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Preface by Cai Qi

Sports is closely bound up with the revitalization of the Chinese nation, social civilization and regional
development. The development of sports has been one of the chief signs of the progress of modern civilization
and regional overall competitiveness. With the coming of the Beijing Olympic Games, sports has gradually
become an important industrial and cultural system, and played a significant role in building up the people’ s
health, promoting the health care, increasing the cohesion, upgrading our quality of life and promoting social
harmony.

In recent years, led by the scientific outlook on development and the general goal of “Co-construction and
Sharing of Hangzhou City with Life Quality” , Hangzhou has devoted great efforts to boosting the
construction of the healthy city, striving for a Sports Super City. Based on the 10-year project of “Strengthening
Foundation and Bringing up New Talents”, we deepen the reform of the administrative system, boost the plan
and construction of the establishment of sports stadiums in a down-to-earth manner, develop a nationwide
fitness program so as to make great advances in the cause of sports in Hangzhou. It should be noted that the
index of people's health is in the forefront among the cities of its kind in China. Sports has become an
indispensable part of the daily lives of the people and also an important part of cultural undertakings in Greater
Hangzhou.

When the whole nation are eagerly looking forward to the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games, A Century of Sports
in Hangzhou, the first historic picture book related to Hangzhou finally came into being, which is a great
achievement in the world of sports in Hangzhou as well as a precious gift to the 2008 Olympic Games in
Beijing. The book, including not only the full and accurate data but also more than 1200 rare and fine pictures,
is divided into 8 sections such as school sports, athletic schools, competitions, public sports, sports venues,
sports figures, collection of sports culture and appendix. It illustrates the history of sports in Hangzhou from
the late Qing Dynasty to the year of 1949, systematizes and describes with great emphasis the sports
development in Hangzhou in the last hundred years, embodying higher ideological, historic and artistic
qualities.

It should be noted that it took over ten years to collect the materials and pictures in point and the outline has
been revised for several times within the period of four or five years and then compiled over several months
busily but in an orderly manner. Thanks a lot to numbers of people from all walks of life, especially the staff
at Hangzhou Sports Bureau. With a desire to dig out a great number of related pictures and objects to tell the
history of sports in Hangzhou, the book demonstrates the rich historic and cultural deposit in Hangzhou sports.
With abundant and detailed material data, it mainly gives an account of sports as well as other aspects,
reflecting the development in sports in Hangzhou. So 4 Century of Sports in Hangzhou can be regarded as a
history book of historical literature value and also the specialized annals of history on social and economic
development in Hangzhou. We are sincerely looking forward to more and more such distinctive good books
as those including both high-quality pictures and written explanations. We believe that these good books will
make a great contribution to constructing a “Sports Super City” and healthy city, boosting the cultural
development in Hangzhou so as to achieve the general goal of “Co-construction and Sharing of Hangzhou
City with Life Quality” .

Cai Qi, Mayor and Deputy Secretary of Hangzhou
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Preface by Zhao Rongfu

Living in such a period of great peace and prosperity, with the flourishing of the sports, the Olympic dream
is coming true in Beijing. When the whole nation are eagerly looking forward to and celebrating Olympics in
China, A Century of Sports in Hangzhou, the first historic picture book related to Hangzhou finally came into
being, which owes a great deal to numbers of leaders and editors such as Zhao Dachuan and An Zhiyun, and
so on. Thus it’ s my great honor and satisfaction to read this book first.

Hundreds of piles and piles pictures and a great number of familiar strangers sketch the previous and present
life of people in Hangzhou in a lively way. Thousands of words in the book are very heartfelt, just like a mirror
to reappear our history, and also a horn to urge us on to work hard. Finishing reading it, I was deep in meditation
with a fever of excitement. A Century of Sports in Hangzhou, is filled with scraps of ancestors’ anecdotes as
the ocean is filled drop by drop. The emergence of such a great book in a flourishing age can comfort the
ancestors and encourage the descendants, which makes me feel lucky, comfortable and excited.

