Ny e e e S

i

~




A

e

i
i
L

il

.

i
i

e
A Mf»?w
Rl

.
. @;
.
.




EARTE b 1
TH Bhai

CRAIT S
BRI Absti e s EWNIIBE)
JESLHIAE LA R [ =k i
B . ERR I R A [ =kt b
PV S ALY/ SN TR 2
WL AR N A b W e A T
] o (A Be ANEECNLEY/i
P A RARCA L/

WEREERE . Bl

EHERSE (CIP) #iiE
WAL/ i EB i e g . —Ab st dbseael bR EE,
2008.7

ISBN 978-7-5402-2021-1

LK L L KTifss—sofb e v K295
R RRAS [ 451 CIPRE % 5 (2008) 451072762

KAT 3

W H EAE

wiEwE: R Hi

PR THEE

PR T 5%

AR AT Abstael) ket

e hk: AR E BB AR R 53

M 4. 100054

FLIGIE L. 86— 10—83531806 (% 47#k)
86— 10—65240430 (fagn=)

B A M),

il AbsUHE B R G ENRIA FR 2w

: 965 x635mm  1/8

: 2200 PE SOT-<¢

k. 28

En . 001 — 1500/}

Iz Bl 200847 H 55 1hi

B R 20084E7 AL TS 1/ EN

£ Hr: 398.005¢

R
=

WA A Rl 7

P9
L& A 1

il & S % IR
LR % LT
it

ISBN 978-7-5402-2021-1

9'78

7540"220211">



e
v 23
¥

T
-~
V. .

L ¥




A
i
e

i . ‘
l‘\\)@i\\\w\f\‘ u\\\s% o

&
il

B
0
o0

. ?%%%

&A

-

AN
b

i
-
Qo




a7
e




7y -

3

fer e
s 38







»z f”‘* e

i
i

by
5% Sl




Foreword

If you have a bird view of the Asian continent, you will notice a magnificent line drawn by nature from
Qinghai-Tibet Plateau to the Pacific Ocean. That is the third longest river in the world—the Yangtze
River of China.

If you can transcend time and space to see the Homo Habilis Wushanensis (2, 040, 000 years ago) ,
Homo Erectus Jianshiensis (2, 000, 000 years ago) , Yuanmouensis (1, 700, 000 years ago) , and
Yunxianensis (1, 000, 000 years ago) , you will understand that the torrential Yangtze River is the cradle
of eastern human beings. Today, she is still the great river that nurtures the largest population in the world.
If you can cross half of the globe, you will find that just like the Tigris and Euphrates River, the Indus-
Ganges River, the Nile River and the Yellow River, the Yangtze River is also part of the world civilization.

The civilizations of the Yangtze and the Yellow River influence, promote, complement and interact with
each other. As parts of an integrated Chinese civilization, both of them have been bringing it to a higher

level incessantly.

Though the research and representation of the Yangtze River civilization are not as comprehensive and

abundant as those of the Yellow River civilization, the two great rivers are equally important to China:

1. As a great river with a long history, the Yangtze River represents the highest level of rice-farming in

China and the development of civilizations in Chinese southern regions.

2. The Yangtze River civilization is an indispensable part of Chinese civilization. It is complementary to the
Yellow River in geographical position, culture and people’s lifestyle. The Yellow River locates in the north.
It is the embodiment of mainstream, political power and reality. However the beautiful green Yangtze River
is in the south. It is mysterious and endowed with humanism and romance. The people along the Yellow
River ride horses, carriages and cultivate dry-land crops extensively, while the people along the Yangtze

River use boats as their transportation vehicles and farm the paddies intensively.

3. The adjacency of the Yangtze River civilization to the Pacific Ocean makes it expose itself more to new
changes from outside. The geographical position gives the regions along the Yangtze River advantages to

grasp the chance of development in several southward transfers of economic center in history.

China Three Gorges Museum Chongging and the Capital Museum work together with other 13 museums
along the Yangtze River to present this exhibition as a precious gift to the Beijing Olympic Games. This
is the first exhibition on the Yangtze River civilization held by Chinese museums. The trans-region
cooperation of these museums will promote great river civilization study, let the people understand more

about it and advance the collaboration and communication of Chinese museums.

Capital Museum, China
China Three Gorges Museum Chongging
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