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The Tang Dynasty, known as the golden age of
Chinese history, once indeed witnessed unprecedented
prosperity. Accordingly, the palace and monastery
building accomplishments in the Tang Dynasty, grand in
verve and exquisite in structure, have also been rated as

the hard-to-surpass peak in Chinese architecture

history. However, as time brings a great change to the

world, most of them have been destroyed with only four :

still extant. Of these four rarities, Foguang Monastery
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In June 1937, L|ang Slcﬁeng the famous architect,

together with his wife

their assustant came

ey found
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located in Wutai Mountain (the preaching site of Manjusri
Buddisattva) is the most magnificent palace-style
architecture built in the Tang Dynasty. The four art forms of
architecture, sculpture, painting and calligraphy are
combined into one, set off one another with the tomb

pagoda and stone sculptures of the Northern Dynasty and

'Tang Dynasty. All in all, Foguang Monastery embodies

the quintessence of Chinese Buddhist art of the Tang

«/-Dynasty._.‘ R
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architecture. Afterwards the exact time when it had been
built was ascertained by Mr. Liang. From then on, it was
appreciated by all sectors of the community with great

report as one of the oldest existent wooden buildings.
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After the foundation of People's Republic of China, all
levels of government attached importance to the
protection and restoration of Foguang Monastery.
Consequently, the specialized agency for protecting and
maintaining Foguang Monastery was found. In the year
1961, Foguang Monastery was rated by the State Council
as one of the first batch of the key cultural relic protection
units. The Manjusri Buddisattva Hall was repaired during
1950s to late 1990s, fire fighting and technical protéction
devices have been installed in this century. The protection

project was formulated during March to June 2004 by
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mapping the Great East Hall. Between 2006 to 2007, the
protective measures for cultural relics in Foguang
Monastery were weaved. Every year this ancient
monastery of the Tang Dynasty draws countless visitors
from home and abroad. Architects from all over the world
consider visiting Foguang Monastery as the pilgrimage,
and a kind of lifelong glory as well.

At the time when the book Foguang Monastery is
going to be published, we wish the Foguang Monastery

will stand the test of time and exsit for ever.
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Foguang Monastery is located at the foot of Foguang Mountain in the outer circle of the Southern
Platform Top of Wutai Mountain. It embraces an array of architecture rarities in China, including the
wooden structure built in the Tang Dynasty, painted sculptures, mural paintings, calligraphy
inscriptions, Manjusri Buddisattva Hall built in the Jin Dynasty, tomb pagodas of monks built in the
Northern Wei & Tang Dynasties, scripture pillars of the Tang Dynasty and the like, which all have great

historical, scientific and artistic significance
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Foguang Monastery was first built in the Fifth Reigning Year of Emperor Xiaowen of the Northern
Dynasty (AD 481). According to historical records, Emperor Xiaowen was the first emperor in history
to visit Wutai Mountain. During his stay there, the emperor once saw the Buddda's light on a hill.
Thereafter, the hill was named Foguang (Buddha's Light) Mountain and the monastery situated at its
foot Foguang Monastery.
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In the year 577, the Northern Zhou Dynasty was established in succession of the Northern Qi
Dynasty. The Emperor Wu ordered to ban Buddhism in his reigning domains. Thus the 40 thousand
monasteries that were built during the reign of the Northern Qi Dynasty were all endowed to high-
ranking royal officials as residence buildings. In consequence, about 3 million monks were forced to
resume secular life. This historical incident exerted great influence upon the Buddhist culture in Wutai
Mountain and Foguang Monastery was also damaged. Luckily, soon after the Northern Zhou Dynasty's
Buddhism Banning Campaign, the Sui Dynasty was established. In the year 581, Yang Jian, the
Emperor Wen of the Sui Dyansty, ordered to revive Buddhism. During the later years of the Sui Dynasty
and the early years of the Tang Dynasty, Foguang Monastery began to thrive again under the
management of Jietuo, a famous monk then. Afterwards, the name of Foguang Monastery was
frequently mentioned in the biographies of Buddhist monks. Many eminent monks used to reside in the
monastery to preach Buddhism. It can be safely said that Foguang Monastery saw its heyday at the

same time when the Tang Dynasty reached its prime prosperity.
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On the west wall of No.

61 cave of Dunhuang Grottos,

there is a mural painting titled

“ Wutai Mountain” , which
covers an area of over 60

square meters. The picture

depicts the pomp of Buddhism

in Wutai Mountain during the

WHEx#HLsTER

Tang Dyansty when Wutai Mountain hosts a number of monasteries and visitors. Foguang The frescoes of the Great Foguang Monastery

Monastery is noticeably drawn on the painting with its layout and shape closely similar to L Risshimeg e s
what is recorded in historical books. It was after seeing the depiction of Foguang
Monastery in this mural painting that the couple of Liang Sicheng and Lin Huiyin decided

Baxerialgs

The frescoes of Wutai Mountain

to search for it and finally discovered it in the depths of Wutai Mountain.
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middle and later periods of 4 s i .

in Dunhuang Mural
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In the fifth reigning year of Emperor Wuzong of the Tang Dynasty (AD 845 ), Buddhism was forbidden again. Foguang Monastery hence suffered serious
damage. The 360-year—old monastery, except for a hexagon ancestor pagoda built in the Northern Wei Dynasty, was reduced to nothing. After the death of
Emperor Wuzong, Emperor Xuanzong succeeded and revived Buddhism. In the year 857, Foguang Monastery was rebuilt by Yuancheng, an eminent monk

residing in the monastery, under the auspice of his female disciple Ning Gongyu. Although the rebuilt monastery was far less magnificent than what it was, its
former grandeur can still be felt from the extant Great Eastern Hall.

