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Purnell(second from right) and Paget(first from right) at a construction site in Canton
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Arthur William Purnell, a famous Australian architect, came from a family of architects and
traveled a lot after he grew up. In the early 20" century he came to China and finally settled down
in Shameen, Canton. Purnell & Paget, a western firm of architecture active in the early 20"
Century Canton, was established by the Australian architect Arthur W. Purnell and the American
Chales Paget. Such as Kwangtung Cement Factory (the memorial museum of generalissimo Sun
Yat-sen's mansion nowadays), Imperial Maritime Customs were designed by Purnell & Paget.
Purnell withdrew from the Purnell & Paget, Architects & Engineers around 1911, while Paget
Continue_d to take charge of the designing and construction work of the firm.

As an architect, Purnell had lived in Canton for eight years and traveled through many
provinces such as Guangdong and Guangxi. He has kept the scenery of Lingnan, cities' view,
historic sites and all looks in society with his camera, and reflected truly the colorful life of

Lingnan during the period of East meets West from the point of view of a westerner.
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Canton, a cultural city of more than 2000
years history, is a place where the Chinese culture
meets and blends with the western one.
Throughout the process of its development,
enormous western-style architecture came up
after the western architectural arts were
introduced into Canton. Those buildings were
playing diversified functions of religious,
memorial, public and business uses. Meanwhile,
the traditional Chinese architecture was also
influencing the western architects, which therefore gave rise to the Chinese-style buildings located
in many parts of the world. It is worthwhile to mention that William Arthur Purnell,an Australian
architect of a century ago, has made remarkable contribution to the architectural development of
both China and Australia as well as to the cultural exchanges between the two countries.

Purnell came to China in 1900's. During the following almost a decade, he adapted the western
style to the climate of Canton so that he designed many buildings of unique styles, such as the
Canton Customs Club, Office Building of the Kwangtung Cement Factory,the Imperial Post Office
building, China Light&Power Company building and some civil dwellings and business premises.
Among them, the Office Building of the Kwangtung Cenment Factory was in 1917 and 1923 twice
expropriated as the Presidential Palace of Generalissimo Sun Yat-sen. It was therefore regarded as
an important base for Sun Yat-sen to lead the Chinese democratic revolution. The building is
preserved to this day and reopened as the Memorial Hall of the Presidential Palace of Generalissimo
Sun Yat-sen, which nowadays receives visitors from home and abroad. Besides that, over ten other
buildings designed by Purnell are still standing in Canton, nine of them on Shameen Island. They are
showcase of the integration of Chinese and western architectural arts. Purnell continued to design
several hundred more buildings after he returned to Australia in 1910, some of which had apparent
marks of Chinese culture. A typical example of that was the premise named ‘Shameen’ at 17
Munro Street,Armadalein, Melbourne. Such historical legacy spanning the south and the north
hemispheres represents what Purnell has achieved in architecture and cultural exchanges between
China and Australia.

Taking this opportunity, I would like to express our enormous thanks to Dr. Derham Groves. If
he did not present the precious documents on Purnell that he has studied and cherished all these
years, we could not have been able to hold the Exhibition of Purnell's Architectural Arts at the
centenary anniversary of the establish ment of the Kwangtung Cement Factory I believe that
through the exhibition and the theses, the interested visitors will get a clearer view of the valuable
legacy left by Purnell in architecture, and realize the historical value of the early 20" Century
western architecture remaining in Canton today. In the mean time, I am confident that the readers
will have better access by this collection to the common architectural heritage shared by China and
Australia. This will help build up new channels of cultural exchanges and cooperation between the
two countries.

I hope that our efforts will give more people an understanding of Purnell's contribution to the
architectural development of China and Australia. Wish the Sino-Australian friendship a
longstanding prosperity!

hon Ghorlowrcn

Deputy-Director of the Guangzhou Municipal Bureau of Culture
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/ Coﬂveying Architectural Culture with Respect for History:

Understanding Mr. Purnell under the Historical Background of Chinese Architectural
Development in Colonies in the Late 19" and Early 20" Century

Shi Hongping

A city planner has to understand history and respect history. To conduct research on Mr.

Arthur Purnell's architectural art, it is necessary to learn about the history of Chinese
architectural development in colonies in the early twentieth century.

Along with the development of social productivity, nations scattered around the world
started their transoceanic long journey of exchange and communications. Generally, this is in
two ways: a peaceful way represented by Zheng He's seven expeditions and the Sino-western
silk road on sea, and a buccaneering way to discover “new continent” and expand colony.

In the 18" century, western culture was introduced to China by missionaries through the

spread of Christianity. Western architecture was firstly adopted in China in the form of

Fig.8: Inner city map of ancient Shenyang (Shengjing) (Source: Shen Yang City Planning Records ) .
B8 VLRI (R0 PISREE. 85 CLRIRATAIE (RS) ) churches. In 1840, Opium

War broke out. The

conservative and self-

conceited government of
Qing Dynasty retreated in

defeat continuously. A

series of unequal treaties

were signed under

humiliating conditions of

territorial cession and

huge war compensation,

which tore up the country
into pieces. The
government of Qing
Dynasty, which used to
suppress commerce and
trade and retreated from
five-port foreign trade to
. one-port trade policy, was

forced to open more cities

along coast and rivers as

ports. In several decades,




O rrR

O %y sk
Onwi ©

an introverted feudal nation collapsed
rapidly into a semi-feudal and semi-
colonial society. Western powers at the

time rushed into China to set up their own

sphere of influence. The Opening-up with
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five port cities for foreign trade and

Colony territory is the district that allows foreigner's permanent residence and trade and a
major term in many unequal treaties. At the time, there were 43 colony territories in China, 38
of which were dedicated colonies and another 5 were international settlements (co-governed by
Britain and USA). The number of British colonys was the largest. There were eleven. Tianjin
had the largest number of colonys within a single city. There were nine. Within the territory of
colonys, western powers enjoyed priorities. Police authorities were subsequently established to
replace Gengfu (bellmen) in Qing Dynasty; additional taxes were imposed and human rights
and judicatory rights of Chinese people in colonies were infringed and excluded. The impotent
Qing government was forced to declare the inviolability of colonies for exchange of foreign
army's support in repression of Taiping rebellion. The Qing government actually gave up its
governance over colonies. “Dogs and Chinese not admitted” was an epitome of the realty in
colonies. Later on, settlement, port land, railway land, attached land to railway and neutral area
were used as excuses for grabbing more Chinese territory and garrison, governance, tax,
legislation and judicature were established to exclude Qing government from a massive area of

Chinese territory and actually achieved colonial rule. Germany treated Jiaozhou Bay of

Shandong as the same as African colony (Fig. I, P:)and built the Governor's Office (Fig. 2, P:).

188 statutes were promulgated to cover military, economic, cultural, tax, marital and daily
affairs. These invaders pushed aside traditional Chinese culture and administrational system,
let alone Chinese culture of city plan and architecture. The development and city plan of colony
territory was seen as homeland affair rather than local affair. Colonies served as bridgeheads
for invasion into inner China, for plunder of resources, for dumping commodities (and even
drugs) and for cultural invasion. The history of colonies is the one-hundred-year history of
humiliation before the middle of last century.

Shanghai is an example. Shanghai was set up as town in 1267 and named as Shanghai Town.

Fig.9: Map of ancient Shenyang (Shengjing) (Source: Shen Yang City Planning Records )
residence as settled in Nanjing Treaty. F9: YEFHMI SR (EERT) WIRFE. fME (LPHSHMRE (F) )




