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PREFACE

Xi "an—the starting point of the famous Silk Road, the capital of thirteen dynasties,
such as the Zhou, Qin, Han and Tang—where a time-honored university—Northwest Uni-
versity (NWU) lies in. The rich historical background and cultural atmosphere contribute
to a good education and research for the humanities, especially for history, archeology and
relics preservation in Northwest University.

Northwest University is located in the southwest corner of the ancient city-wall in Xi’
an. To its north is the magnificent Ming city-wall, which is best preserved in China.
Where the university is situated and to its west were Taiping Lane and Xishi Relics respec-
tively in the Tang time. In the 70 ’s, the broken bricks and tiles of Tang could be easily
found here, which could help people imagine the commercial prosperous scene at that time.
With the excavation of the Shiji Temple Site, a great number.of Buddhism relics were un-
earthed, which reminds people of a well-known poet Jiadao, who had visited here and left
us a famous poem “while birds are resting in the trees, a monk is knocking the door in the
moonlight”. And the bell in that ancient monastery seemed still ringing around.

The Qin brick, the Han tile, the Tang tablet and the Song inscription make History
Museum of Northwest University—the biggest university museum in northwest region in
China—built up. It was the relics-room of Northwest Art and Relics Investigation Group of
Education Ministry, founded in 1939. And later it was named successively as relics-room of
History Department, as relics exhibition room of archeology major, as relics exhibition all of
Northwest University. Until 1996 had it received its formal name-History Museum of
Northwest University.

This museum is one of the early-built, rich-collection university museums in China. It
covers an area of 700 square meters and holds three exhibition-halls, besides offices and relics
storerooms. These three halls are General History Exhibition Hall, Archeological Findings
Exhibition Hall and University Excavated Relics Exhibition Hall. There are about 20000
relics samples in different ages and different varieties, among which more than 130 samples

are over grade-3. These relics are mainly from the investigation and excavation by the arche



ological teachers and students, from the exchanges among the other museums and institutes,
from the donations and collections by. society, and among them the excavated relics take a
quite great proportion.

As the university museum, its main function is to serve the teaching and research on
history, archeology, museology, relics, and relics preservation and other related majors
and education on undergraduates ~humane quantity. As the teaching samples, the relics are
judged not by their grade, but by their typicalness and representative of the material culture
in a fixed period, which will help the archeologists build a relics-development sequence,
which is the exact purpose of the establishment of the General History Exhibition Hall. The
typical relics are exhibited in this hall in chronology from Paleolithic Age to the Ming and
Qing time, such as choppers and microliths in Paleolithic Age, polished stone artifacts and
painted potteries in Neolithic-Age, oracle-bone inscribtions and bronze vessels in the Xia,
Shang and Zhou periods, tile-ends and inscriptions on the pottery in the Qin and Han time,
porcelains and pottery figurines in the South and North period, epitaphs and Buddhism re-
mains in the Sui and Tang time, and porcelains from the Song dynasty to Qing dynasty and
so on. Among them there are some relics with high art and historical value, such as the per-
forated pearl in Yangshao period, named as the First Pearl under Heaven, the rare pottery
zoophoric sculpture in Yaoshao culture and phallus in Longshan chlture, the bronzes in
Gaocheng remains, Hebei in the Shang time and the clear-writing oracle-bone inscriptions in
Yin Ruins, the clay seals with quite high research value in the Qin, a great many of end-
tiles with clean lines in the Qin and Han dynasties, symbolized by the Four Gods tile-ends,
the precious flour-made products in the Sui and Tang time and the bronze cymbals in the
North Song. During the practical teaching process, the students find themselves in the his-
torical relics corridor. They could touch the relics and watch them in so near distance,
which make the teaching vividly and improve the ability of the students ’practice and obser-
vation.

The important excavated relics by the archeological teachers and students are exhibited




