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Abstract

This dissertation is the research of the conduct and poetic creation of
Wu Weiye.

Wu Weiye, Qian Qianyi and Gong Dingzi were called “the three
most outstanding poets in the South” in the early Qing Dynasty. Being
good at the creation of poems with seven words, Wu set up a unique artis-
tic style which was named “Meicun Style”. From early Chongzhen peri- -
od, Wu Weiye entered the official career and was deeply involved in the
political struggle at the imperial government. He experienced ups and
downs and had been waiting for the chance to display his ability to help
the needy and relieve the distressed, but the destruction of Ming Dynasty
caused the interruption of his effort. At the beginning of Qing Dynasty,
Wu Weiye lived in seclusion at home, focusing on literary creation. He
was in charge of the Literary Society in the South, having close contact
with some old adherents of the past dynasty and the officials of the new
dynasty. At the ninth year of Shunzhi period, Wu Weiye was recommend-
ed by some officials of the local and central governments, and entered the
official career in Qing Dynasty. His final position was the head of the na-
tional department of education. But the struggle between Mans and Hans
in the imperial government ruined his political fortune. His supporters
were punished one after another, and he had to ask for leave to go back to
his ancestral home where he lived to death.

Due to the background of Qing Dynasty replacing Ming Dynasty, the

complicate contradictions between nationalities and the fierce political
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struggle, Wu Weiye failed to display his political ambitions, but his liter-
ary creation yielded unusually brilliant results. At first, learning from Du
Fu, Wu Weiye s poems had political colour; at the end of Chongzhen
period, learning from folksongs in Qi and Liang Kingdoms, he created
some beautiful loving poems . At the beginning of Qing Dynasty , his poet -
ic style was changed due to his worriedness and indignation caused by the
destruction of Ming Dynasty and the fact of the people’s destitution and
homelessness. On the one hand, he succeeded Du Fu’s literary tradition
of saving history with poems by widely touching upon the social lives, and
on the other hand, he tried to reflect the immense social changes of his
times by showing his individual life experience in the poems. “Meicun
Style”, which was established by Wu Weiye, borrowed the rhyme scheme
features of the Qi — Liang Style of poems with seven words, leamed the
narrative means which had been used by Yuan Zhen and Bai Juyi, de-
seribed current events in exceedingly touching sorrow, and exerted an in-
fluence upon poetic creations of his times and later generations.

The two parts of this dissertation respectively expounded the conduct
and poetic creation of Wu Weiye. The narration about his conduct traced
the mainline of the political party struggle in Ming and Qing Dynasties in
which Wu Weiye was involved. The author tried to clarify some puzzles
and misunderstandings about Wu Weiye’s life and profoundly analyse his
real attitude. The author intended to reflect the evolution of the social and
literati atmosphere during the transforming period of Ming and Qing Dy~
nasties by the case study of Wu Weiye, and reveal the stimulation and ef-
fects to the literati’s attitudes by the political struggle, contradictions be-
tween nationalities and the jostling among parties under different time
backgrounds. The narration about Wu Weiye’s creation traced the main-
line of the formation of the “Meicun Style”. The author analysed the ideo-

logical and emotional connotation, the expressive techniques, and the re-



#® X R E 5

source and embodiment of the aesthetic characteristics in Wu’'s poems. In
the concrete analyses of Wu's poems, the author tried to probe into the
poet’s creative attitude to interpret his original creative meaning.

After Yuan and Ming Dynasties, China came to the last period of the
autocratic society. With the further worsening of the chronic social ill-
ness, the traditional moral norms and literati’ s attitudes varied corre-
spondingly. This is a phenomenon worth careful studying. After the Mans
established Qing Dynasty, the collapsing process of the autocratic society
was prevented, and the developing pace of China history stopped and even
went backwards. It is worthy to us to think how this phenomenon hap-
pened and what functions the literati displayed during the process. The
author’ s analysis about Wu Weiye is only a concrete and small link, the
valuable research needs further efforts.
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