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Preface

The Dunhuang manuscripts have been excavated over one hundred year,
and attracted much attention from scholars around the world. As a result, quite
a few numbers of research books have been published concentrated on Dunhuang
studies.

In summer of 1983, during the first symposium on Hetuvidya studies that
was held in Dunhuang, I had an opportunity to visit Mogao Grotto, and was
present at the cave where manuscripts were once hidden. At that time, I had
just acquired knowledge on Heduvidya, and did not even know there existed
Hetuvidya texts among Dunhuang manuscripts. Time flied by and I later ob-
tained a photocopy of two kinds of Heduvidya manuscripts written by venerable
master Jingyan. However, I then was occupied by writing a book on History of
Chinese Buddhist Logic. It was a pity that I did not have extra time to read these
texts until a few years later. Beyond my expectation, as I began the project, I
found out that the scrolls were too fragmented with cursive script to recognize,
which caused much difficulty for me to continue the project. Nevertheless, I de-
cided to face the challenge in order to accomplish the task I had chosen from be-
ginning with. [ had spent two years to read, punctuate and emend the text with
commentary. Upon completion, I presented my work to the abbot of Zhanran
temple in south Taiwan, whose name is Shuiyue, for him to correct. Soon after-
wards, [ received his letter telling me that there was a book written by Japanese
scholar , Takemura Shoho, entitled Hetuvidya Study: its origin and development,
in which the author had already studied Jingyan’s manusecripts with commentary.
Along with his letter, he sent me the photocopy of the concerned chapter in the
book. Latter, my dear friend Takashi Fujimoto ( professor emeritus of Tokyo

University) was kindly enough to send me the whole copy of the book. Upen
.1
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reading the whole book, I felt ashamed as well as relieved. What I was ashamed
of was that I was too ignorant to know that the author had commented on the text
years ago in 1986. What I felt relieved was that his commentary and mine could
be complementary to each other. My commentary was later published by Huabao
Zhai publishing house with traditional threat binding style ( total number of two
thousand books) in September, 2002.

Starting from there, I desired to study comprehensively the Hetuvidya scrip-
tures among Dunhuang manuscripts and to choose some of them to do detailed
analyses. The project took me five years to finish which renders the present form
of the book. I hope that this book can be of beneficial to the Dunhuang study.

The publication of this book owes many thanks to the great support from the
head of the Shanghai Research Group of Chinese Classics, professor Wang Yuan-
hua, the propriety of Shanghai Chinese Classics Publishing House, Mr. Wang
Xingkang, and the director of the compilation office of the Dunhuang Western
Region, Mr. Fu Xianzhan.

Shen, Jianying
Mid Autumn Festival, 2007

When this book is about to turn over the printing company, Mr. Wang
Yuanhua,the leading contemporary scholar, departed from the world forever. I
am greatly saddened by this news. However, I am relieved to know that his
scholastic thought will certainly last forever. 1 am grateful to him for his generos-
ity of giving me over ten books of his in the past. Mr. Wang paid much attention
during my writing of this book. Upon the completion of my work, I was fortunate
enough and was deeply touched that Mr. Wang made a telephone call for me to
arrange the publication of this book. I cannot express my grief except to present
my book in commemoration of him.

Shen, Jianying
10™ of May, 2008
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