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CONTEXT

K. Rowling began her career in the early 1990s,
writing on restaurant napkins and drinking cups of
espresso while her newborn baby daughter, Jessica,
slept soundly at her side. Recently divorced and liv-
ing on welfare, Rowling could not afford to properly heat her
small apartment, nor could she buy a word processor, so she in-
stead spent her days in cafes and wrote nearly all of her first
novel by hand. The result of Rowling’s work, Harry Potter and
the Sorcerer’s Stone (Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone
in the UK), was passed over by dozens of publishers, who each
believed it to be too long, too complex, and far too slow.
Eventually, in 1996, British publisher Bloomsbury Press
bought the book, and Rowling’s career exploded almost
overnight. Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone set record
sales, made literary history, and changed the way children read
forever. Quickly, Rowling began gathering prestigious awards.
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone was eventually named
Children’s Book of the Year at the 1997 British Book
Awards, and in 1998 the book was pronounced Best Book of
the Year by both Parenting magazine and the New York Pub-
lic Library and deemed one of the best books of 1998 by
Publishers Weekly, School Library Journal, and Booklist.
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows is the seventh and
final installment in the series. Released on July 21, 2007, the
book sold eleven million copies in the U.S. and UK on its first
day of sales, breaking the previous record of nine million,
which had been held by the sixth book in the series, Harry
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* HARRY POTTER AND THE DEATHLY HALLOWS

Potter and the Half - blood Prince. Across the globe, fans of
the series turned out at midnight to attend bookselling parties,
many of them dressed as their favorite characters, all wanting
to be part of what was clearly a historic event in book pub-
lishing history. To date, the books in the series have sold 325
million copies and been translated into sixty-five languages.
With an estimated fortune of more than $1 billion, J. K. Rowl-
ing is now one of the richest women in Britain and the most
financially successful author of all time.

Still, Rowling has had to contend with considerable back-
lash, particularly from Christian groups who believe the series
pagan imagery is dangerous to their children. Since 1999, the
Harry Potter books have sat atop the American Library Asso-
ciation’s list of most protested books, with some American
churches banning the books altogether. The moral ambiguity
of the series there is good magic and Dark magic, but it is of-
ten unclear who is responsible for what, and characters intro-
duced as good are often later revealed to be evil is the cause
of great controversy among parents and school and religious
officials. Rowling has cited her inspiration for the series as the
idea that we could have a child who escapes from the confines
of the adult world and goes somewhere where he has power,
both literally and metaphorically. Consequently, many of the
book supporters argue that the idea of a child controlling his
own destiny, making profound choices, and learning to control
his environment is what frightens parents, and it is not neces-
sarily the occult implications that have led to the book contro-
versial reception. Regardless, the Harry Potter books have been
licensed for a series of successful Warner Brothers films, the
first five of which have already earned spots on the list of the

4
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CONTEXT

* HARRY POTTER AND THE DEATHLY HALLOWS

twenty highest grossing-films of all time. In March 2001,
Rowling received an OBE(Order of the British Empire )medal
of achievement from Queen Elizabeth II of England. She mar-
ried her second husband, Dr. Neil Murray, later that same
year. Rowling immense success has guaranteed her a secure
spot in the literary canon. ¥
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PLOT OVERVIEW

t Malfoy Manor, Snape tells Voldemort the

date that Harry’s friends are planning to move

him from the house on Privet Drive to a new

safe location, so that Voldemort can capture
Harry en route.

As Harry packs to leave Privet Drive, he reads two obituar-
ies for Dumbledore, both of which make him think that he didn’t
know Dumbledore as well as he should have. Downstairs, he bids
good-bye to the Dursleys for the final time, as the threat of
Voldemort forces them to go into hiding themselves.

