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Introduction

When Louis Owens began his well-known Other Destinies
Understanding  the American Indian Novel, he challenged the
conventional notion of an ethnic identity by asking “What is an Indian?
Must one be one-sixteenth Osage, one-eighth Cherokee, one-quarter
Blackfoot, or full-blood Sioux to be an Indian?” (3) For most mixed-
blood Native Americans, the issue of identity dwells in their minds and
gnaws at their hearts, and this is fully exemplified by the motif of
contemporary Native American literatures. Owens sharply states, “ The
recovering or rearticulation of an identity, a process dependent upon a
rediscovered sense of place as well as community . . . is at the center of
American Indian fiction” (5).

Native American authors’ deep concerns for the identity issue
reveal the fact that after five hundred years of colonization, Native
Americans remain marginal, or even worse. Just as Ralph Ellison vividly
portrays in his The Invisible Man that despite his various efforts, the
nameless protagonist fails to locate himself in the modern society, Native
Americans as one of the four major ethnic groups face the same
predicament as their black counterparts. As for Native American women ,
Paula Gunn Allen asserts, “[ they ] must contend with yet a third fact,
one more difficult to notice or to tell about: if in the public and private
mind of American Indians as a group are invisible in America, then
Indian women are non-existent” ( The Sacred Hoop 9). Allen’s statement
shows the tough conditions that Native American women confront, and
they, however, never yield to that reality. They survived the bloody

massacres in the times of conflict, and they survived the forced
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