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FOREWORD

Chinese history is filled with many interesting
anecdotes of wise people reputed for their
resourcefulness as statesman and military
strategist, magistrate and trader, as well as in
everyday life. These stories, accumulated over
several thousands of years, make up a veritable
goldmine of ideas which people can learn from
and apply. The Chinese culture of wisdom has
shaped the Chinese character and people’s
attitudes in conduct in everyday life. For
example, the Confucian wisdom represented
by Kong Zi or Confucius, a philosopher and
educator who lived from 551 to 479 BC, is
the most profound of this wisdom culture, for
it is expressed as teachings of benevolence
and goals for conquering and winning over

people’s hearts by dint of one’s virtue; the



Taoist wisdom represented by Lao Zi and
Zhuang Zi, thinkers active during the late
Spring and Autumn Period (770-476 BC), is
the most clever of wisdom culture, for it goes
by such strategies as overcoming hardness with
softness, feigning folly and governing by doing
nothing, and stands for love and forbearance
as the attitude toward life. At times opposed to
each other and then mutually complementary,
the two great schools of thought of
Confucianism and Taoism began to dominate
Chinese society from very early days, and have
long influenced people’s thinking and behavior,

if at times imperceptibly.
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