The Order of the Phoenix, led by Alastor “Mad-Eye”
Moody, arrives to take Harry to his new home at the Weasley's
house, the Burrow. Six of Harry’s friends take Polyjuice Po-
tion to disguise themselves as Harry and act as decoys, and
they all fly off in different directions. The Death Eaters, alert-
ed to their departure by Snape, attack Harry and his friends.
Voldemort chases Harry down, but Harry’s wand fends
Voldemort off, seemingly without Harry’s help.

Harry arrives at the Burrow, and when his friends get
there, he learns that Moody has been killed and George
Weasley maimed in the chase. Harry begins to have visions in
which he sees what Voldemort is doing through Voldemort’s
eyes, and witnesses Voldemort interrogating a wand maker,
trying to find out how to defeat Harry.

Harry, Ron, and Hermione assemble the books and tools
necessary to embark on the quest that Dumbledore left them:
to find and destroy the Horcruxes into which Voldemort
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* HARRY POTTER AND THE DEATHLY HALLOWS

placed fragments of his soul, making himself immortal as long
as the objects survive. Rufus Scrimgeour, the Minister of
Magic, delivers to them the items Dumbledore left them in his
will. Harry is left the Snitch he caught in his first Quidditch
match, as well as the Sword of Gryffindor, which Scrimgeour
does not give him, claiming it did not belong to Dumbledore.
Ron is left a device called a Deluminator that turns lights off,
and Hermione is left a book of wizard fairy tales. None of
them have any idea what the items mean.

The Weasleys host the wedding of their son Bill to Fleur
Delacour. At the reception, Harry hears Ron’s Aunt Muriel
telling terrible rumors about Dumbledore: that his sister was a
Squib (a non-magical person born to wizard parents) kept pris-
oner by her family, and that Dumbledore had dabbled in the
Dark Arts as a young man. The wedding is interrupted by
Death Eaters, as Voldemort has taken over the Ministry of
Magic and is now in charge of the wizarding world.

Harry, Ron, and Hermione Disapparate (i.e., teleport) to a
busy street in London, where they are soon attacked by Death
Eaters. They find safe haven in the enchanted house left to
Harry by Sirius Black, Number Twelve Grimmauld Place.
There, they discover the significance of the letters R.AB. In the
previous book, Harry Potter and the Half- Blood Prince, Harry
and Dumbledore had undergone trials to find a locket that
Voldemort had made into a Horcrux, but at the end they found
that the locket had been stolen, with a fake locket and note left
behind, signed R.A.B. Now, they see that the initials belong to
Sirius’s dead younger brother, Regulus Arcturus Black, who

10
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* HARRY POTTER AND THE DEATHLY HALLOWS

had been one of Voldemort’s followers. They remember that
they have seen a locket in the house that is now gone.

Harry and his friends summon Kreacher, the house-elf
who came with the house. Kreacher explains that Voldemort
had used him to test the magical defenses guarding the locket,
having borrowed him from Regulus. Afterward, Regulus had a
change of heart about serving Voldemort, and Kreacher had
helped him to steal the locket and leave the fake one in its
place. The real locket had been in Kreacher’'s possession for
many years, but was recently stolen by Mundungus Fletcher.
Harry orders Kreacher to find Mundungus and bring him back.

Kreacher returns later with Mundungus, who reveals that
the locket was confiscated from him by Dolores Umbridge, a
senior official at the Ministry of Magic. Ron, Harry, and
Hermione disguise themselves as Ministry employees and
sneak into the Ministry, stealing the locket from Umbridge,
while witnessing the Ministry’s efforts to persecute wizards
who don’t come from pureblood wizard families.

As they Disapparate back to the house on Grimmauld
Place, Hermione accidentally leads one of the Death Eaters in-
side the protective enchantments, so they are forced to aban-
don the house and go on the run, moving from place to place
and camping in the woods. They don’t know where to look
for the next Horcrux, and they don’t know how to destroy the
locket, which is protected by powerful magic. Harry has a vi-
sion of Voldemort tracking down another famous wand maker
and looking for a young man who stole a wand.

One night, in the forest, Harry and friends overhear a gob-
lin saying that the Sword of Gryffindor that had been in the

12



