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Surviving College Life

Do you know that many students drop out during their freshman year? If you do not
make the best of your first year, it can make your four-year college life miserable.

This unit offers some information on college life, which may be particularly useful for
freshmen.

Besides, you will learn about.,

® how to spend your college life;
® reading skill — scanning (] );

® some prefixes, anti-, auto-, be-, etc.

:gf“é Lead-in Questions
g

1. Do you think that it is helpful to tell your roommates frankly the difficulties you face?

2. What would you do if you are annoyed by your roommates some day? And what do you think
are the most important factors in getting along well with others under the same roof?
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Word Warming-up

Directions: All the italicized words in the sentences below are taken from the following text. Use the
context provided to determine their meanings. Write a definition, synonym, or
description for each of them.

—

. After retirement she found it difficult to establish a new routine or a new daily life habit.

2. At the city’s construction meeting, one of the scheduled events is a talk on flower and tree
planting.

3. He adapted quickly to the new climate because he was always on business around the world.

4. The working hours are flexible in the company as there are some young women who have to
look after their babies.

5. I must apologize for not being able to meet you at the airport, for I had to attend a meeting.

Text

Living in the Dorm

You will be entering a new time in your life — a new home away from the home that you
know for years. Every student that comes to the college, living in the dorms does have
their own routines, daily life habits and particular “ways” about them. This being said,
you will have to remember that living in a dorm will become like one over-grown over-sized
extension (17 of a family, having to share space, telephones, televisions, bathrooms —
with what will be strangers at first.

A student can adjust easily to this type of situation because of many classes, studying hours
and extracurricular 27 activities that are scheduled for the full time student. Fitting your
personal lifestyle into those routines will not be so much of a challenge as one might think.

New roommate?! — Yes, you will more than likely be sharing a small room w1th a total
stranger — How will you adapt? Will you be frxends“? Marly el _rﬁafe 5 ﬁetf‘ome ‘”thé best
friends while others just will never be friends. This is a lifelong €33 leammg exp@éri(r‘lcé
~ about people that will educate you and others about how to interact‘ ‘

extension /1ks'tefon/ n. the amount, degree, or range to which something extends or can extend #" ; fii ; § Kk b # K i Bt 2

extracurricular /iekstrako'rikjula(r)/ adj. beyond the regular curriculum of a school or college ¥ A4

1

2

3

daily personal basxs
(1)
BE B

(22
(32

lifelong /'larflon/ adj. continuing for a lifetime 2 £ ; K4 iy
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4 Getting the most out of your roommate experience — start out on a good base. Learning
to live in the same room or house can be exciting and frightening for those of us who have
never lived away from home before. You and your roommate will need to sit down,
decide who will do and when in regard to cleaning of your space. This space could just
consist of the floor in your room, or if you have a bathroom, the chores could include the
scrubbing (47 of the tub and the toilet. The sooner the two of you agree on a schedule
that will include the two of you working together, the easier this transition (57 will be.
Neither of you will want to do the cleaning, but there will be no one else but the two of
you.

5 Will your room have a phone? Who pays the bill? Is the bill paid by both of you? If your
room is going to have a phone, be considerate. Only make and accept phone calls up to an
agreed time of the evening. This agreed time should be set by you and your roommate,
with of course emergency situations being the exception 67,

6 Be flexible in your room. Every one has friends, visitors and study time — be considerate
of your roommate and they in return will be considerate of your time, friends, and space.
Do not yell at your roommate. Discuss; try to communicate what you are upset about. Tell
them why you do not want them using your stuff, bed, food, etc. and give them a chance
to apologize. The argument will be shorter and more to the point. If you were to start
screaming, you may not hear the end of the argument for days, which will stress out what
relationship you do have with your roommate. ’

- Suggested | 7 min. | Your
. Hme |15sec. | Time

Wéfds | 505

Phrases to Learnn

1. adjust (sth. /oneself) (to sth.). become or make (sth. /oneself) suited (to new conditions) i& i ;
AT

