Yellow River is the source of Chinese civilization, not only from its natural attributes but also from its cultural significance. The word “River” in Chinese
specifically refers to the Yellow River. The “Han Shu” venerates the Yellow River as the head of a hundred rivers. “The sources of China’s rivers number in the hundreds
and they all feed into four main rivers, but the Yellow River is the ancestor of them all.” Loess is easy to break apart and convenient for digging caves to live in. Itis rich
in minerals and highly fertile, suitable for planting the five types of cereal. We therefore say that Chinese are sons of the Yellow River.

I'm a little different from my compatriots. | was raised by others and am a “son of a multitude of rivers.” Since the Gulf War in 1990, | have swum in the two rivers the Tigris and the
Euphrates five times. My longest stay was five and a half months. Afterwards, | published “I Survived the Gulf War" and I Return to Baghdad,” which Saddam Hussein personally signed.
From December 1991 to December 1993 | was stationed in Egypt and after driving my big jeep along every inch of the fertile baf\;(s of the Nile River, | published “I Entered the Pyramids.”
In 2003, after driving through Pakistan, India, and Nepal alone and entering the Ganges River Valley in India, | published “New Pilgrimage to the West.” From 1996 to 1997, | drove
around the United States alone from the Grand Canyon to the Mississippi River and published “l Was a Farmer in America Having a Solo drive in USA”...

| have wandered as a lonely soul for many years, and the roar of my eight-cylinder engine has been foiled by the loneliness of hearing “the cries of apes at sunset
in distant lands.” “The vines are withered on the tree and a cold west wind blows over ancient roads”... | find | love the Yellow River that nurtured me more and more. |
| have longed to become a photographer with a historical orientation, sharing my impressions with others who also love the Yellow River.

i Birds that embark on long journeys can't be confined. Every feather glistens with the splendor of freedom. | am a swimming and wading bird, able to swim and good at
moving. “One can learn many things if he steps out his door, and moves without boundaries.” Life’s existence depends on thinking, and thinking takes on power with long journeys.

| wish to thank more than 200 of my friends who took part in “Tang Shizeng: Think of the Yellow River,” my teacher Mr. Ji for rendering the calligraphy for the title of
the book, and Chen Shaopeng,Chen Danging, Cai Wu, Yuan Chunging, Fang Weifeng and Lenovo the Shaanxi Government...

To Ashur for his seventh birthday, and for all children on their birthdays!

Tang Shizeng, Shichahai, Beijing May 4,2008
Epicenter, Wenchuan County, Sichuan Province, July 23, 2008
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Gulf of Qiankun, Yanchuan County, Shaanxi Province
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In 1990, | participated in the National Hoh Xil (a
yak preserve in western Tibet) Expedition Team and
entered the no-man's-land of northern Tibet. We climbed
the snow-capped Ge La Dan Dong Mountain, tracing
the origins of the Yellow River. Tibetan antelope and
donkeys yak, white-lipped deer.. were akt part of the
meals for us hungry travelers. ‘

| suddenly discovered that the true origins of the

Yellow Rwer are not at the summits of the world but in

every person s heart...

Tang Shizeng
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Gulf of Qiankun, Yanchuan County, Shaanxi Province
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2,500 years ago, the Yellow River was
the cradle of Chinese civilization, and also the
watershed of two kinds of ancient Chinese
civilizations. To the east of the Yellow River
was the region of orthodox Chinese civilization.
To the West was a newly emerging secondary
civilization. How could this loess area with
mountains and rivers give birth to the powerful
State of Qin? One cannot help but think of
Shang Yang and his government reforms. From
the beginning of Shang Yang’s reforms in the
Qin Dynasty Empire 2,500 years ago to Kang
You Wei and Liang Qichao’s political reform
at the end of the Qing Dynasty 100 years
ago, these people pushed history forward,
but how many people’s heads were cut off
in the process? On this land, Sima Qian,
who dared to speak bluntly and wrote history,
was castrated in punishment. Shang Yang,
who dared to reform the government from a
weak to a powerful entity was dismembered in
punishment. One's fate was worse than death
and one died in pieces. We should take a

deep breath and consider our history carefully.

Jiang Ping, Professor, Former President
of China University of Political Science and
Law, Member of the Standing Committee of the

National People’s Congress
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Cangjie Temple, Baishui County, Shaanxi Province
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Cang Jie was the inventor of the Chinese Han writing
system. In Baishui County of Shaanxi Province, there is a Cang
Jie Temple. Half a mile east of the Temple is a village called Wu
Zhuang where Cang Jie lived. In June 2001, the State Council
designated this a National heritage Conservation Units.

