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Unit 1 Ways of Learning

Text A Learning Chinese-style

% Proverb
—When in Rome, do as the Romans do. A % BEAR
— Life is half spent before we know what it is. A&, A,
—Actions speak louder than words. B 3CHE FHERE,
—Good for good is natural, good for evil is manly.
AR W 3, IR At 5,
% Everyday English
Carl: Lunchtime! Let’s grab a bite to eat.
PARET IR PEATTHR AR AR 0EAE
John: I'm ready! REZLERE LT
Frank: I had a big breakfast, so I think I'1l skip lunch today.
RIZ T — B RE, FURITEEFRT,
Mira: Not me! I always eat three square meals a day. Where are we going
to eat? WAIATT! RERGRZWEIFHL, RITEEE?
Carl: Let’s go out for Mesxican food . "E{] =1z BB VG BF 4RI,
% Case Study
An Unwanted Food Service

During a lunch buffet at a conference in China, Fa Wu, the interpreter
of the conference, sat with four foreign participants. They were having a
good time talking. When Fa Wu stood up for more food, she asked whether
she could bring anything back for them.

Everyone thanked her and said “no”. A while later, Fa Wu came back
with a plate full of food, and asked whether the others would like to have
something from her plate.



Again, the four others said, “No”.

“Oh, please take something. I can’t eat this much food myself.”

The foreigners shrugged and one or two of them even frowned a little.
Chinese Perspective

Fa Wu was trying to be helpful at the buffet. Even though a buffet
means that everyone could pick his/her own food, she felt that she should
take care of the foreign participants. Because they did not speak any Chi-
nese, she felt that they needed a little extra help. Chinese often say “no”
when people offer them something, just to be polite, thus Fa Wu didn’t re-
ally take the rejection to her first offer to help seriously. She thought that
bringing more food back to the table might be a good way to help.
North American Perspective

While a foreigner will usually appreciate extra help when trying to func-
tion in China because of their usual lack of familiarity with any Chinese lan-
guage, this nomally does not extend to something as simple as walking
through a buffet. North Americans are familiar with buffets, and one of the
rules they are taught is not to take more than they can eat. Fa Wu'’s effort at
kindness, which she couched in the terms, “I can’t eat this much food my-
self”, came across as being silly and greedy. If she could not eat as much as
she took, why did she take it?

North Americans will sometimes say “no” to be polite, too. It can be
difficult to know if someone is just being polite, or if they truly mean “no”.
However, in the case of a buffet, where one can easily help oneself, “no”

should be taken to be “no” .

% The Song and the Theme of This Unit

The song “Teach Your Children” suggests that it is usually difficult for
children to understand their parents completely, because they are at different
stages of life, and they have different experiences and views of life. Howev-
er, it is still rewarding for children to share their dreams for a better life with
their parents, so that they can improve their mutual understanding and
strengthen the bond which ties them together. Parents would feel their love
for their children retuned and they can give them advice and help them tum
their dreams into reality. Of course if children don’t want any interference,
they can keep their dreams to themselves.

2



This song also reflects the theme of this unit, ways of learning, which
not only refers to how people learn but also how people teach. Teaching is
not a one-way street. It is an interactive intercourse, which means the one
who is teaching is taught at the same time. But people usually think that
people who know more, for example, parents and teachers, teach, while
children, especially students, learn. But this kind of one-way learning/
teaching has proven to be inefficient, as teachers who are not ready to leam
cannot teach well, while students who do not teach their teachers about their
own levels or interests cannot leam efficiently. In short, teaching and learn-
ing take place at the same time.

% Warm-up Questions
~—Describe how your parents taught you, when you were a small kid, some
of the simple things in life, such as the proper ways of using chopsticks,
peeling an apple, setting the alarm clock, and making a kite/model
plane, etc. What do you think of their methods of teaching? Did you
learn fast? Did your parents care much about your success of learning
things?
(Hints: patience; encourage; clumsy; fail; effective; perfect; in retro-
spect 5 incomplete understanding ; lack of initial success ; parental duties ;
accomplish the task ; holding one’ s hand ; skill ; achievemenis , etc.)
—When facing a problem, do you prefer to solve it on your own, or rely on
experienced people to give a direct answer? Give reasons and examples.
(Hints: (in)dependently, profound thinking; gain experience; safe; re-
liable; explore ; solve a problem effectively by oneself/on one’ s own; self-
reliance ; creativity ; Jigure out ; assist; creative solutions ; come to one’ s
rescue’; frustrated ; desirable outcome, etc.)
% Word Study
elementary adj. (D basic Z£4<¥ ; 2 82 10
[#] 4J] He considered the steps the most elementary.
A IX S B BB ST,
It’s the elementary knowledge for a citizen.
XRER—BARMEAZHA,
The book meant for the beginner is rather elementary .
A AVIFE T BB LR,
@ relating to the early stage of study or education FFRHfK], %4



