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Foreword

India is one of the oldest and living civilizations of the world.
Sindhu and Ganges, the rivers that gave birth to the Indian civilization
and influenced south and Southeast Asia, have continued to witness
and nurture a cultural heritage for the past five millennia in the sub-
continent. India’s culture has been enriched by successive waves of
migration which subsequently were absorbed into the Indian way of
life. It is this variety and diversity which is a special hallmark of Indi-
a. Its geographical, ethnic, and religious variety is as immense as its
linguistic diversity. Underneath this diversity lies the continuity of In-
dian civilization and social structure from the very earliest times until
the present day.

India and China being the most ancient and living civilizations of
the world, also epitomizes the mutual, continuous and sustained dia-
logue at multiple levels of communications dialogue over the centuries.
While trade and commerce flourished along the various routes of com-
munications connecting these two civilizations, a constant stream of
material, religious, cultural and deeper spiritual communication
forged a synthesis yet distinct symbiosis between the two. As both In-
dia and China take a holistic view of culture, they not only treat dif-

ferent civilizations as various manifestations of human civilization, but
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also reject the clash of civilization thesis propounded by Samuel P
Huntington in his The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World
Order. Huntington is not at fault, for the entire western philosophy is
in confrontation with the nature, whereas, oriental culture and philos-
ophy is in harmony with nature and advocates unity of self with god as
rightly posited by Prof. Jiang yuhong in this book. Therefore, there is
an urgency to redefine human development in terms of culture, man to
man relationship and the relationship between man and nature. There
is also a need to work towards a new way of thinking and acting,
where the culture of consumerism paves way to the culture of human-
ism. It is only in the culture of humanism that diversities of unity are
tolerated. Therefore, the advocacy of harmonious society and world,
to the Indian and Chinese cultural mindset is not an empty talk, but a
deep rooted cultural trait in their centuries old cultural tradition. To
both these civilizations, the philosophical notion of being the “citizen
of the universe” or the realization of “universal civilization” in which
every human being is treated with equality and respect is a moral com-
mitment.

It is the soft power of a country that should be her source to be-
coming a superpower. Therefore, an antithesis to “geo — political pow-
er conflict” should be “geo - civilizational thesis” as advocated by
Prof. Tan Chung during a recently convened international conference
in Shenzhen. The expansion of India and China’s soft power depends
on its cultural wisdom driven by flourishing trade and commerce. Both
the countries have history on their side. The European, particularly

English in the 19th and 20th centuries, and the American culture
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since World War II dominated the world through military and com-
merce. In the 21* century, which is said to be an Asian Century, the
vehicle of change is going to be cultural tradition driven by economics
not the military.

Many books have been written about Indian culture and tradition
in India, China and the West. One of these books that left an indeli-
ble impression on me was A. L. Basham’s classic, The Wonder that
was India, written in 1954 to suit the taste of western scholarship and
readers. While there is no doubt that Basham’s book is a scholarly
treatise, and a tribute to India’ s bygone era, it at times has been un-
necessarily harsh to Hinduism, the mainstream religion of India. In
China, there have not been many writings about Indian culture and
history. A few by the likes of Prof. Ji Xianlin, Jin Kemu, Lin
Chengjie, Huang Xinchuan, Wang Shuying etc. eminent scholars
have been eclipsed by the writings of geopolitical lobby. In the light of
this, Prof. Jiang Yuhong’s book is a befitting tribute to Indian cultur-
al studies in China. Prof. Jiang’s book endeavors, not only to fill this
vacuum amongst Chinese scholarship but also exhibits his voracious
reading and understanding about the Indian culture. He peeps into the
past by showcasing India’ s spiritual, social and cultural precepts
through values such as “Brahmatmaikyam” , “Moksha” and “ Dhar-
ma” and peeps into the future by positing that in the clashes between
global and traditional cultures, the Indian\culture will not lose its u-
nique characteristics. One the contrary, Prof. Jiang, observes that the
Indian culture may speed up the process of rationalization for the re-

flection and integration while facing the challenge of foreign cultures.
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Finally, I hope that this volume can attract many more Chinese
readers who have never read or are interested in understanding India.
Prof. Jiang has been in India for a considerable period of time, and
could have said lived the India culture to some extent. It is not an
easy task to touch on every cultural aspect of a multicaste, multilin-
gual, multireligious, and multiethnic India. This along with the dras-
tic changes that have led to homogenization of life — styles, erosion of
individuality and cultured expression, make the task even more diffi-
cult. However, Prof. Jiang has been able to do justice by linking In-
dian cultural tradition with the changing times in India today. I con-

gratulate him for his venture and success.

