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Preface

Although people may not have commonly heard about Ladislaus E. Hudec, they know the Park Hotel, the Grand
Theatre and other famous buildings in Shanghai. These world renowned classical architectures in old Shanghai are
designed by the architect, Ladislaus E. Hudec. Without Hudec, the development history of Shanghai modern urban
architecture would have been another story

Born in a well-known Hungarian architect’s family from East Central Europe, Hudec came from Siberia, as a fugitive
in flight from prison, to Shanghai, by a wheel of fortune during WWI. Following his family tradition, Hudec began
his architectural career in Shanghai, a new booming city that he had never anticipated. From that moment, when he
joined R.A. Curry, his name has become interwoven with Shanghai. Shanghai is a big stage and Shanghai brought
glory to Hudec, which raised Hudec from an unknown war expat to a master of architecture in Shanghai.

As a professional architect, Hudec has done excellent work so as to get broad recognition within a short time in
Shanghai, a far city from his family in Hungary. After he started his own business at age 30, Hudec surpassed the old
famous architecture agencies in the city, one after another, rising as a brilliant shining star in Shanghai.

Today, Hudec’s architecture has become an essential part of Shanghai city’s cultural heritage. While more and more
people have recognized the importance of preserving the city’s cultural heritage, they focus on the name of “Hudec”
again. On the occasion of the 115th anniversary of Hudec’s birth and 50th anniversary of his death, this book is being
published, to commemorate the great contributions to urban development made by this oversea architect in Shanghai.
We hope more and more people will know the historical development of this city, recognize the historical and cultural
values behind the architecture scene and actively preserve our historical and cultural heritage.

Shanghai is a magical city enjoying great historical and cultural heritage. Her unique city culture is formed through
the collision and integration of different east and west cultural styles. The advantages and glamour of this international
atmosphere is flourishing due to the reform and opening-up of China. Hudec’s name goes down in history while his
architecture is still alive. These structures are a beautiful cityscape of the past and an important historical heritage for
the present. We can feel the fashion of yesterday’s Shanghai from Hudec’s architecture, as well as Shanghai, today
and tomorrow. To preserve Hudec’s architecture is to protect Shanghai’s history, creating a more valuable heritage and
inheritance for the next generation.

Wu Jiang
Shanghai 2008
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L.E. Hudec was born into a traditional Hungarian family where education, respect of parents and the elder
generation were important values. He was educated at the Royal Joseph Technical University in Budapest, an
institution that became a cradle of world known Nobel prize winning Hungarian scientists. Among his teachers were
famous architects of the twentieth century’s Hungary and Europe, who explored highly individualistic, decorative
architectural forms. Hudec continued to consult with his teachers and professors, while designing the most famous
buildings in Shanghai.

Hudec was greatly inspired by the flourishing cultural and scientific life of the Austro- Hungarian Monarchy. Together
with his father, who was also an architect, Hudec took part in the engineering of the first subway in continental
Europe in Budapest. His name was known at the University and in architectural circles. Through numerous trips to
major European cities he learnt all styles and designs as well as the latest materials and technology of architecture, but
it was Shanghai, this vibrant, cosmopolitan city, that gave him the opportunity to perfect his skills and demonstrate
his genius.

His Hungarian identity, his openness and his friendly attitude to Chinese people made him successful in Shanghai
very quickly. He did not only bring his own talent and typical Hungarian innovation and technology from Europe to
Shanghai, but studied and incorporated elements of the traditional Chinese culture into his masterpieces. He was hired
by famous Chinese people and his works bear the marks of highly skilled masters and Chinese engineers of Shanghai.
Shanghai is home to his architectural heritage and his buildings are part of the city’s multicultural image, for which
he is also known as a Shanghai architect of Hungarian origin. Beside the famous Hungarian poet, Sandor Petdfi, and
beloved composer, Ferenc Liszt, Hudec’s name sounds increasingly familiar to the people of Shanghai.

Hudec was a true Hungarian patriot, who became the center of the Hungarian Community in Shanghai and later
represented his country as honorary consul. On the occasion of the 115th anniversary of Hudec’s birth and 50th
anniversary of his death, the Consulate General of Hungary in Shanghai, together with the Shanghai Urban Planning
Administration Bureau and with the support of the Ministry of Culture and Education of Hungary, the Shanghai
Urban Construction Archives and Tongji University have organized the “Year of Hudec” in 2008 and an exhibition
“Architectural Excellence — Hudec in Shanghai” commemorating his life and his architectural work in Shanghai.

The ”Year of Hudec” is a unique opportunity to rediscover L.E. Hudec in Shanghai’s cultural heritage, introduce
Hungarian and European culture to the Shanghainese public and is also a contribution to the preservation of
architectural structures and heritage in Shanghai. I sincerely hope that the exhibition and this book will further
strengthen the flourishing cooperation between China and Hungary.