(# Al

(# M)

[ 17 7]
[ 3]
[FIARiE ]

This book contains a series of elementary exercises for
learners.
XA LI FHRUT — RIVERMGIE,
She completed her elementary education in 1983.
A 1983 ESER/NEF L
elementary school ( = primary school) /N3
the elementary rules of social conduct AT RREASE
basic; essential; fundamental; introductory; initial; primary
advanced adj . Ei
element n. T ; HR; BR; B

attach v. (D to fasten, join or connect; to place or fix in position | R

€41 N L= BT o

(# )
(% A1)

(& XA]

attach sth. to sth. else

I attached a photo to my application form.
RILWH R HFER L,

Use this cable to attach the printer to the computer.
PRSI ITITENYLAR BB b

In Britain, packets of cigarettes come with a government
health waming attached to them.

EXRE, FRE LA BUN S TRERES,

detach v . 53 7F , 05

@ to join for a limit period of time SRS KM T

(# mcl

(51 4]

[RAEA]

4

attach oneself to

attach importance/significance/value to sth. I\ - FH

B/ EERX/ME

Being on his own, he attached himself to a noisy group at

the bar. i B — AR, 11825 00 B g A AR+ o

A young man attached himself to me at the party and I

couldn’t get rid of him.

B b — /MR BT R, BEEAE,

I don’ t attach any importance/ significance to these rumors.

BINAXER T BAEME L.

She attaches great value to being financially independent.

NN ZGF LM REE,

attachment n. [UIMJ& ; E#; Kils; [C] BHF; (U] %
%, B0



attached adj . $P & H) ; K71
attachable adj . (BCF% ) AT (4 k)AL
attendant n.(D [C] someone whose job is to be in a place and help visitors
or customers AR %55 ; ¥ERr 51 5 JE A
[#] 4J] A flight attendant is a person who serves passengers on an
aircraft. FHLAR 57 AR CHL L NIRE RS AL
The parking-lot attendant signaled the car to stop by raising
his hand. FEGEERBEFRERERFT,
@ [C] someone whose job is to travel or live with an important person and
help them M, BEM ; BE¥3 ; HEHEH)
[# 4] The prince was followed by his attendants.
FEF /R BRE M JLEEM .
Hatred is often an attendant of jealousy.
MR BB B4,
(FMRIA]  attend v. R ; BEOBE W07 BB b BRI S )
attendance n. % (A0 ; ZIOKE) ; BB
vigorous adj.(D very forceful or energetic ¥ /1 7 0 ; ZEWETE S1 iy B
Wiy
[# /] He keeps himself vigorous by taking exercises.
fthE B RLE B O REFFEM AR H1 o
As a tennis player, he is vigorous rather than skilful.
ERA—FIRTF  MBH TEHEHBZEAR,
[# PBC] a vigorous campaign against tax fraud
BUR AT IR B 32 30
a vigorous opponent/supporter of the government
BUF M R & /R L E
@ healthy and strong 384 189 ; F§ 1 19
[#] 4] There has been vigorous opposition to the proposals for a new
road. fEEHTHR IR IGH BRI 5
Cutting the bush back in the autumn will help promote vigor-
ous growth in the spring. BkZ=AE BT K F| TR B H
KHER,
[FMRA]  vigo(w)r n.[U] K1 ;78575 F3h
not in the least not in any way — ;5 JLth R
[ 4] “Are you dissatisfied with the results?” “Not in the least.”
SR GREAE G — H LR,

5



(¥~ &)

He was not in the least angry with me.

fli— R IILBEEERHS,

the least bit = in the least 2% ;— & JL

the least sb. can do 3= A Z /R ZMHE

to say the least (of it) Z/A] LI GRFIHBRARHIFZ
=)

last but not least B/ AHIFIEBRAEEN(FHYE
BEZE)

find one’s way to arrive at; to reach a destination naturally #EA ; FLA ; i

(51 4]