All the staff members in Hangzhou Sport Bureau are proud of the remarkable success in sports in Hangzhou
in the past century. Meanwhile, under such a slogan of “Build up Hangzhou as a great economic city and
culture city, a desire to dig out the rich sports culture leading to the birth of the book A Century of Sports in
Hangzhou. Now the dream came true. It took more than ten years merely on the collection of pictorial data and
original materials though the book was completed within only several months. It should be noted that having
being revised for several times, the outline now including 8 sections was finally fixed.

The first section is School Sports which, with both high-quality pictures and written explanations, introduces
sports in kindergartens, nurseries, primary schools, secondary schools and colleges separately.

The second section is Athletic Schools, which introduces those schools bringing up elites in Hangzhou. During
the Republic of China, Chen Boqing, the curator of the Provincial Gymnasium made a special composition,
proving that the Martial Arts School in the Southern Song Dynasty was really a kind of military sports school.
And during the Republic of China there appeared much more sports schools in Hangzhou which brought up
a great number of excellent athletes for Hangzhou, Zhejiang and even the nation, some of whom were the great
figures in military affairs and politics in Chinese modern history.

The third section is Competitions, the central part, which, with vivid pictures, covers all the sports meets held
in Hangzhou like public competitions, sports meets in municipalities and counties and provincial games as well
as the National Games (as a participant) since the late Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China. Those rare
pictures taken at the well-known Zhejiang Martial Arts Jamboree in 1929 and the 4th Zhejiang Sports Meet
in 1935 with far-reaching impact tell us Hangzhou has made indelible contributions.

The fourth section is Public Sports, indicating various kinds of public sports in Hangzhou such as cross-city
race, crossing Qiantang River, kicking shuttlecock etc.

The fifth section is Sports Venues, which mainly records the facilities in stadiums in Hangzhou. The Provincial
Sports Stadium during the Republic of China was primely the National Hangzhou Stadium where the well-
known 4th National Games was held, later it was renamed as the Provincial Sports Stadium and now it is called
Hangzhou Stadium with Hangzhou Branch, China Sports Museum. If you would like to know more about it,
this section will tell you in detail. This section specially digs out the long history of today’ s Hangzhou
Stadium with lots of its literatures.

The sixth section is Sports Figures introducing the sports figures related to sports history in Hangzhou during
100 years.

The seventh section is Collection of Sports Culture, which exhibits medals of sports competitions, commemo-



are stﬂl fauacaes ami omission. We are w111mg to soﬁcﬁ views from all s1des in order to publish a sequel w1thm

two or three years.

We are 1ucky enough that in the course of writing the book, our municipal government together with the
municipal Party delivered a good many directions and great concern. Secretary Wang Guoping wrote an
inscription and Mayor Caiqi wrote a preface, all of which will give a vigorous boost to our work and athletic
sports in Hangzhou. So I wrote the preface to comfort the ancestors and encourage the descendants At last, I’

like to take this opportunity to appreciate all the people making their contribution to the publication of the book!
The preface was done in July, 2008 in Hangzhou.

Zhao Rongfu,Director General of Hangzhou Municipal Sports Bureau
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Explanatory Notes

Hangzhou, a famous national historic and cultural city and a well-known international tourist city, has long
had a reputation for her graceful natural geographical conditions as well as one of the six ancient capitals in
Chinese history. During the period of the late Qing Dynasty, Hangzhou was the political, economic and cultural
center and the transportation hub of Zhejiang, where a great number of celebrities assembled. In an attempt
to search for the truth of saving our country, democratic ideas spread widely, which led to the establishment
of Education Association, the publishing of vernacular newspapers, and the establishment of gymnasiums and
Women’s Setting-the-Foot-Free Association and so forth. All the attempts indeed propelled the steps of our
civilization and fashion and meanwhile promoted social progress.

A Century of Sports in Hangzhou (called Tushi in short), a collection of the men and their stories related to
sports around 100 years, is compiled with great truthfulness, so as to lay out locally characteristic sports in
Hangzhou from one aspect.

The historical materials included in 4 Century of Sports in Hangzhou are combined and classified according
to codes and those of the same kind are chronologically ranked. They are classified as the follows.