New Delhi India Jawaharlal Nehru University
Dr. B. R. Deepak
December 2007

415 2



/:f.( :p 5‘() .................................................................. 1
}:]‘z'.( % 5‘( ) .................................................................. 1
%"Lﬁ ........................................................................... 1
%_:ﬁ- EHIE)‘CLBB‘J%%E'& ....................................... 1
%::?J‘ @Wﬁr[\ﬂ]gi%m;ﬁﬁﬂz .............................. 8
%E_"ﬁ i%ﬁiﬁfﬁ?ﬁiﬁ%ﬁﬁj .............................. 18
%@:‘ﬁ 21;:1:}51:9‘1::9@}‘33% .......................................... 34
ﬂf% .................................................................. 37
%-E Eﬂﬁiﬂﬂ‘}‘ﬂ&%ﬁ ....................................... 41
%_dﬁ m}ﬁi%ﬂ‘]@?ﬁ—tﬁkﬁ ................................. 41
%:ﬂﬁ %uﬂEﬂEi'ﬂﬁﬁﬁfﬂgi{%lﬂi ........................ 67
%Eﬁg Eﬂ}ﬁj(ﬂjﬂ‘]%ﬂiﬁﬂ ................................. 103
7_:]5*% .................................................................. 113
%:E Ep@ji{tm@,bﬁm ....................................... 117
%_*ﬁ EﬂJﬁ)‘Cﬂ:H‘JEﬁL ....................................... 117
:"fj Eﬂ)ﬁﬁi'ﬂﬁﬂ@ﬁf%ﬂﬁl .............................. 119
W= EESCRIB O EHEE] e, 129



2 HEXAERTE

%EE Eﬁﬁthﬁm;};‘:mmfgim ........................... 162
%_ﬁg fﬁﬁﬁiﬂﬁzwﬁ .................................... 162
%::‘ﬁ ;PEpiﬂ:Ztt& ....................................... 191
EE% .................................................................. 202

%‘E éﬁk“i&ﬁ:{:mmfgj‘cﬂc ................................. 205
%_‘ﬁg‘ éﬂ%&'—ﬂiii%%féiﬁﬁlﬂﬁﬁ ..................... 205
%::ﬁ‘ %ﬂ?ﬂsﬁﬂlﬁﬂii)‘cﬂ: .............................. 209
%Eﬂﬁ Epgzlg:t)‘cﬂ:mﬂ;ﬁ@ ........................... 217
%m:ﬁ Eﬂ}ﬁdiij(ité@ﬂ%ﬂé%é ........................... 227
RN BB SCAR R B GRS 7R «ee e 234
EE& .................................................................. 237

g%iﬁ .................................................................. 240



Contents

Foreword in English ~esesssesssssascasensensenssarnssnssnsssossnsssnssnse )i
Foreword in Chinese +«ss+eeseeescecuraeneuanrneneneeesenceeeneeensennennns 1
Introduction ............................................................... 1

1. The Uniqueness of the Indian Culture —«++ceeesereceunniannnn. 1

2. The Current Situation of the Studies of the Indian Cul-
ture in the Domestic and Overseas Academic Circles ««+--- 8

3. The Establishment of the Research Paradigm of Culture

Philosophy Shitdies ., 136imsesvrsveccaenansrnssnsmeneps sy EasINTIRG 18
4. The Basic Structure of This Dissertation «+++++ssssessseenses 34
ANNOLALIONS  *++tseeeseseneetesceeeeescneeessnnesescccscnnsnessnsnnnns 37
Chapter | A General Survey of the Indian Culture ----------- 41
1. The Origins and Development of the Indian Culture --+--- 41

2. The Main Factors Affecting the Characteristics of the
Indian Cultiire +ececcseccesesessrsacnnnsssanonsessosssssnomnnnnans 67
3. The Basic Characteristics of the Indian Culture ««-++++ees-- 103
ANNOLALIONS ++*evereerrseeserettsuuuneneeeesseesssssncnnnnesossssnnns 113
Chapter I The Essential Spirit of the Indian Culture ------ 117

1. The Positioning of the Indian Culture ««+++++ssssrseerunsenn. 117



4

B XA R AR

2. The Essential Position of Hinduism in the Indian Cul-

3. Criticizing on the Essential Spirit of the Indian Culture

ANNOtations s+esecesesrscsecectsncccrocecececcsscscssscscasasscsscses

Chapter [ The Indian Culture from the East and West
Cross-Cultural Perspective ....................................

1. The Comparisons of Eastern and Western Cultures ~ =«+«--
2. The Comparisons of Chinese and Indian Cultures «-+-+----

ANNOLAtIONS *+ertesevssccscsccccecccecscacsscsssssssssscsscsssccasses

Chapter [V The Indian Culture in Course of Globalization

........................................................................

1. The Exchanges and Clashes between Global and Tradi-
tional Cultives swvi.dasasadladida deawdaldaa o dod

2. The Globalization and Indian Traditional Cultures ««-++++--

3. The Current Destiny of the Indian Traditional Culture

4. The Prospect for the Future Trend of the Indian Tradi-
tional. Cultime e s seshee s s simsss o885 S pongaes54s ssodesashe

5. The Revelations from the Studies of the History and
Reality of the Indian Traditional Cultural Patterns  «+----

ANNotations seeeseesssecscctccctccessecsseccsctascscsccccscnceancenss

Bibliography ............................................................
Postscript ...............................................................



