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review »

A person’s reputation is one of the most important things he possesses and it
deserves protecting. The key to building a good name is to be consistent. You will
not win the favor of the public or the people around you overnight. In fact, it will
take many years of efforts before you establish your proper place in society. Once
you have earned a good name, be careful to maintain it through civility, integrity
and humility.
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Pre-reading Activities

First Listening 6y Z/

Listen to a passage about Oscar Wilde and quotations from him.

Second Listening 6

Listen to the passage again and answer the following questions according to
what you hear. The last question is open-ended and may have different answers.
1. For what was Oscar Wilde famous?

2. What does the quote “Men become old, but they never become good” mean?

3. Here is another quote from Wilde: “Life is never fair... And perhaps it is a good thing
for most of us that it is not.” How do you understand this quote?

5

TEXT

The Tail of Fame

Para 1 An artist who seeks fame is like a dog chasing his own tail who, when he
captures it, does not know what else to do but to continue chasing it. The
cruelty of success is that it often leads those who seek such success to
participate in their own destruction.

Para 2 “Don’t quit your day job!” is advice frequently given by understandably 5
pessimistic family members and friends to a budding artist who is trying
hard to succeed. The conquest of fame is difficult at best, and many end up
emotionally if not financially bankrupt. Still, impure motives such as the
desire for worshipping fans and praise from peers may spur the artist on. The

XCIRCP B A E DR ARARE