The earliest record of Cang Jie is in the works of Xunzi.
Cang Jie is also mentioned in LU Buwei’'s “Li’s Spring &
Autumn” and Han Fei's Book of “Han Feizi". He is praised for
having “two pupils in each of four eyes”. In Chinese history,
there are a total of three people praised for this attribute: they
are Yu Shun, Xiang Yu and Cang Jie. The chieftain Yu Shun was
“respectfully given” the power by the chieftain Tang Yao. Xiang
Yu is praised as “the Military Overlord”, and Cang Jie as the “Sage
of Civilization”.

At the end of the period of King Yan (the Lord of
Agriculture), the tribal stability was deteriorating and tribes
were rebelling against authority. King Huang, representing
Northern nomadic tribes, was far better skilled at the force of
arms than in the realm of agriculture. He cultivated social virtue
and raised an army, was able to master the five elements, was
skilled at growing the five main crops, appeased the people,
and established rules for the entire country. He also trained
animals to fight with King Yan in the wild lands of Ban Quan,
and defeated King Yan after only three battles. The defeated
King Yan retreated out of the Yellow River Valley and fled to the
South. The Chieftain Chi You did, not bend to the rule of King
Huang, and King{filuang fought and killed him in Zhuo Lu. From
then on, King Huang was respected by the tribal chieftains. He
was referred to as Xian Yuan, “the Son of God,” replacing the
“God of Agriculture.”

This piece of history is recorded by King Huang's official
historiographer, Cang Jie, who used only 28 words in his
account and from which he became the inventor of what we
now know as Chinese Han characters. Today, within Chinese
communities in Hong Kong, Macau, Taiwan and elsewhere
outside Mainland China the most popularly used keyboard code

for traditional characters remains “Cang Jie”.

Tang Qin, Scholar, China Social Science Academy
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Bell Tower, Xi'an, Shaanxi Province
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Ancient and modern are always in contradiction. Ancient things are often seen as backward, and modern things emerge constantly, covering up the
ancient, layer upon layer. People need the modern, and constructing modernized metropolises is the development goal of every city. People need the ancient
because not only is this the inevitable choice of domestic and foreign tourists, but also because it is symbolic of a city’s culture.

The old city wall and the Clock Tower are all so comfortable and familiar. Modern city buildings, modern transportation, modern neon lights...

The intermingling of the ancient and the modern produces contradictions. McDonald’s in front of ancient cities and bustling traffic dilute the old, and the old

never recovers. Yet, no one can change this reality. We can only feel it and enjoy being lost between the modern and the ancient.

Gao Min, World Diving Champion
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Road, Yanchuan County, Shaanxi Province
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Although farmers nationwide praise the “agricultural tax exemption”, farmers in northern Shaanxi think “building
roads” is better than “tax exemption”. Building roads enables those who have been farmers in northern Shaanxi from
time immemorial to leave the steep loess slopes for the first time, allows the importation of science, the export of
products, the improvement of people’s lives, and the first taste of a beautiful modern life. The Shaanxi Expressway is

presently over 2,000 kilometers in length at the head of the Northwest China.

Wang Junyi, Driver,Shaanxi Provincial Tourism Bureau
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Actually, during thousands of years of Chinese history, there are only

two people: a woman and a man.

Qiao Liang, Author of “Unrestricted Warfare” ,

Major General, Professor of China Air Force Academy
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Matrilineal Society Museum of Banpo, Xi'an City, Shaanxi Province
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Laozi was China’s naturalist philosopher
during ancient times. His immortal work, the
“Dao De Jing” which is also called “Laozi"
is a philosophical poem hammered out with
profound meaning. This mystical book that has
been commended as the “king of ten thousand
classics” is like a bright jewel at the pinnacle of
a pagoda shining on China's ancient culture.

The concept of harmony is consistent
in the “Dao De Jing” and other traditional
Chinese classics, and is the foundational idea
of China Taoism. There must be harmony
between yin and yang in heaven and earth for
there to be sweet dew and for all living things
to be moistened. Historically, whatever society
conforms to the natural order of development,
its people live and work in contentment, the
nation enjoys favorable weather for crops, and

peace and prosperity reign.

Ren Farong, Chairman of the China

Taoism Association, Dean of Louguantai
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