2. interact (with sb.): (of people) act together or co-operatively, esp. so as to communicate with each
other L« Az

3. on ... basis: on the basis of yA+++++ AAEIE, fEoeeeee o9k ah b

4. get the most out of. make the most of & A Z #91& A ; K4 J K 2; BAEFN
5. start out. begin 74

6. in/with regard to. with respect to, about % F

7. consist of: be made up of or composed of gy«+++ HY AR,

8. agree on/upon: (75 )ffeeese- R SFeeeeBRAF—HE R

(43 scrub /skrab/ vt. rub hard in order to clean K % ; # 4k
C5J transition /treen'zifan/ n. change from one form, state, style, or place to another %75 ; % #4 ; 1 Ji
(61 exception /ik'sepfan/ n. exclusion #i4h; sk
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. considerate of: careful not to hurt others; thoughtful xg++««- XS FH RN ;£ R E
. in return: as payment or reward 4§ 4 8%
. yell at: shout at xf+«-+u =

. to the point: concerning or with relevance to the matter at hand 744 &

1. This being said ...(Para.1): Thatis tosay ...

4T}
Siggts

. «.. you will more than likely to be sharing a room with ... (Para.3): Here more than is used for

emphasis when referring “very”.

. Neither of you will want to do the cleaning, but there will be no one else but the two of you.

(Para.4): Here but means except; apart from; other than (used after the negatives nobody, none,
nowhere, etc. the question words who, where, etc. and also all, everyone, anyone, etc.).
e.g. 1) The problem is anything but easy.

2) Everyone was there but him.

3) We had no choice but to wait.

4) He goes nowhere but to his office.

. This agreed time should be set by you and your roommate, with of course emergency

situations being the exception. (Para. 5). “ With of course emergency situations being the
exception” is an absolute construction used as an adverbial. (4~ with & Bk — &4 H), XA 4250
HRAFRIEMERS , TARKRE AFERHARTAFX,)
e.g. 1) With this problem solved, we went home.

2) The day was bright, with a fresh breeze blowing .

3) They walked to the fields with hoes on their shoulders .

. With of course emergency ... (Para.5): Of course is used as an insertion.

Peost-reading Earercises l

Short Answer Questions

Your Score:

Directions: There are five questions or incomplete statements based on the passage you have just
read . Answer the questions or complete the statements in the fewest possible words (not
exceeding ten words) .

1. What will you have to face with strangers after entering college?

2. Is it a great challenge to fit your personal lifestyle into the routines in the college?
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3. When it comes to cleaning your dorm, what will you and your roommates need to do?

4. Tt is helpful to be flexible in your dorm because everyone has

5. You can discuss, communicate and give them a chance to apologize to the tension

between you and your roommates.

fg‘ Cloze

Your Score:

Directions: Choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D) to fill in
each of the 20 blanks in the following passage , which is a summary of the text you have
just read .

In this short passage Living in the Dorm, the author presents some (1) tips for the
freshmen about _ (2)  a good relationship with total strangers in the dorm at the very beginning
(3
» namely roommates. The private things, such as living space, telephones, televisions,
bathrooms will become the public  (5) (6)

(7) . This is a _ (8) learning experience which will educate you how to
with strangers on a daily personal basis. The first step the author suggestsis to  (10) a
(12D
way. Next, the author mentions the telephone matter

of college life. After by the universities, freshmen will share a dorm with other school

4)

. The question that how to themselves to the
new situation
9
working schedule with roommates as soon as possible in the _ (11)  time. The set
a3
would happen on this issue. The last tip the author suggests is to

Gl7)r of their

. The most efficient way is to discuss with

will
make the cleaning work done in an
(14)  because most _ (15)
be (16) . To get along well with roommates, freshmen must learn to be
roommates. You would get their consideration  (18)

roommates whenever you _ (19)  problems. This passage introduces several ways for freshmen

to live with their roommates  (20)  and happily.