(v- E]

Bo1p- ESIE7N

Rivers find their way to the sea. VLV A K%,
They found their way to the cheaper seats.
AR TR EE M BN

His words and looks found their way to her heart.
ThE B A RAREN ARG H .

all the way SE4H; R PT BB ; B 1R B4 M

by way of I BUE; AT - B E A

give way to AH; Bl ik

have a/the way with 3 T Fl-- A4k ; # T 4L B
in no way A ; — AR

make one’s way [ BUE ; RifiE

make way for 1ER§; 1E07 ; 3R B 25 (R

be under way BT # ; TEHATH

initial adj . of or at the beginning FF &4 , BT

(% 4]

(R .%i7]]

My initial surprise was soon replaced by delight.

RARR A BRI R E .

Initial reports say that seven people have died, though this
has not yet been confirmed.

BYIIRER B A B AT, B M REEHESEL,
My initial action was one of great shock.

BRI IR SRR R R

original

n. the first letter of a name, especially when used to represent a name B

&, (L) a8y T8

(5 4]

6

He wrote his initials, P.M.R., at the bottom of the page.
MERE T HE T Tk ME 8. P.M.R.,



They carved their initials into a tree.
AT TN EFHEFRRETH L.
initiate v. Q4R ; i ; - E

initiative n. F 3P ; BEBGL ; BUR M

assist v .to help #F B, i)

[FIARiA ]
(# Rl
(51 4]
(R
(5 A

assist sb. in/with sth.  assist sb. in doing sth.

assist sb. to do sth.

The army arrived to assist the officials in the search.
TR, R BB E i,

You will be expected to assist the editor with the selection of
illustrations for the book.

YRRYIE S 2 U B it B BUGE

He assisted his father in building the house.
LR T

Good glasses will assist you to read.
FHIREXHRE BH R,

assistance n.#5 B, BBl

assistant n. B F; BiH odj. BYERM

The company needs more financial assistance from the Gov-
emment. > 7] 75 BB BN E LS,

My assistant will now demonstrate the machine in action.

AR B TR BRI B RIS

[ i) aid
insert v.(D to put something inside something else 3 A ; #% A
[# 4]] Please insert the key in/into the lock . T BT RLAH A8k .

He iuserted another cigarette into a cloisonné holder.

K 53— SB RE A SR B ) AR

@ to add something, especially words, to something else 3 (15%) ; IR 5 ;

7
(%] 4]

[ R X7 ]
(VR4 1]

In the pause he managed to insert a question.

R AHEE R T — N8,

I’ ve filled in the form, but you still need to insert your
name and date of birth.

KEHT RS, BREHE R LR A B,
add

insertion nﬁiA,ﬁA(%)



[#] 4J] The insertion of one word can change the meaning of a whole
sentence. NHE—/MAE] KIS R AR
somewhat adv . slightly; to some degree; a little L, M
[#] 4] She’s somewhat more confident than she used to be.
Wbt R B 5T 8,
We were somewhat tired after our long journey.
KBRGTZERITAERLRT .
What happened to them remains somewhat of a mystery.
IR T H 4%, BIMET R #.
await ».to wait for, or be waiting for something Bzt
[#] /)] He’s anxiously awaiting his test results.
fth IE 48 St S RF AL R
A marvelous reception awaited me on my first day at work.
THEE—RRF A — PR AESEE R,
Many surprises awaited him. {4 B2 BIR L B,
occasion n .(D a particular time, especially when something happens A
Y&
[#] 4J] There are occasions when you must not refuse.
A B RARIELR.
[#8 W] on...occasion(s)/on the occasion of 7E -+ B /&
on occasion(s) 7 B ; [B] 5%,
on this/that occasion X /FABIK
as/when occasion requires/demands 7E 5B B}
[#] 4] We met on several occasions to discuss the issue.
BTSSR ER T4
He was presented with the watch on the occasion of his re-
tirement . f7E IR AREF R IX TR
He has been known on occasion to lose his temper.
KEEHE AN SRS,
I seem to remember that on that occasion he was with his
wife. RIFBICFIRABRMEFE FE
@ a special or formal event T K (ERFF9R) 163 B s
[# 4J] Sara’s birthday party was quite an occasion—there were
over a hundred people there. YWHLHI4E H B &2 — KA
LR RS IREEXT 1002 A,

The coronation of a new king is, of course, a historic occa-