Tamas Hajba
Consul General of Hungary




I T
HIl 5

ﬁﬂ%%%@ﬁk%ﬂi%ﬁ@%ﬁ@%%%ﬁ,%?Wﬁ@ﬁ&ﬁ@%@%%kﬁ%@ﬁmﬁoE*%%ﬁ“E
K%*%%”ié,%Hhﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ%%ﬁwﬁ%ﬁﬁgﬁ,EL%ERE%EHE%$W$%%EEL%%%W
W, X PG i) O 5wk 2 £ 2 ) 0 Bk

88is5e (Ladislaus E. Hudec, 1893~1958) , fa 5 Fij4k, 18934F 1 F Besztercebanya () F FlALERb& i, 240 )& %
@%@,éﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁm)oWM@?M?K%M%%%H*k#,@@m&%@%EEM,E@?ﬂk%%%WﬁQ
wm@ﬁﬁ?%%%&&*ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%,#ﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬂ%,EM@MWEE%R$¢%%,ﬁtﬁ%%@,Twmm
KB R, FeRIFE S E Q%S RAMHAT (R.A.Curry) TAE, 19255 B L 8BiksaE4T. MI91SAER]19474E 1Y
mﬁﬂy%ﬁ%ﬁtﬁ@&%%%ﬁﬂw#,ﬁ¢ﬁﬂ?ﬂZ#EE%EHWALﬁﬁ%%ﬁREﬁﬁ%%ﬁO%ﬁ%
ﬁh%%ﬁﬁ#%ﬁ%i%‘ﬁﬁZV\W£Zﬁ‘ﬁ%Z%Eﬂﬁ@ﬁ%t%%ﬁ?ﬁoﬁﬁM@H&ﬂmmﬁk%
AL, BRIk e KR A T H BB B D R PR S R RN, SRR THEFHR, SR8 T e e
ﬂ%ﬁﬁoW%Eﬁm#ﬁ%&ﬁ%%%@ﬁ&ﬁk%%%ﬁ%ﬁ,%Z%ﬁﬁ%@ﬁﬁﬂ&iﬁ@@*xﬁﬁﬁ%%
H,%&EtﬂT@U%,Eﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁéf,Em%%hﬁkﬁﬁiﬂ%%&%ﬁ,%hﬁﬂﬁiﬂ%%&ﬁ%,
R U, WA T N BBk i S A,

%ﬁ%*ﬁ%#ﬁﬁﬁf%%@ﬁm,E&ﬁ%%&ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁoﬂ%“ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ,ﬁ%“ﬁﬁﬁ%%@
%aﬁﬁ@?ﬂ%ﬁ%%$,%ﬁﬁﬁ:&%ﬁﬁﬂ%%@%@%u&ﬁkﬁEﬁﬁT%ﬁ$W%Iﬁo

E%ﬁ%mﬁﬂﬂﬁ$ﬂﬁﬁW%$Zﬁ,ﬁmm%ﬁ$@%ﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%i?ﬁ%ﬁhﬁ%@ﬁ%%.ﬁﬁﬁ
%L%ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁmikﬁﬁ,T%@?ﬂﬁ%%%i%,&%%&@ﬁﬁﬁ%%#ﬁﬂ“%ﬁﬁo

%%ﬁﬂ,%ﬁﬁuﬁﬁmﬁﬁ:?T@ﬁhﬁ@%%ﬁkﬁﬁ,%Lﬁ%ﬁmﬁﬁ%FTﬁﬂﬁﬂ%g%,%ﬁ
ﬁ%%?&@%&ﬁhﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁi¢$ﬂ%%%ﬁﬁg@%,%ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂ&%tﬁ%ﬁ%iﬂﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ&%ﬁﬂ
i%%%ﬁiﬁﬁﬁo%#ﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁﬂ%hﬁﬁiﬂﬂ%%%%%,ﬁhﬁﬁ%i%%%%%%,&%ﬁm%iik
LR RS,

ﬁmgiﬁﬁﬁi%ﬁ%m%%ﬁikﬁﬁ,%@WW%W?YQ@F,@ﬁﬁﬁ%%iiﬁ%%,%WW@%E
FUF IR, ;