%

EpBER A F X Rz — , 5 [ — R B 5 1t 57 oA S
BT B 2 51, SCHA B 07 3 X AL RE B @3RS, B BE Sk
KR, A FERIPRAVREG . BB SUTE AR S U RS R
DA B A A B B U | SRR R AR 156 D =X, (8 B BE SCAFE i 573
B AR EER A, D5l - HEA N, EBESLAR —
T 5H A AR LR M EERE L BESULRA R RKEE
5500, BT ARSI T3 AR A=A T B2 B, A
MR AWMU T S 5T, BFSCENBE XL, T it e
B BE ST IR MR — RS 9 TAE . EA T MEH K E X E
WIS &TF B SCAL BB FEAE — AR EE B ST , 2 T S — i B9
A — ST AT, I 1 X R 53 9 =X A9 5z i x
EpBE SR A TR B B

BT EIEXrRRY

e NTHIEAZREN SR, 3 F 2 B34, “ B R 3k —
5 E i AR RIERNES., XRT TEEOEY AR
FRRB Y- B — B R — N B R E R, B E T TR
v & AR ARSI 4 U | EpRE BB 28 A LA TE 55 UL ATIB AR
ENRE RN 2 B, LA RO S0 - 5 ST S S A%



2 HEXHMEXFE

3R MY iy D BE 1R JBE 23 Y R BE T RSO it A B AR T 5000
24 TRV BE S TIT SCHA RO MERE , AT A o 5 3 5 T A R O MR
FC 11 IR, 117 Lt D B AR S1E 8 4 24 HE 2K 2R 0 T A 1R 4% T A
AT 28 AT AR Tk YR 52 Y ED B T 3 38R 4 B 228 S0 T i K , 3
SCHH BT B B R BE R ARt SR T A 3 T A . (2]
KU ) ARS8 9 5 34, A A JE N BB R — SR 1, SRTT AR ER
BEWT OB AR L, KBEIERZ I KA TERT 2000 4E
. , S SR /KA 1 i B BE AT 388 S A 7 — = T 4F 22 6] vkl B D,
HIENET T EER: A ARBERNAUAKSRK TR, df
AFEW AT 5 BT ST T, A A AR A
PR T 330, S L 4 BRAR TR 25 T 0 8 T R
—Y.Q KL, EHR, BEYEREH M BRREE TR, &
BT M IASA Ay B BE TRT I 450 FR 7R S £ S B SR T A 2K, 6 o
AN AT A 38 7= 22 ik T 25 g |

ENEERS NE R MU R, ERIEA IR, 2558 15
8B, ZOREMEEL BN NERKRNBE, LE TR
PR E EEEHNHES - KL BEMRE 00T 5 A,

O KT ERBER PRI RETE RO SEAR, BAE 1 T — R . — A B 1
FRIFERTERI =T R P BIRT =T L0 28] XT3 — 302 /8 R 2 4R 1 2
W, FENBOL S FEREMREN o F8% BRI Z AN AR A 4%
T BT — MR R R B BRI E A B RS, S A
FHBR TR BA NN, BN FI IR R RAS KA, R
TGO , B TR BT, VR TR B R, ok
PHRABRMIERL TR £ WK o B2, R A TR I 4[5 JR 5  H 9 F
X IERBDB, ERX B AN HE, BB L ET . R, e
RBEmNE

@ ZRRMARCGKIERER) , 75 A R 4B 1999 4 p5



% # 3

18RS TEPRE DT S 5 & BORBR I = KR EH, H A AR K
R BRI E Y K, B SHET5—" WEET L1245
W EAPRENE R MR, RBRERFEAJJRHRK
RN (B2t AR R A B BE 6 R ) 2 A BT /R B2 307 3 4
NI ZRE NPl W0 25 ENBKIE 2R (A5 ME2R IR R B8 R AN DUBLE
R BEAGET P04 BN BT RRLIR 2 T B R SRR R
FEMIR T  HUPA IR IR L BT 34T SR |t 75 BLARIR | 5530 3 R K ik
A D BT T A AL RIK, [ E A R AL S S H
REH . Kk ib HFERIRS SO 5% 5 B RS R A FERN R
/S

SFHCRENEANRATE G, ERAE IR, RN,
B EROREMEIBE MhEEFTESSANE; Y - X2
AT TR BOR , o B BE B IR B 2 s B 5 B KA HEA T O 0
2B I BORSL T M — 2 o AR B BB R M |
AT A ATV T B Hh o, B BE R R B IR . HAREHL
B HAEEN A 1 M TEAE , BB B TR K B B AN AR (R ED
AFRR T EIER“ RBUEWIE" o FEENEE , BRA S IRFER A (HAE
TIREEF TR B MBS G YRR M O \IEE” 2
GUL” B A B ARETET SRR E BB A S1E R
AT YRR BB AR i P B BE O B 2 Bl
— 7 RS EOR B B R R U e S
M LB B A SRAE “ FERR ] — 7 B3R R L A 4 [E b
W ERATHI N WENBER RIRC E E RN M 2 8GE R
“ LAETTRR BB SR B B R E MR R B ZE S,
HEPRE IR 2 Ab FHIR S F IR AV, ROV BN S BB R I
KREEMA