School Sports is divided into sports of kindergartens, primary schools, middle schools and universities.
Athletic Schools refers to the specialist schools set up successively for the purpose of cultivating PE teachers
and sports talents.

Competition is Sports Meet in the late Qing Dynasty, Middle School Joint Sports Meet in the earlier Republic
of China, Zhejiang Sports Meet and National Sports Meet.

Public Sports indicates a variety of sports activities and competitions such as the swimming competition across
Qiantang river, the cross-country race around the Lake, the flying kite competition, the kicking shuttlecock
competition, the weight lifting competition and ball games and so on, which were attended by the public and
civil servants etc. in different periods.

Leisure Sports includes west lake tour, mountain tour, scenic spot tour, tide-watching at Qiantang river and
tour in Zhejiang Province

Sports Figures includes those of great importance or influence on sports of Hangzhou mainly according to such
materials as history records, dictionaries and directories.

Collection of Sports Culture brings forth kaleidoscopic medals of sports meets as well as newspapers printing
news of sport competitions.

Appendix includes the Sth, 6th and 7th National Games, the Far East Games and the Boy Scouts.

Time recording adopts historical dating method with the Christian era indicated in brackets, if necessary and
generally records included in the book end to the year of 1949. However the definite earliest period can not
be dated back to because of the different cases, some particular major events beyond the above-mentioned
period are indicated especially.

Materials, documents and literature quoted by the book are appended together as the follows.

Picture Times is called Shi in short

Chinese Commercial News is called Hua in short

Jingwu Pictorial is called Jing in short

Modern Times is called Dai in short

Wenhua Pictorial is calle Wen in short

Modern Art of Life is called Mei in short

Pictorial of Shen Paper is called Shen in short



Shanghai Pictorial is called Shang in short

Zhejiang Tide is called Jiang in short

Education Magazine is called Jiao in short

Children Pictorial in the late Qing Dynasty is called Zi in short

The Report on the Second Joint Middle School Sports Meet in Zhejiang in the year of Wuwu of 1918 is called
Zhong in short

“Pictorial of the 6th National Games” , the extra issue of the East is called Quan in short

Taikan Southeast is called Dong in short

Zhejiang Youth is called Qing in short

Collection of the Hangzhou Branch of China Sports Museum is called Hangcang in short

The First Normal School Sports Meet in Zhejiang in 1915 is called Yun in short

Pictures of Students ’ Grades printed in Commercial Press in 1914 is called Zhen in short

Student Magazine is called Xue in short

Annual of Zhijiang University is called Zhi in short

Life on Air in the Central Aviation Academy in 1935 is called Hang in short

Annual of the Institute of Technology of Zhejiang University in 1935 is called Gong in short

Album of the 50th Anniversary of Guangji Medical School in 1930 is called Guang in short

Collection of Zhejiang University Archive Files is called Dang in short

Students of Hangzhou High School is called Gao in short

State news is called Guo in short

The 30th Anniversary Special Edition of Huilan Middle School and The 50th Anniversary Special Edition of
Huilan Middle School are called Lan in short

Album of the 9th Graduates of Anding Middle School is called An in short

Transactions of Chinese Martial Arts Carnival in Zhejiang is called Shu in short

The 5th Anniversary of Hangzhou Women’ s Middle School in Zhejiang is called Nv in short
Hangzhou Municipal Booklet is called Te in short

Pictorial of Modern Life is called Sheng in short

The 10th Anniversary of Hangzhou YMCA (in Apr. 1936) is called Ji in short

Special Publication of the 10th Anniversary of Hangzhou Municipal Government in 1937 is called Hang in short
Alumni Association Magazine of Zhejiang First Class Business School in 1917 is called Shang in short
Zhejiang Sports Semimonthly and Zhejiang Sports Monthly in 1932 are called Ti in short

The Press is called Xin in short

Hangzhou Education Magazine is called Jiao in short

Zhejiang Sports Magazine is called Zhi in short

Diligence Sports Monthly is called Qin in short

Common Health Sports Monthly is called Kang in short

The East is called Fang in short
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