1. A. beneficial B. benefice C. beneficent D. benefit

2. A. building B. installing C. establishing D. constituting
3. A. allowed B. admitted C. admitting D. invited

4. A. students B. teachers C. fellows D. fellowmen
5. A. goods B. commonalities C. areas D. commodities
6. A. adjust B. put C. help D. farmiliarize
7. A. comes B. disappears C. emerges D. immerses

8. A. longlife B. lifelong C. continuous D. continual

9. A. cope B. interact C. deal D. communicate
10. A. achieve B. draw C. pat D. flip

11. A. translate B. trasitional C. transaction D. transitive
12. A. plan B. schedule C. schema D. scheme

13. A. clear B. scientific C. friendly D. orderly

14. A. on account B. on behalf of C. on demand D. on purpose
15. A. fighting B. smash C. dispute D. clash
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16. A. flexible B. fresh C. facial D. frank
17. A. consist B. considerate C. considerable D. considered
18. A. at turn B. on turn C. by turn D. in turn
19. A. come by B. come about C. come across D. come after
20. A. peace B. peach C. peacefully D. painfully
{I[¥ Words Used Alive
Yt
Your Score:

Directions: Fill in each of the blanks with the appropriate word or expression provided in the box

below. Change the form if necessary.

in regard to '

bas1s
~ considerate

~ transition
tfeSS

of modern life.

. Not all of us can cope with the

. His words were short and to the
. We have
. She is subject to frequent
What can I do

I have nothing to say

our sorrows as well as joys with each other.
from high spirits to depression.
for your kindness?

your complaints.
They were all there on time the chairman.

On the of those facts, we can reach the following conclusion.

WO 00 N O O & W DN =~

of you to send me a birthday card.

It was very

[
=

. That area’s future weather pattern might

long, dry periods.

Bam® 1Y | Reading Sbitl and Wornd Building

| Reading Skill — Seanning (3) |

Scanning is very high-speed reading. When you scan, you have a question in your mind. You do not

read every word, only the words that answer your question. Practice in scanning will help you learn to

skip over unimportant words so that you can read faster.

Scanning is a skill that you often use in a daily life. For example, you might scan the list of names in

a telephone directory in order to find a phone number. You might scan a newspaper ad for new cars.

You might scan supermarket ads to find what you want to buy. You might scan the TV listings for the

highlights. You might scan a “Best-Seller” list from a newspaper to get to know what kind of book

interests you most, etc.

In this unit, you’ll practice scanning different kinds of materials. You should work as quickly as
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possible on all the exercises. Remember that scanning is a high-speed skill.

Example A

Directions: Scan through the list of art exhibits below as quickly as you can and find out the time of the
exhibition of Leonardo da Vinci’s drawings .

Creche

Through January 10

The Grand Tour: European and American Views of Italy
Through January 17

Joel Sternfield: Photographs of the Roman Campagagna
Through January 17

Late 20th Century Prints
Through January 31

On Kawara: Date Paintings in 89 Cities
Through February 7

Leonardo da Vinci’s: The Anatomy of Man
Drawings from the collection of her Majesty Queen Elizabeth []
Through February 21

Master European Paintings from the National Gallery of Ireland: Mantegna to Goya
January 13 — March 28

Building a Collection: The Department of Contemporary Art, Part |
January 28 — July 3

Photography: Close-up/Still Life
February 10 — May 23

Did you read the whole list of exhibitions? No! You knew what to look for. You scanned the list to find
the information that you needed.

‘Example B

Directions: In this exercise, you will scan a supermarket ad. Read each question. Then scan the
advertisement to locate the correct answer. Work quickly.

How many different beverages are advertised?

What is the price of a 9" Pie?

How many ounces (oz.) of vegetables can you buy for . 797

S~ W NN o~

How many Egg Waffles are there in a package (pkg.)?