&2 {3 Foguang Monastery
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O 2EN K#E Liang Sicheng LinHuiyin

HFMNRF? IETEHIREERGFEELSUNRUIRIEF? T2, XZ—FAXA,
ZEM. MBRAMMMNAFERERT. LEEELH T TEAERRE THAF, I

BT MO ERMENERBRASR—BAFRRRE

In the year 1937, Liang Sicheng, the famous modern Chinese architect,
happened to notice ’the name of Foguang Monastery when he skimmed the

”

“Dunhuang Grottos Pictorial Alboum

cave of Dunhuang Grottos was one titled “Wutai Mountain” in which was

. Among the mural paintings of No. 61
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Little is known about the history of Foguang Monastery after the Northern
Song Dynasty except for the restoration of Manjusri Buddisattva Hall during the
Jin Dynasty's Tianhui period (AD 1137), which was the largest restoration in
scale after Foguang Monastery was rebuilt. Thenceforward, the following
dynasties of Yuan, Ming & Qing all carried out restoration and redecoration
varying in scale and degree. However, owing to its disadvantageous situation
away from any of the five platform tops of Wutai Mountain, Foguang Monastery
received less and less attention so that till the end of the Qing Dynasty the

monastery became almost deserted and finally sunk into obscurity.
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marked the name of FoguangsMonastery. Liang immediately associated it with
the records of Foguang«Monastery in the Ming Dynasty's “Qingliang Mountain
Annals” . Was the Tang Dynasty's Foguang Monastery still in existence intact
among the lofty ridges of-Wutai Mountain? Eager to find the answer, Liang and
his wife Lin Huiyin, together with their students Mo Zongjiang and Ji Yutang,
underwent a lot of hardships and finally arrived at Wutai Mountain in June of the
year. There they visited Foguang Monastery and saw what they had long

cherished, the sacred and classical architecture built in the Tang Dynasty - the

Great Eastern Hall.




B %K —# Acorner in the Great Eastern Hall ‘
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The overall layout of Foguang Monastery is arranged in accordance with the topographical trend. Along the axis from east
to west there are three platforms, gradually higher in succession. The first platform is a courtyard whose gate is called Weituo
Hall. To its north is the Manjusri Buddisattva Hall built in Jin Dynasty and to its south the Sadharama Hall. The second platform
has wing-rooms and courtyards built in modern times on both sides. In its north is the Buddhist Abbot Courtyard, where stand
a tower and a huge column base built in the Tang Dynasty. They all seemingly tell the world that there should have been
other magnificent buildings back in the Tang Dynasty.
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Full View of the Foguang Monastery
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The Great Eastern Hall is situated on the third platform. It towers above the courtyard floor about 20 meters so that visitors have to climb up
37 steep steps before they look up at the sacred and majestic appearance of the Great Eastern Hall. At the sight of the Hall set against a rock—
strewn cliff resulting from artificial héwing and carving, visitors will easily marvel how many hardships those ancient builders should have
experienced and how much determination they must have shown. To the southeast of the Hall stands the Ancestor Pagoda built in the Northern
Dynasty while on the two sides of the Hall are the Guangong Hall and side halls. Climbing up the cliff, one can find three tomb pagodas of the
Tang Dynasty monks, namely Wugou Jingguang Pagoda, Monk Zhiyuan Pagoda and Monk Dade Fangbian Pagoda.
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The front steps of the Great Eastern Hal |
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the Great Eastern Hall fn Fbguang Monastery
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The elevation of the Great Eastern Hall
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As located in an advantageous position, the Great Eastern Hall boasts a good view of the whole temple and the distant scenes. Legend has
itthat during its heyday Foguang Monastery once covered an area of thousands of acres, consisting of five courtyards. Every night one had to
! ide a horse for a quite while before reaching the west of the monastery and close the gate there.
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The Great Eastern Hall sits facing the west, 34 meters long and 17.66 meters wide. In front of the Hall there is a low base whereas at the back
f e base directly perches on rocks, which is the very reason why the Hall has survived intact after 1100 years.
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The arches beneath the eaves of the Hall are simple and unsophisticated in style. Such arches, often found to support the out-reaching
eaves, thick columns, simple window decorations and smooth roofs, makes the unique style of the Tang Dynasty architecture.
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