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Introduction

The Arabian Nights, also called The Thousand and One
Nights, is a collection of stories from Indian, Persian and
Arabic oral tales that had been traveling for centuries
throughout the area. In the fourteenth century, a certain num-
ber of these stories were included in a Syrian document, be-
fore the stories were eventually recompiled and translated
several times, and is now regarded as an important piece of
world literature.

The story begins with the Persian king, Shahryar, who,
so shocked that his wife has had a secret love affair, kills
her. Now comwvinced that all women must be unfaithful, the
king demands a new wife every night. After spending the
night with each of his new brides, he orders each one killed
the next morning.

After some time, the royal counselor’s clever daughter,
Sheherazade, quite disturbed at such senseless murder, de-
mands to become Shahrayar’s next wife. Every night after the
wedding, Sheherazade tells the king a story, leaving the sto-
ry’s ending for the following night. Thus, the king hears sto-
ries for the next one thousand and one nights before he at

last is convinced of her loyalty, thus ending the killing.
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Entertainments

“I will never give up,” began Sheherazade to her father.
“I will marry him despite your protests,” she exclaimed be-
fore at once going to the kihg to beg him to marry her.

The king wondered exceedingly at her insistence, for he
had made an exception of the royal counselor’s daughter, and
said to him, “O most faithful of counselors, how is this? You
must know that after I have gone into her this night, I shall
say to you tomorrow, ‘Take her and kill her!” And if you
do not kill her, I will kill you in her place at once.”

“Allah has so determined her fate. All this I have told her
and more, but she will not listen to me, resolved to pass this
coming night with the king.”

So Shahryar rejoiced greatly, and said, “This is well.
Go get her ready, and tonight bring her to me.”

Scheherazade -rejoiced and got ready all she required,
and said to her younger sister, Dunyazade, “Note well what
directions I give you! When I have gone to the king, T will
send for you, and you must ask me to relate a new story to
the king. And I will tell you a tale which shall be our deli-
verance, and which shall turn the king from his bloody cus-

tom.”