Foreword

The world-famous architect .M. Pei once said that his dream of being an architect was inspired by his sight of the
Park Hotel under construction in Shanghai when, as a teenager, he came out of a performance, at the neighboring
Hudec structure, the Grand Theater, and made a sketch of the Park Hotel. This graceful skyscraper was considered
“the tallest building in the Far East” in the 1930s and it remained the highest building in Shanghai for almost half a
century. For Shanghai, it is a remarkable architectural legacy of both Modern architecture and urban development.
Ladislaus E. Hudec (1893~1958) was born in Besztercebanya (a city in the Hungar, which belonged to the Austro-
Hungarian Empire at the time, and is now in Slovakia) in 1893. He graduated from the Hungarian Royal Joseph
Technical University in 1914, and became a member of the Royal Architects Association of Hungary in 1916. Then,
he joined the army of the Austro-Hungarian Empire to fight in the northern battlefields of Hungary, only to be caught
in a battle in Khabarovsk, Russia and sent to prison camp in Siberia. Two years later, Hudec jumped the train and
successfully escaped. After an adventurous trip, he made his way to Harbin and eventually arrived in Shanghai in
1918. Hudec was first employed by an American architectural firm, R. A. Curry. In 1925, Hudec established his own
office. In the three decades from 1918 to 1947, Hudec completed more than 60 works in Shanghai, among which
23 buildings have been placed on the preserved historical building lists by Shanghai Municipality. Along with the
large quantity and the incredible variety, Hudec’s works also illustrated high quality design. His achievement was
considered a marvel in world architecture. In contrast with other foreign construction firms or architecture practices of
that period, Hudec was always willing to design for Chinese clients, cooperate with local construction companies and
employ vernacular building materials. '
Hudec was not only a talented architect, but also had a legendary life. As the honorary consul of Hungary, Hudec
provided support to his compatriots and the Jewish emigrees in World War I1.

On the 115th anniversary of Hudec’s birth, in 1893 and on the 50th anniversary of his death in 1958, this book is
to celebrate the “Year of Hudec” in 2008 in order to memorialize his life and career as an architect in Shanghai.
At the same time, the general goal of the “Year of Hudec” is to strengthen public awareness of the importance of
preservation of cultural heritage, and to further introduce and promote Hungarian and European cultural achievements
and a community celebration of a common heritage in Shanghai.

There is no doubt that in his great contribution to architecture of Shanghai in the 1920-30’s, Ladislaus E. Hudec left
an indispensable thumbprint on the city image of Shanghai, and his signature on the urban architectural history of
Shanghai. Today, Hudec’s works have become an important part of the urban scene and memorable cultural heritage
of the city. To preserve the works of Hudec protects the historical narrative and the shared cultural heritage of
Shanghai.

We should further discover the historical and cultural value and preserve the cultural relic and heritage of the city.
Extending the history and culture of Shanghai, we shall embrace a brighter future.
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| Profile of Ladislaus Edward Hudec

Ladislaus Edward Hudec was a Hungarian architect. He was born in Besztercebanya (a city in the north of
Hungary, which belonged to Austro-Hungarian Empire at that time, and now locates in the Slovakia) on 8 January
1893. He was the son of the master builder and attended primary and secondary school in Besztercebdnya.

In 1910, Hudec enrolled in the department of architecture at the Hungarian Royal Joseph Technical University
in Budapest and received his diploma in June 1914. In 1914, he enlisted in the army. He went out to the Russian
battlefront in February 1915 and promoted to lieutenant in October.

In June 1916, Hudec was captured when he retreated with the division and was transported to Habarovsk, a city
in the east of Siberia, and worked in the railroad division in Hilok as a valid prison-of-war.

In November 1918, Hudec escaped successfully in an adventurous trip and made his way to Harbin. Eventually,
he arrived in Shanghai and settled down. At first, he received employment at the firm of an American architect, R.
A. Curry, as a draftsman. A few months later, he became office manager, and later, his employer took him on as

| his associate architect.

! In 1922, Hudec married Gizella, the daughter of Carl Theodor Meyer, a German businessman.

In 1925, Hudec founded his own architectural firm, Hudec’s Firm.

As a famous architect in the 1920-30's, Hudec left most of his masterpieces in Shanghai. From 1918 to 1947,

Hudec had completed more than 60 pieces of works here, nearly one thirds of which have been listed as Heritage

! Architecture of Shanghai. As well as the quantity, distribution and variety, the quality of the works of Hudec in

} Shanghai remains of high level, which is a rare phenomena in the architectural history of the world. His legacy

! includes the Grand Theatre, Moore Memorial Church, Country Hospital (now Huadong Hospital), Wu Tongwen’

“ s Residence, and many others. Among them, the Park Hotel has been one of Shanghai’s landmarks since its

! completion in December 1934. The tremendous international influence that the Park Hotel brings to Shanghai, in
turn places the designer, Hudec, into the history.

| Hudec is a real patriot as well as a talented architect and devout follower of Christianity. As the Honorary Consul

of Hungary, Hudec tried his best to provide ceaseless support to his compatriots and Jewish people in the hard

times of World War II.

After leaving Shanghai in 1947 he lived in Swiss for a few years. And he moved to America in his later years. He

built a house of Swiss style for his family there, which was without a single metal nail. On June 14, 1958, Hudec

died in California at the age of 65.
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Hudec with his schoolmates at Technical University of Budapest
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